r  * 

I ) 


4 

fittAQXJsJJ 


THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


Newburyport  Public  Library. 


1890 


NEWBURYPORT : 

Printed  by  the  Economy  Printing  Co.,  Prince  Place. 

1890. 


OF  THE 


DIRECTORS 


NEWBURYPORT : 

Printed  by  the  Economy  Printing  Co..  Prince  Place. 

1890. 


Z  733 

.Him 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


In  Board  of  Directors,  Dec.  9,  1889. 
Ordered,  that  the  report  of  the  directors  be  signed,  and  together  with 
the  accompanying  reports,  transmitted  to  the  city  council,  agreeably  to. 
the  requirements  of  section  5th  of  the  ordinance  concerning  the  Public 
Library. 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS,  Secretary. 
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DIRECTORS'  report. 


To  IIis  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  City  Council  of  Newbury- 
port  : 

Gentlemen — The  directors  of  the  Public  Library  submit  to  you 
their  thirty-fourth  annual  report. 

Early  in  the  year,  our  esteemed  librarian,  Hiram  A.  Tenney, 
was  suddenly  removed  from  his  office  by  death.  The  following- 
resolutions,  unanimously  adopted  by  the  board  of  directors,  show 
the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  those  intimately  asso¬ 
ciated  with  him  in  his  work  : 

Resolved,  that  iu  the  death  of  Hiram  A.  Tenney,  for  thirty-four 
years  librarian  of  the  Yewburyport  Public  Library,  the  directors  recog¬ 
nize  the  loss  of  a  faithful  public  servant,  an  upright  man,  and  a  good  cit¬ 
izen  ;  and  one  wliose  long  experience  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
library  had  increased  his  usefulness  with  each  successive  year.  We 
desire  to  put  upon  the  records  a  testimonial  of  our  esteem  for  his  virtues, 
and  our  affection  for  him  as  a  friend;  and  to  his  family  we  extend  our 
cordial  sympathy  in  their  bereavement,  by  which  they  have  lost  a  wise 
and  affectionate  father.  Yet  we  feel  that  the  fact  that  he  was  so  long  in 
the  public  service,  annually  re-elected  to  the  office  he  held,  is  a  more 
impressive  memorial  than  any  which  we  could  formulate  in  words,  or 
than  could  be  expressed  in  phrases. 

For  the  condition  of  the  library  we  refer  you  to  the  report  of 
Mr.  Parsons,  our  present  librarian.  The  suggestions  which  he 


makes  in  regard  to  some  changes  in  heating  the  library  room  call 
for  immediate  attention.  And  we  refer  again  to  the  matter  of 
additional  protection  against  fires  from  without.  If  our  library 
should  be  destroyed,  it  would  be  impossible  to  replace  the  large 
amount  of  historical  matter  which  has  been  collected. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Albert  C.  Titcomb, 

Moses  Brown, 

Edward  S.  Moseley, 

Samuel  J.  Spalding, 

Daniel  T.  Fiske, 

Benjamin  Hale, 

Lawrence  B.  Gushing, 

Frank  W.  Hale, 

Nathan  N.  Withington, 

William  R.  Johnson, 

Amos  Noyes, 

James  Parton. 

Newburyport,  November  30,  1880. 


Directors 
of  the 

Public  Library. 


REPORT. 


LIBRARIAN’S 


To  the  Committee  ox  Library  : 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  my  first 
annual  report  as  librarian  of  the  Public  Library  of  Newburyport. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

The  previous  annual  report  ended  with  November  20,  1888. 
Hardly  had  the  new  year  opened  when  the  honored  librarian,  of 
nearly  thirty-five  years’  service,  Mr.  Hiram  A.  Tenney,  was  sud¬ 
denly  removed  by  death.  At  the  regular  meeting  the  last  Mon¬ 
day  in  January  the  present  librarian  was  chosen  as  his  successor, 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  February  1 .  Beginning  work  under 
the  disadvantage  of  no  previous  practical  experience  in  library 
management,  shortly  after  my  appointment,  by  vote  of  the  board 
of  directors,  I  visited  some  of  the  well  known  and  successfullv 
conducted  public  libraries  of  the  State — those  of  Boston,  AVorces- 
ter,  Lowell  and  Haverhill — at  each  of  which  I  was  cordially 
received  by  the  librarians  and  other  officers,  and  was  accorded  by 
them  much  valuable  information  and  many  practical  suggestions. 
Since  that  time  I  have  devoted  considerable  study  to  library  econ¬ 
omy  as  set  forth  in  well  known  technical  publications,  notably  the 
Library  Journal — current  and  back  volumes,— the  valuable  special 
report  on  the  libraries  of  the  country,  compiled  by  the  national 
board  of  education,  and  works  on  library  classification  and  cata- 
loging  by  Dewey,  Cutter  and  others.  At  the  same  time  1  have 
endeavored  to  apply  the  information  thus  obtained  to  our  own 
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library,  and  by  close  observation  and  study  learn  what  defects,  if 
any,  detract  from  its  otherwise  general  excellence. 

NUMBER  OF  VOLUMES. 

Before  entering  upon  the  above  subject,  however,  I  will  give  a 
summary  of  the  present  condition  of  the  library  as  regards  the 
number  of  books.  The  last  annual  report  stated  that  the  library 
contained  25,000  volumes.  Since  the  close  of  the  last  library 
year  800  books  have  been  added  by  purchase  and  193  by  dona¬ 
tion,  a  total  of  993.  There  have  been  withdrawn  and  condemned, 
by  reason  of  their  worn  and  tattered  condition,  389  volumes,  of 
which  34  were  replaced  from  new  purchases,  leaving  'the  total 
number  of  volumes  at  present  in  the  library  25,604,  a  net  increase 
of  604.  (For  a  more  detailed  statement  see  appendix  E.)  Of  the 
total  number  of  volumes  purchased  399,  or  almost  exactly  one- 
half,  were  added  from  the  income  of  the  Peabody  fund,  while  their 
cost  exceeded  that  of  the  balance  by  a  large  proportion.  The 
character  of  these  books,  as  in  the  past,  is  of  the  best  grade  of 
literature,  and  their  value  is  generally  of  a  permanent  kind,  an 
enduring  monument  to  the  memory  of  George  Peabody. 

DONATIONS. 

The  principal  donation  received  during  the  year  was  a  bequest 
of  $1000,  from  the  late  Abram  Williams  of  Boston.  A  check  for 
this  sum  and  accrued  income,  amounting  to  $1065.33,  payable  to 
the  trustees  of  the  library,  was  received  early  the  present  year. 
This  was  forwarded  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  trustees  of  the 
library,  and  the  principal  is  now  invested  in  the  form  of  a  city 
note,  at  4  per  cent,  interest  annually,  the  surplus  having  been 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  new  books. 

Another  large  portrait  in  oil  now  adorns  the  walls  of  the  Simp¬ 
son  annex,  that  of  Col.  Moses  Titcomb,  one  of  the  pre-Revolu- 
tionary  heroes  of  Newburyport,  who  participated  in  the  French 
war  at  the  siege  and  capture  of  Louisburg,  and  who  subsequently 
gave  his  life  to  the  colonies  at  the  battle  of  Lake  George.  The 
portrait  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  Robert  3.  Frothingham,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  received  through  Hon.  Eben  F.  Stone. 

The  library  is  also  indebted  to  the  latter  gentleman  for  a  large 
number  of  valuable  government  publications,  and  the  continuous 
issues  of  the  “Official  Records  of  the  Ivebellion”  are  received 


from  Washington,  credited  to  him,  the  library  being  originally 
made  a  beneficiary  at  his  request.  Our  present  representative  in 
congress,  Hon.  William  Cogswell,  has  given  the  library  every  pos¬ 
sible  aid  in  securing  government  works.  The  chief  signal  officer 
of  the  army,  Brig. -Gen.  A.  W.  Greely,  has  caused  to  be  sent  all 
the  publications  of  his  department,  and  those  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  have  been  received  from  the  office  of  the  secretary.  A  set 
of  “Cassell’s  Illustrated  History  of  England”  was  given  to  the 
library  by  Mrs.  Fred  A.  Nield,  in  fulfilment  of  a  request  by  her 
late  husband,  and  from  various  individuals  donations  of  books, 
mementoes  and  relics,  of  greater  or  lesser  value,  have  been 
received.  (See  appendix  G.) 

BACK  NUMBERS  OF  MAGAZINES  DESIRED. 

Our  periodical  literature  is  very  incomplete.  Many  of  our  sets 
of  magazines,  quarterlies  and  reviews  begin  with  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  reading  room,  or  later.  Others  are  but  partially 
filled,  and  hundreds  of  numbers  are  needed  to  complete  sets.  As 
the  value  of  Poole’s  index  to  periodical  literature  becomes  better 
known  to  the  users  of  the  library,  and  its  no  less  valuable  adjunct, 
the  co-operative  index,  issued  quarterly,  the  calls  for  works  of 
this  class  for  reference  becomes  greater.  Ordinary  books,  as  a 
rule,  treat  of  subjects  more  in  general  than  in  detail,  but  it  is  hard 
to  conceive  of  a  subject,  of  however  slight  importance  it  seems  at 
first  sight,  that  has  not  been  handled  or  discussed  in  the  great 
collection  of  periodicals  published  during  the  present  century. 
Early  in  the  year  the  librarian  made  an  appeal  through  the  press 
for  donations  of  bound  or  unbound  numbers  of  any  magazine. 
There  have  been  some  generous  responses  (see  appendix  G) ,  but 
still  there  is  a  large  gap  to  be  filled.  (See  appendix  H.) 

The  appeal  is  here  renewed.  Any  magazine,  bound  or  unbound, 
will  be  gratefully  received  and  duly  acknowledged,  more  espec¬ 
ially  any  mentioned.,  in  appendix  H. 

I  would  suggest  to  the  board  that  steps  be  taken  whereby,  as  in 
every  large  library,  sets  of  the  more  popular  magazines  may  be 
provided  for  general  circulation,  aside  from  a  regular  set  to  be 
retained  for  reference.  To  this  end  it  would  be  well  that  extra 
copies  of  Harpers’,  the  Century,  Scribner’s  and  Lippincott’s  be 
purchased  by  the  library  from  the  Bradbury  fund  (which  is  unre- 
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stricted  in  its  purposes) ,  beginning  with  the  coining  year,  to  be 
retained  for  binding,  and  added  to  the  sets  kept  for  reference, 
while  the  copies  from  the  reading  room,  always  more  or  less 
injured,  be  bound  for  general  distribution.  If  this  is  done,  1 
think  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  back  numbers  (of 
which  a  duplicate  set  of  Harpers’  is  now  practically  complete)  free 
of  expense,  and  thus  a  large  collection  of  valuable  and  popular 
literature  will  be  added  to  the  circulating  department  of  the 
library,  at  a  very  small  cost. 

SYSTEM  OF  KEEPING  ACCOUNTS. 

Early  in  the  year  I  was  authorized  by  the  directors  to  change 
the  system  of  keeping  borrowers’  accounts.  At  that  time  we 
were,  alone  of  all  the  libraries  in  New  England  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  learn,  using  the  old-fashioned  ledger  system  ;  that  is, 
charging  a  book  to  an  account  on  a  ledger  with  a  lead  pencil  when 
borrowed,  and  erasing  the  charge  when  the  book  was  returned.  It 
was  left  discretionary  with  me  to  select  a  system  from  the  many 
in  use,  and  the  one  finally  adopted  was  the  Boston  Library  bureau 
system,  the  principal  feature  of  which  is  the  sloping  slip  case. 
The  method  can  better  be  explained  orally  than  by  a  written 
report.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  it  shows  at  a  glance  just  what  books 
from  any  alcove  are  in  circulation,  and  who  has  each  book. 
When  a  book  becomes  overdue,  by  a  system  of  progression  the  slip 
on  which  it  is  charged  arrives  at  a  certain  compartment.  By  the 
old  system  the  ledger  account  of  every  borrower  had  to  be  exam¬ 
ined.  By  preserving  and  arranging  the  slips,  a  record  of  the  cir¬ 
culation  in  every  department  is /Obtained  (see  appendix  F),  even 
to  the  number  of  times  each  book  has  been  taken  out.  The  sys¬ 
tem  has  now  been  in  operation  three  months,  and  the  results  are 
appended. 

REGISTRATION. 

A  new  registration  was  ordered  by  the  board,  and  went  into 
effect  at  the  reopening  of  the  library,  in  August.  Authorities 
agree  that  a  new  registration  should  take  place  in  public  libraries 
at  least  as  often  as  once  in  ten  years,  if  not  once  in  five.  At  this 
institution  there  had  been  but  one  registration  since  it  was  founded, 
and  accordingly  all  accounts  were  cancelled  and  new  ones  opened. 
For  the  three  months  ending  ^November  25,  1281  persons  signed 


*At  the  date  of  printing  this  report,  March  5,  the  number  is  1760. 
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the  rules  and  regulations,  the  great  majority  of  whom  at  once 
became  active  borrowers.  The  registration  continues  at  the  rate 
of  about  thirty  a  week,  a  large  number  of  those  registering  having 
recently  become  citizens. 

TIIE  LIBRARY  AND  THE  TUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Within  the  past  few  years  a  closer  adaptation  of  the  services 
the  public  library  can  render  the  public  schools  has  been  put  in 
practice  by  various  New  England  institutions,  with  the  most 
unqualified  success.  School  text  books  at  the  best  are  but  rudi¬ 
mentary,  and,  under  the  guidance  of  teachers,  from  the  material 
in  a  public  library  the  student  can  be  led  to  obtain  a  broader  view 
of  the  subject  in  hand,  a  more  complete  information.  The  plan, 
it  can  hardly  now  be  called  an  experiment,  is  now  in  operation  in 
this  city.  Each  teacher  in  a  public  school  is  allowed  to  draw  at 
one  time  five  books  on  topics  connected  with  the  studies  in  his  or 
her  department.  The  teachers  are  freel}7  availing  themselves,  in 
many  cases,  of  the  opportunity  thus  presented,  and  its  effects  are 
seen  in  the  increased  number  of  solid  books  called  for  by  the  stu¬ 
dents  themselves,  on  their  own  or  parents’  cards.  It  is  not  only 
of  a  present  advantage  to  the  students,  but  it  is  forming  in  them 
a  habit  of  reading  the  best  in  literature  in  distinction  from  that 
apparent  in  so  many  young  people,  of  not  being  satisfied  with  any¬ 
thing  but  fiction,  and  that  the  newest  and  latest,  regardless  of 
author,  title  or  subject. 

PRESERVATION  OF  BOOKS. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  a  very  important 
subject,  the  preservation  of  the  books  now  in  the  library.  As 
stated  above,  there  have  been  withdrawn  and  discarded,  during 
the  past  ten  months,  389  volumes,  and  the  number  is  short  of 
what  should  be  withdrawn.  While  this  is  a  larger  quantity  than 
was  ever  disposed  of  in  any  previous  year,  each  and  every  book 
had  become  so  mutilated  by  the  loss  of  pages  as  to  render  it 
worthless.  The  large  majority,  almost  the  entire  lot,  were  works 
of  fiction  ;  but  even  those  we  could  ill  afford  to  lose,  although  it 
would  be  hardly  worth  while  to  attempt  to  replace  them.  I  believe 
that  nearly  all  of  these  books  would  have  been  on  the  shelves 
intact  today,  had  proper  steps  for  their  preservation  been  taken  in 
season.  When  the  threads  break  and  the  leaves  are  loosened 
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from  the  binding,  it  is  very  easy  for  a  leaf,  or  even  an  entire  fold, 
to  be  lost,  and  the  book  thus  rendered  worthless.  They  cannot  be 
properly  repaired  at  the  library,  in  many  cases,  and  should  be 
sent  to  the  bindery  at  once.  In  examining  the  reports  of  other 
libraries  I  find  that  about  eleven  dollars  is  expended  annually  for 
each  1000  books  owned,  in  binding  and  rebinding.  Applying  the 
average  obtained  to  this  library,  it  would  call  for  an  expenditure 
of  about  $285  a  year,  at  present.  The  records  show  that  the  aver¬ 
age  bill  for  binding  and  rebinding  of  books  belonging  to  this 
library,  for  the  past  ten  years,  not  including  the  present,  has  been 
but  $86.30.  The  expense  of  binding  our  magazines  and  period¬ 
icals  alone  now  amounts  to  nearly  this  sum. 

The  defective  system  of  heating  in  use  at  this  library  is  another 
source  of  destruction  of  books.  The  heat  of  the  library  room  is 
derived  from  steam  pipes  running  through  the  alcoves,  and  directly 
under  the  shelves,  instead  of  by  central  radiators,  as  it  should  be. 
The  books  are  thus  virtually  in  an  oven,  exposed  to  a  direct  heat, 
ranging  from  85°  to  100°.  The  result  will  be  that  in  a  few 
years  we  shall  have  books  by  the  score  falling  to  pieces,  the  indi¬ 
cations  of  which  are  already  too  plain. 

NEED  OF  A  NEW  CATALOGUE. 

The  usefulness  of  the  library  is  seriously  curtailed  by  the  lack 
of  a  convenient  catalogue.  It  is  now  twelve  years  since  the  last 
one  was  compiled,  in  which  time  the  number  of  books  in  the 
library  has  increased  by  nearly  one-half.  To  look  through  a  main 
catalogue,  and  then  twelve  supplements  not  arranged  by  subjects, 
is  a  labor  too  tedious  and  unsatisfactory.  The  only  catalogue 
which  is  always  current  is  a  card  catalogue,  in  which,  by  simply 
adding  a  card,  the  addition  of  a  book  to  the  library  is  shown, 
while  the  withdrawal  of  a  book  for  any  cause  is  followed  by  the 
removal  of  its  corresponding  card  from  the  catalogue.  The  great 
objection  usually  urged,  that  such  a  catalogue  can  only  be  con¬ 
sulted  at  the  library,  has  not  much  force,  when  one  considers  the 
small  number  of  printed  catalogues  disposed  of,  even  at  cost  price. 
If  a  new  catalogue  were  printed,  I  doubt  if  100  copies  could  be 
sold.  The  great  bulk  of  those  printed  in  1878  are  still  packed 
away  in  the  library,  mere  waste  paper.  Because  of  the  cost  only, 
I  would  not  include  the  works  of  fiction  in  a  card  catalogue  of  the 


library  at  first,  as,  for  a  comparatively  small  sum,  finding-lists,  or 
abridged  catalogues,  could  be  printed  at  frequent  intervals,  and 
sold  without  loss  at  ten  or  fifteen  cents  each.  As  over  one-half  the 
books  taken  from  the  library  are  works  of  this  class,  the  difficulty 
would  thereby  be  in  a  large  measure  solved.  I  am  now  engaged  in 
compiling  a  fiction  catalogue,  estimates  on  the  expense  of  printing 
which  I  shall  submit  later. 

MORE  HELP  NEEDED. 

The  library  force,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  inadequate  to  the 
performance  of  the  duties  expected  of  it.  With  26,000  volumes, 
and  a  constantly  increasing  list  of  borrowers  ;  with  its  value  as  a 
resort  for  consultation,  and  the  solving  of  all  sorts  of  questions 
which  daily  arise,  becoming  better  known  ;  with  the  valuable  ser¬ 
vice  it  is  beginning  to  render  as  auxiliary  to  the  education  and 
training  furnished  by  the  public  schools,  it  is  fast  taking  rank 
among  the  large  public  libraries  of  other  New  England  cities,  both 
in  the  number  of  volumes  and  the  service  it  renders  the  public. 
Other  libraries  of  its  class  find  it  necessary  to  employ  from  five  to 
ten  persons  in  their  library  rooms  ;  and  every  institution,  with  but 
very  few  exceptions,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  struggling  to  get 
along  with  insufficient  means.  Some  of  our  most  valuable  litera¬ 
ture  is  practically  buried,  because  it  has  never  been  classified  and 
catalogued.  Such  are  the  pamphlets,  a  large  majority  of  which 
are  devoted  to  local  historical  subjects,  and  the  publications  of 
the  general  government.  A  book  described  as  a  “government 
publication”  is  generally  regarded  as  a  collection  of  reports  of  dry 
debates,  or  agricultural  statistics.  In  fact,  this  class  includes 
exhaustive  treatises  on  the  various  branches  of  natural  science, 
and  original  research,  to  say  nothing  of  contributions  to  social  sci¬ 
ence  and  American  history.  As  far  as  proving  of  any  advantage 
now,  most  of  these  books  might  as  well  be  out  of  the  library  as  in 
it.  One  other  matter  which  would  take  a  good  portion  of  the  time 
of  one  person,  is  that  of  keeping  the  books  in  order  on  the 
shelves.  As  they  are  constantly  being  taken  from  and  returned 
to  the  shelves  they  become  disarranged,  thrown  out  of  position,  and 
exposed  to  unusual  strain  and  wear.  This  is  where  the  services 
of  a  boy  could  be  well  utilized.  A  well  ordered  and  arranged 
library  can  be  more  easily,  economically  and  successfully  con- 
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ducted  than  one  in  which  there  is  less  system  ;  and  the  longer  the 
matter  is  deferred,  the  harder  it  is  to  overcome.  With  one  regu¬ 
lar  assistant  and  a  boy  who  has  a  grammar  school  education,  and 
an  extra  assistant  afternoons  and  four  evenings  a  week,  the  library 
work  could  be  properly  carried  on  for  some  time  to  come.  The 
estimated  added  expense  for  such  increase  the  ensuing  year  would 
be  $250. 

IN  CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the 
tabulated  information  contained  in  the  appendices,  at  the  same 
time  taking  occasion  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  uniform 
courtesy  with  which  all  my  suggestions  looking  to  changes  or  mod¬ 
ifications  in  the  administration  of  the  library  have  been  received 
by  the  board  of  directors  ;  and  for  the  constant  support  I  have 
received  in  our  mutual  endeavors  that  this  library  may  rank  with 
the  best  in  New  England,  and  become  every  day  more  and  more 
valuable,  even  indispensable,  to  the  men,  women  and  children  of 
Newbury  port  and  Newbury. 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS,  Librarian. 


APPENDICES 


APPENDIX  A.  —  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

CREDITS. 


City  appropriation . .$1200  00 

Dog  licenses .  021  70 

Town  of  Newbury,  proportion  of  expenses .  150  00 

Fines  and  sale  of  catalogues .  2G  46 

-  $2208  16 


EXPENDITURES. 


Salaries . $1768  76 

Binding  books . 123  65 

Printing . 00  02 

Incidental  library  expenses .  78  62 

Library  furniture .  55  00 

Library  supplies .  48  88 

Expressing . .  •  31  80 

Postage .  7  56 

-  $2214  10 

Balance  unexpended .  $83  07 


Albert  C.  Titcomb,  ]  Committee  on 
Lawrence  B.  Cushing,  !  Accounts 
Benjamin  Hale.  j  for  the  Directors. 
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APPENDIX  B.  — PUBLIC  LIBRARY  BUILDING  FUND. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Public  Library. 

Some  years  ago,  as  will  be  remembered,  Newburyport  stood  greatly 
in  need  of  a  suitable  Public  Library  building.  Thereupon  a  number  of 
the  friends  of  the  city,  both  native  born  and  naturalized,  all  of  whose 
names  are  on  the  records  of  the  city,  came  forward  and  furnished  suffi¬ 
cient  means  to  justify  the  purchase  and  preparation  of  the  present  build¬ 
ing,  with  the  spacious  grounds  upon  which  it  stands,  of  which  the  city 
may  well  feel  proud. 

In  excess  of  the  amount  thus  voluntarily  and  cheerfully  given,  there 
remained  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  which  was  deposited  in  the 
Institution  for  Savings,  the  income  whereof  to  be  applied  in  keeping  the 
library  building  in  repair,  and  this  for  more  than  twenty-four  years  has 
been  done  without  calling  upon  the  city  therefor ;  in  addition  to  which 
the  original  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  still  remains  on  deposit,  and  in 
addition  thereto  accumulated  interest  of  $304.39. 

There  has  been  expended  during  the  year  upon  the  library  building 
in  needed  improvements  the  sum  of  $243.25.  The  account  of  the  treas¬ 
urer  has  been  regularly  audited. 

In  connection  with  this  account  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  revive  the 
recollection  of  the  interest  in  the  city  as  shown  by  the  voluntary  gifts  for 
its  benefit  from  those  who  love  it.  Considerably  over  $100,000,  with  the 
principal  and  interest,  has  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  present  treas¬ 
urer  and  been  expended  by  him,  in  conformity  with  the  wish  of  the 
donors,  upon  the  library  itself  and  the  library  building. 


Edward  S.  Moseley,  Treasurer. 


Newburyport,  Dec.  9,  1889. 
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APPENDIX  C.— THE  PEABODY  FUND. 


Mr.  George  Peabody,  when  he  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  present  treas¬ 
urer,  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  the  sum  of  $15,000,  the  income  of 
which  he  designed  should  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Library  of  the  city,  requested  that  an  anuual  statement  should  be 
published  of  the  condition  of  the  fund. 

In  compliance  therewith  the  treasurer  gives  public  notice  that  the 
principal  remains  in  the  Institution  for  Savings,  where  it  was  originally 
deposited,  and  from  which  it  can  be  withdrawn  only  upon  the  order  of  a 
majority  of  the  trustees  of  the  fund. 

Since  the  last  report,  a  year  ago,  the  income  has  been  $600.  Three 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  library,  and 
there  remains  on  hand  at  this  present  time  of  writing  $312  to  be  used  in 
the  purchase  of  books.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  treasurer’s  account 
has  always  been  audited. 

Edward  S.  Moseley,  Treasurer. 


Edw.  S.  Moseley, 
E.  F.  Stone, 

Wm.  H.  Swasey, 
Daniel  T.  Fiske, 
J.  J.  Currier. 

Newburyport,  December  9,  1889. 


1 

Trustees  of 
j-  the 

|  Peabody  Fund. 

J 
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APPENDIX  D.— TRUST  FUNDS,  THE  INCOMES  OF  WHICH  ARE 

EXPENDED  BY"  THE  DIRECTORS. 


In  addition  to  the  Peabody,  Todd  and  building  funds,  which  are  held 
by  special  boards  of  trustees  whose  reports  appear  elsewhere,  there  are 
five  other  funds  from  the  income  of  which  new  books  are  purchased  by 
vote  of  the  directors — the  Sawyer,  Bradbury,  Frothingham,  Green  and 
Williams  funds.  The  Sawyer  fund  amounts  to  $5000,  and  is  invested  in 
the  form  of  a  city  note,  yielding  an  income  (at  4  1-2  per  cent.)  of  $225 
annually.  The  Bradbury  fund  is  deposited  at  the  Institution  for  Savings 
— $1000,  and  this  year  yields  $40.  The  three  latter  are  invested  in  city 
notes,  and  are  for  $2000,  $1000  and  $1000  respectively,  paying  4  per  cent, 
dividends  annually.  The  income  of  the  Green  fund  is  restricted  to  pur¬ 
chasing  books  on  American  history,  and  especially  local  New  England 
histories;  the  others  are  to  be  used  “in  the  purchase  of  new  and  useful 

(3; 
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books,”  except  the  Bradbury  fund  income,  which  is  less  restricted.  A 
statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  the  current  year  follows : 


SAWYER  FUND. 


1889. 


Beceipts. 


Expenditures. 


March  2.  Int.  ou  city  note,  $112  50  Bills  paid  for  new  books - $198  58 


Aug.  9. 


112  50 


Balance  on  hand .  20  42 


$225  00 

BRADBURY  FUND. 


$225  00 


June  1.  Div’d  Ins.  for  Sav.,  $20  00 
Nov.  17.  u  20  00 


Bills  paid  for  new  books  ....  $22  00 
Balance  on  hand .  18  00 


$40  00 

FROTHINGHAM  FUND. 

Feb.  9.  Int.  on  city  note - $40  00  Bills  paid  for  new  books 

Balance  on  hand . 


$40  00 


.$39  25 
75 


Mar.  2.  Due  fr’m  Sawyer  fund, $3  13 

Mar.  2.  Int.  on  citv  note . 40  00 

Nov.  7.  “  . 40  00 


$40  00  I  $40  00 

GREEN  FUND. 

Bills  paid  for  books . $58  19 

Balance  on  hand .  24  94 


$83  13 

WILLIAMS  FUND. 


$83  13 


Mar.  2.  Accrued  int.  rec’d.  ..$65  33 


Bills  paid  for  new  books  ....  $63  26 
Balance  on  hand .  2  07 


$65  33 

Above  accounts  examined  and  found  correct. 


$65  33 


Albert  C.  Titcomb,  ]  Committee  on 
Benjamin  Hale,  [■  Finance 

Lawrence  B.  Cushing.  J  and  Accounts. 

Newburyport,  December  16,  1889. 
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APPENDIX  E.— STATEMENT  OF  LIBRARY  INCREASE,  AND 
CLASSIFICATION  OF  NEW  BOOKS. 


Number  of  books  in  library  per  report  of  1888 . 25,000 

Added  by  purchase  in  1889  : 

From  income  of  Peabody  Fund . 399 

u  Sawyer  “  164 

“  Todd  “  125 

“  Williams  “  50 

“  Frothingham  Fund .  37 

“  Bradbury  “  .  4 

—  soo 

Added  by  donations .  193 


25,993 

355 

34 

-  389 


Books  worn  out  and  withdrawn 
Replaced  from  new  purchases . . 


Present  number  of  books  in  library . 25,604 

The  additions  of  the  year  may  be  classified  as  follows :  General  works, 
13 ;  philosophy,  9 ;  theology,  19 ;  social  and  political  science  (including 
most  government  publications),  176;  philology,  1;  natural  science,  24; 
useful  arts,  24;  fine  arts,  19;  literature,  (adult  fiction  186,  magazines  re¬ 
views,  periodicals  125,  juvenile  56,  miscellaneous  66),  433  ;  history  (geog¬ 
raphy  and  description  35,  biography  117,  general  123),  275.  Total,  993. 

Out  of  each  1,000  books  drawn  the  proportion  was  as  follows: 


1.  Adult  fiction . 

2.  Miscellaneous  literature  (poetry,  essays,  etc.) 

3.  Travel  and  adventure . 

3.  Juvenile  literature . 

4.  History  in  general . 

5.  Biography  and  genealogy . 

6.  Natural  science,  useful  and  fine  arts . 

7.  Philosophy  and  sociology . 

8.  Theology . 

9.  Magazines,  periodicals  and  reviews . 


566 

107 

75 

75 

64 

40 

34 

20 

13 

6 


1000 


By  the  above  comparison  it  will  be  seen  that  adult  fiction  comprises 
56.6  per  cent,  of  the  circulation  of  the  library,  and  reckoning  all  juvenile 
works  as  fiction,  although  strictly  speaking  they  are  not,  7.5  per  cent., 
the  total  fiction  circulation  amounts  to  64.1.  This  is  below  the  percent¬ 
age  reported  by  most  public  libraries  whose  reports  are  received  here. 
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APPENDIX  F.— STATEMENT  OF  CIRCULATION  FOR  THREE 
MONTHS  ENDING  NOVEMBER  25,  1889. 


For  the  three  months  ending  November  25  (the  new  system  of  accounts 
dating  from  August  2G)  7,365  books  were  withdrawn  from  the  library — 
368  the  last  week  in  August,  1,877  in  September,  2,439  in  October,  2,620 
in  November,  (three  weeks).  The  largest  number  drawn  on  any  one  day 
was  218,  Saturday,  November  16 ;  the  smallest  40,  Friday,  September  6. 
The  daily  average  has  been  94 ;  but  for  the  month  of  November  it  was 
127,  as  against  91  in  October  and  78  in  September.  The  classification  of 
books  drawn  was  as  follows : 


Philosophy  and  social  science . 

Theology . 

Natural  science,  useful  and  fine  arts 

Literature : 

Adult  fiction . 

Juvenile . 

Miscellaneous,  (poetry,  essays,  etc.) 
Magazines  and  reviews . . . 

History : 

Geography  and  description .  ... 

Biography . 

Ancient  and  modern . 


Total 


163 

97 

247 


4,166 

553 

785 

43 

-  5,547 


549 

293 

469 


1,311 


m 


APPENDIX  G.— DONATIONS  TO  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  1889. 


Name  and  location. 


Books.  Pamph.  Magazines 


Bartlet,  Edmund,  Newburyport .  62 

Boston  school  board,  Boston .  ..  1 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston .  Plates  and  plans. 

Caldwell,  Samuel  L.,  D.  D.,  Providence  -  ..  1 

Stephen  A.,  Philadelphia .  4 

Central  Vt.  R.  R.  Co.,  Vermont .  1 

Couch,  Robert,  Newbuiyport .  2  ..  160 

Currier,  E.  II.,  New  York  •  •  •  • .  . .  1 

John  J.,  Newburyport .  2 

Ewing,  Gen.  Thomas,  Marietta,  O .  ..  1 

Fall  River  Public  Library,  Fall  River,  Mass.  . .  1 


Erothingham,  Robert  I.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y ..  ..Portrait  Col.  Moses  Titcomb 


21 


Name  and  location. 

Garrison,  W.  L.,  children  of,  Boston . 

Georgetown  school  board,  Georgetown,  Mass 

Gould,  B.  A.,  Cambridge . 

Hamilton,  M.  R. . 

Hurd,  E.  P.,  Newbury  port . 

Kean,  S.  A.  &  Co . 

Lancaster,  A.  E. . 

Lamb,  Mrs.  Martha  J.,  New  York . 

Lewe,  Adolph . 

Library  trustees’  and  librarians’  reports : 

Boston  Public,  Boston . 

Brooklyn,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y . 

Buffalo,  Buffalo,  N.  Y . 

Chicago  Public,  Chicago . 

Concord  Free  Public,  Concord,  Mass.  . . . 

Dedham  Public,  Dedham,  Mass . 

Fall  River  Public,  Fall  River,  Mass . 

Hopedale  Public,  Hopedale,  Mass . . 

Lawrence  Free  Public,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

Lowell  City,  Lowell,  Mass . 

Marlborough  Public,  Marlborough,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  State,  Boston,  Mass . 

New  Haven  Free  Public,  New  Haven, 

Conn . 

Newton  Free,  Newton,  Mass . 

New  York  Mercantile  Asso.,  New  York 

Omaha  Public,  Omaha,  Neb . 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody,  Mass . 

Providence  Public,  Providence,  R.  I. 

St.  Louis  Public,  St.  Louis,  Mo . 

San  Francisco  Free  Public,  San  Francisco 
Springfield  City  Library  Association, 

Springfield,  Mass  . . .  .^ . 

Taunton  Public,  Taunton,  Mass . 

Worcester  Free  Public,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Lowell  Old  Residents’  Association . . 

Massachusetts  New  Church  Union . 

Secretary  Commonwealth . 

Moseley,  Edward  A . 

Edward  S . 

U 

Rev.  w.  o.  *.*.*:: : . . . . . . . . . 

Nield,  Fred  A.  (the  late),  Newburyport . 

Nelson,  John  Eyre,  Newbury,  England . 

Newburyport,  city  of . 

Parsons,  John  D.,  Newburyport . 

Peale,  R.  S.  &  Co.,  Chicago . 

Pope,  Franklin  Leonard . 

Salem  Public  Library,  Salem,  Mass . 

Sawyer,  Samuel  E.,  Boston . 

Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn.  ... 

Silloway,  Thomas  W.,  Boston . 

Smithsonian  Institute,  Washington . 

Stearns,  George . 


Books.  Pamph.  Magazines 
2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

9 

3 


2 


1 

1 

1 

1 


•  • 
1 

Map. 


*10 

Photographs. 

1 


G 


•  • 
1 
1 


1 

1 

Views,  Relics,  etc 

1 

1 
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Name  and  location. 


Books.  Pamph.  Magazines 


Stirling,  William  S.,  Boston .  1 

Stone,  E.  F.,  Newburyport .  59 

United  States  Coast  Survey,  Washington -  ..  7 

Department  interior — com.  of  patents -  5 

State .  47  12 

Treasury .  1  15 

Comptroller  currency .  1 

Director  Mint .  1  2 

War — chief  engineer .  1 

Chief  sigual  officer .  4  *50 

Education,  bureau  of .  •  •  7 

Fish  commission .  8 

Labor,  commission  of .  1 

Unknown  donor .  9  . .  53 

Westinghouse  Electric  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  ••  1 

Winn,  Henry,  Boston .  . .  1 

Women’s  Medical  College,  Philadelphia .  ••  1 

Worcester  Public  Library,  Worcester,  Mass.  1  1 


Totals  . 193  131  287 


*Also  Washington  weather  map,  daily  and  weekly  summaries. 


APPENDIX  II.— MAGAZINES,  QUARTERLIES  AND  REVIEWS 

NEEDED  TO  COMPLETE  SETS. 


Harpers’  Magazine  (for  a  duplicate  set) — June,  1851 ;  June,  July, 
August,  1852;  January,  March,  April,  May,  June,  July,  October,  No¬ 
vember,  December,  1853;  Jauuary,  February,  March,  May,  June,  July, 
August,  September,  October,  1854;  February,  1856;  vols.  16,  17,  18  and 
19,  from  December,  1857,  and  including  December,  1859;  December, 
1866;  October  and  December,  1867 ;  September  and  October,  1871 ;  Julv, 
1885;  July,  1886. 

Scribner’s  and  the  Century  (for  duplicate  sets) — Almost  any.  Note — 
Copies  of  the  above  magazines  are/ always  useful  to  take  the  place  of 
worn-out  copies. 

Quarterly  Review — Vols.  3  and  4  (1809,  ’10),  vol.  8  (1813),  vol.  20, 
(index  1818),  vols.  39,  40  (1828,  ’29).  Any  subsequent  to  July,  1833. 

United  States  Magazine  and  Democratic  Review — 7ols.  1-4  inclusive, 
(1837  and  1838),  7,  8,  9,  (January,  1840,  to  January,  1844),  14,  15,  (1844), 
26-29  (1850-’51),  and  any  thereafter. 

North  American  Review — Vol.  3  (1816),  Vol.  7  (1818). 

Edinburgh  Review — Vol.  40  (1824),  Vols.  101-132  (1854-1870),  Vols. 
159,  160,  (1884). 

London  Quarterly — Vols.  1-54,  (1809-1835),  66-117,  (1840-1865),  119- 
128  (1865-1870). 

Old  and  New — Vol.  1(1870),  and  later  than  May,  1875. 

Galaxy — first  nine  volumes  (1861-1869). 
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Lippincott’s— Auv  number,  but  especially  first  five  volumes.  (January, 
1868— July,  1870).  ' 

Nineteenth  Century — Any  previous  to  July,  1884. 

Our  Young  Folks — Any  numbers. 

Popular  Science  Review  (English) — Any. 

Every  Saturday — Previous  to  1872  (first  series) . 

British  Quarterly  Review — First  52  volumes  (previous  to  1871). 
Contemporary  Review— First  34  volumes  (previous  to  April,  1879). 
Appleton’s  Journal — Vols.  1,  2,  3. 

Fortnightly  Review — Any  previous  to  1884. 

Punch — Any  previous  to  1870,  from  1873  to  1882. 

English  Illustrated  Magazine — Previous  to  1883. 

Andover  Review — First  three  volumes,  (1884-5). 

Christian  Examiner — Vols.  16-25,  (1834-1839). 

Unitarian  Review — First  fourteen  volumes,  (1874-1881). 

American  Journal  of  Horticulture — later  than  1870. 

Hours  At  Home — Later  than  October,  1870. 

Temple  Bar — First  sixty-five  volumes,  (previous  to  1882). 

Macmillan’s  Magazine — First  forty-four  volumes,  (prior  to  1881),  Vol. 
52,  (April  to  November,  1885). 

New  Englander — First  thirty-two  volumes,  (previous  to  1874). 

Littell’s  Living  Age— Vols.  67-99,  (1861-1868). 

Chamber’s  Journal — Previous  to  1864,  (1870-1884). 

Good  Words— Prior  to  1860,  1869,  1872. 

Nature — Vol.  5,  October,  1871-May,  1872. 

Bibliotheca  Sacra — Vol.  42  (1885). 

International  Review — Vol.  1  (1874),  later  than  1882. 

Westminster  Review — Prior  to  1871. 


APPENDIX  I.— THE  TODD  FUND. 


RECEIPTS. 

t 

Balance  from  last  year . $270  78 

From  William  C.  Todd .  400  00 

- $670  78 

EXPENDITURES. 

Periodicals  and  newspapers . . .  $380  95 

Post  office  box .  3  00 

-  383  95 


Balance  to  new  year . $286  83 


The  reading  room,  we  are  happy  to  say,  still  continues  under  the  effi¬ 
cient  supervision  of  Miss  Martha  P.  Lnnt.  By  vote  of  the  directors, 
Bradley’s  Atlas  was  transferred  from  the  library  room  to  the  room  be¬ 
low.  This  meets  a  long-felt  want  in  our  books  of  ready  reference. 


S.  J.  SPALDING,  Treasurer. 


Publications  in  the  Newburyport  Free  Reading  Room. 


DAILIES. 


Newburyport  Morning  Herald, 
News  (evening’), 
Boston  Advertiser  (morning), 
Herald  u 

Post  4* 

Globe  (eveniug). 
Journal  “ 

Transcript  44 

Traveller  44 

Portland,  Me.,  Advertiser  (evening) 
Providence,  R.I.,  Journal  (morning) 
Chicago,  Ill.,  Times  “ 

The  Congressional 


New  York  Herald  (morning), 
Journal  of  Commerce  “ 

Star  '  44 

Suu  u 

Times  ‘4 

Tribune  “ 

World  44 

Mail  and  Express  (eveuing) 
Post  4  4 

Albany,  N.  Y.  Argus  (morning), 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  North  American 
(morning), 

Record,  Washington. 


SEMI-WEEKLY,  WEEKLY  AND  MONTHLY  PUBLICATIONS. 


Alta  California,  San  Francisco, 
Bradstreet’s,  New  York, 

Christian  Register,  Boston, 
Chronicle,  San  Francisco, 
Commercial  Bulletin,  Boston, 
Constitution,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Courier-Journal,  Louisville,  Ky., 
Dispatch,  Richmond,  Va., 
Enquirer,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Financial  and  Commercial  Chroni¬ 
cle,  N.  Y. 

Forest  and  Stream,  N.  Y. 

Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  Paper, 
N.  Y. 

Gazette,  Montreal,  Canada, 

Gazette,  Salem,  Mass., 

Graphic,  Loudon,  England, 
Harpers*  Bazar,  N.  Y., 

Weekly,  N.  Y ., 

Y'ouug  People,  N.  Y ., 
Herald.  Rutland,  Vt., 

Independent,  N.  Y., 

Journal  of  Education,  Boston, 


Machinist,  N.  Y., 

Mirror  and  Farmer,  Manchester, 
N.  H., 

Nation,  N.  Y., 

Nature,  London,  England, 

News,  Charleston,  S.  C., 

Observer,  N.  Y., 

Picayune,  New  Orleans,  La., 
Pioneer-Press,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Punch,  London,  England, 

Register,  Mobile,  Ala., 

Republican,  Springfield,  Mass., 
Rocky  Mountain  Weekly,  Denver, 
Col., 

Scientific  American,  New  YT>rk, 
Builders’  Edition,  “ 

Supplement,  4< 

Signs  of  the  Times,  44 

Star,  Washington,  D.  C., 

Times,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Times,  London,  England, 

Tribune,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Weekly  News,  Galveston,  Texas. 


Journal,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Official  Gazette,  United  States  Patent  Office. 


(4) 


MAGAZINES  AND  QUARTERLIES. 


DOMESTIC. 


Agriculturist,  N.  Y. 

Andover  Review,  Boston, 

Atlantic  Monthly,  “ 

Ballou’s  Magazine,  u 
Bibliotheca  Sacra,  Oberlin,  O., 
Century,  N.  Y., 

Current  Literature,  N.  Y.. 

Frank  Leslie’s  Popular  Monthly, 
N.  Y., 

Forum,  N.  Y., 

Godev’s  Ladies’  Book,  Philadelphia, 
Harpers’  Magazine,  N.  YL, 
Household  Magazine,  Brattleboro, 


Home  Missionary,  Boston, 

Journal  of  Chemistry,  Boston. 
Ladies’ Home  Journal,  Philadelphia 
Liberal  Free  Mason, 

Lippincott’s  Magazine,  Phila.  . 
Littell’s  Living  Age,  Boston, 
Naturalist,  Philadelphia, 

New  Englander,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
North  American,  N.  A"., 

Peterson’s  Magazine,  Philadelphia, 
Political  Science  Quarterly,  N.Y. 
Popular  Science  Monthly,  N.  Y., 
St.  Nicholas,  N.  Y ., 

Unitarian  Review,  Boston, 


FOREIGN. 


Art  Journal,  London. 

Blackwood’s,  Edinburgh, 

Cassell’s  Magazine,  London, 
Contemporary  Review,  London, 
Edinburgh  Review,  Edinburgh, 
English  Illustrated  Magazine,  Lon¬ 
don, 


Fortnightly  Review,  London, 

Good  Words,  London, 

London  Quarterly  Review,  London 
Macmillan’s  Magazine,  London, 
Nineteenth  Century,  London, 
Temple  Bar,  London, 

Westminster  Review,  London, 


BOOKS  OF  REFERENCE. 


Chambers’  Encyclopaedia,  15  vols. 
Brande’s  Encyclopaedia,  2  vols. 
Lippincott’s  Biograph.  Dictionary. 
Lippincott’s  Gazeteer. 

Anthon  Classical  Dictionary. 
American  Newspaper  Annual, 
Worcester’s  Dictionary. 

Boston  Directory. 

Massachusetts  Business  Directory. 
Newbnryport  Directory. 

Revised  Statutes  of  Massachusetts. 
Poor’s  Manual  of  Railroads. 
History  of  Woman  Suffrage. 
Shipping  Record. 

Catalogue  of  Public  Library. 
Bradley’s  Atlas  of  the  World. 


Map  of  the  United  States. 

Map  of  Rockingham  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Map  of  Essex  County,  Mass. 
Johnson's  Atlas  of  the  World. 

New  Eng.  Business  Directory. 

The  Pathfinder  and  Railway  Guide. 
Congressional  Directory. 

Quain’s  Directory  of  Medicine. 
United  States  Dispensatory. 
Clinical  Therapeutics. 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach. 

Diseases  of  the  Liver. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart. 

Diseases  of  the  Kidney. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  system. 

On  the  Morphine  Habit. 
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Donations  to  the  Reading  Room— 1889. 


The  Newburyport  Daily  News 

Newbury  port  Herald . 

Unitarian  Review . . 

Christian  Register . 

Congressional  Record . 

Home  Missionary . 

Liberal  Free  Mason . 

New  York  Observer . 

Congressional  Directory . 

Good  Health . 

Signal  Service  Weather  Maps. 

Official  Gazette . 

Signs  of  the  Times . 

The  Manifesto . 


. News  Publishing  Co. 

. Herald  Publishing  Co. 

. Am.  Unitarian  Ass’n, 

.  do. 

.  Hon.  Wm.  Cogswell. 

. E.  S.  Moseley. 

. Joseph  B.  Lincoln. 

. Hon  John  N  Pike. 

. E.  S.  Moseley. 

. Publishers. 

. Gen.  A.  W.  Greeley. 

. Patent  Office. 

. Publishers. 

. Publishers. 


•  j 


, 


■ 


THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  SUPPLEMENT 

TO  THE  CATALOGUE  OF  THE 

Newburyport  Public  Library. 


PART  I -SUBJECT  FINDING-LIST, 

Explanatory. — This  supplement  is  divided  into  two  parts — a  subject 
finding-list,  and  an  author-list.  The  order  of  the  classes  into  which  the 
subjects  are  divided  is  as  follows:  General  works,  philosophy,  theol¬ 
ogy,  sociology,  philology,  natural  science,  useful  arts,  fine  arts,  litera¬ 
ture,  history.  The  sub-divisions  will  naturally  suggest  themselves  in 
most  cases,  but  it  may  be  well  to  state  to  those  who  are  unacquainted 
with  this  form  of  cataloguing  that  travels  and  description,  as  well  as 
biography,  are  classed  under  history. 

The  author-list,  which  follows  the  subject,  describes  the  book  more 
fully,  and  should  be  referred  to  from  the  author’s  name  in  the  subject 
list.  If  the  author’s  name  is  known,  it  is  more  convenient  to  refer  to 
that  directly  in  looking  up  a  book. 

Government  publications  are  entered  but  once,  in  the  author-list,  under 
United  States,  or  whatever  branch  of  government  issues  them. 


GENERAL  WORKS. 


Century  dictionary,  3  v.,  a 

to  h . . *SD  1000-2 

Co-operative  index  to  pe¬ 
riodicals,  ’87,  ’88,  ’89*SB  1356-8 
Cyclopaedia  and  register 
of  important  events, 

1888  '89 . *SE  744-5 

Index  to  same,  from  ’76 
to  ’87 .  *SE  745 


Dictionary  anonymous 
and  pseudonymous 
literature  of  Great 

Britain,  v.  4 .  *SE  644 

Encyclopaedia  Britannica 

index .  *SE  868 

Fugitive  facts.  Thorne.  SI)  515 
Magazines,  quarterlies 

and  reviews, ’87, *88, ’89  KL 
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Newburyport  Daily  Her¬ 
ald,  1887,  ’88,  '89 -  RL 

Newburyport  Daily  News 

1889  .  RL 

Publishers’  trade  list  an¬ 
nual,  ’89 .  RL 

Salem,  Mass.,  public  li¬ 
brary  finding-list,  ’89  RL 


Worcester,  Mass.,  cata¬ 
logue  of  free  public 

library .  RL 

World’s  best  books.  Par¬ 
sons,  Crawford,  Rich¬ 
ardson  .  C  674 


PHILOSOPHY. 


Agnosticism, and  other  es¬ 
says.  Fawcett .  C  758 

Cicero  de  amicitia,  and 
Scipio’s  dream.  Pea¬ 
body  .  SB  557 

de  officiis.  Peabody..  SB  556 
de  senectute.  Peabody  SB  558 
Tusculan  disputations. 

Peabody .  SB  555 

Influence  of  the  stars. 

Baughan .  DD  503 

Light  of  Egypt .  C  862 

Mental  evolution  in  man. 

Romanes .  SD  667 

Our  heredity  from  God. 

Powell .  EE  350 


Pericosmic  theory  of 
physical  existence. 

Stearns .  C  756 

Psychology  as  a  natural 
science  applied  to 
solution  of  occult 
psychic  phenomena. 

Raue.  ....  ••••••••  DD  6/0 

Scientific  spirit  of  the  age. 


Cobbe .  C  673 

Thoughts  of  the  emperor 
Marcus  Aurelius  An¬ 
toninus.  Long .  C  679 


THEOLOGY. 


Christian  belief  and  life. 

Peabody .  E  804 

Christian  history  in  its 
three  great  periods. 

3  v.  Allen . EE  15-17 

Christianity  and  agnosti¬ 
cism.  Wace,  Huxley 

et  als . 

Doctrine  of  the  Jesuits. 

Bert . 

History  of  the  people  of 
Israel.  Y.  2.  Renan 
Ecclesiastical  polity  of 
the  New  Testament. 

Jacob . 

Lectures  on  the  history 
of  preaching.  Ker.. 


Manual  of  prayers  for 
the  use  of  the  Catho¬ 


lic  laity .  E  235 

New-church  almanac  for 

’89 .  E  799 

Our  Christian  heritage. 

Cardinal  Gibbons ....  E  801 
Sermons  and  addresses. 

Manning .  EE  349 

Signs  of  promise.  Ser¬ 
mons.  Abbott .  E  800 

Struggle  for  immortality. 

Phelps .  SC  178 

Unitarianism — its  origin 

and  history .  E  803 


E  802 
*C  676 
E  915.2 

EE  256 
EE  348 
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SOCIOLOGY. 


STATISTICS. 
American  almanac  and 


treasury  of  facts,  ’89. 

Spofford .  D  887 

Boston  almanac  and  bus- 

ness  directory,  ’90...  KL 

Whittaker’s  almanac  for 

1890  .  RL 


POLITICAL  SCIENCE. 


Australian  ballot  system. 

Wigmore .  DD  666 

The  same  (new  edition)  DD  666.2 
Beginnings  of  New  Eng¬ 
land.  Fiske .  G  986 

The  same .  G  987 

Central  government. 

Trail . . .  SD  200 

Colonies  and  dependen¬ 
cies.  Cotton  and 

Payne .  SD  209 

Electorate  and  the  legis¬ 
lature.  Walpole -  SD  201 

Foreign  relations.  Wal¬ 
pole  .  SD  212 

Justice  and  police.  Mait¬ 
land  .  SD  203 

Land  laws.  Pollock -  SD  210 

Local  government.  Chal¬ 
mers .  SD  202 

National  budget,  national 
debt,  taxes  and  rates. 

Wilson  .  SD  204 

Poor  law.  Fowle .  SD  206 

State  and  education.  Craik  SD  205 
State  and  the  church. 

Elliot .  SD  207 

State  in  its  relation  to 

labor.  Jevons .  SD  211 

State  in  its  relation  to 

trade.  Farrer .  SD  208 


POLITICAL  ECONOMY. 


Appeal  to  Pharaoh .  C  678 

Co-operative  savings  and 
loan  associations. 

Dexter .  C  757 

Industrial  progress  of  the 

nation.  Atkinson...  C  972 
Parnell  movement. 

O’Connor .  C  970 

Plantation  negro  as  a 

freeman.  Bruce  ...  SD  347 
Profit-sharing.  Gilman.  C  S61 
Progress  of  religious  free¬ 
dom.  SchafF .  EE  668 

Prohibition.  Wheeler -  C  677 

Recent  economic  changes. 

Wells .  C  795 


Tariff  question.  Bigelow  D  1615 
Trade  and  transportation 
between  U.  S.  and 
Spanish  America. 

Curtis .  C  971 

Tramp  at  home.  Meri¬ 
wether .  H  435 


LAW  AND  CONSTITUTIONAL 
HISTORY. 

Constitutional  history  and 
government  of  the 
United  States.  Lan- 

don . 

Constitutional  history  of 
United  States.  Y.  1. 

Curtis . 

Constitutional  and  politi¬ 
cal  history  of  United 
States,  1856-’59.  You 
Holst . 


SD  518 

GG  850 

GG  854 
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History  of  United  States 
under  constitution. 

V.  4,  1831-1847. 

Schouler .  GG  294 

International  law.  Maine  DD  665 
Law  of  municipal  bonds. 

Burhans .  C  1301 


History  of  corps  of  royal 
engineers.  [Great 
Britain] .  Porter.  2  V.  GG  1287-8 
Institution  of  the  society 
of  the  Cincinnati. 

Schuyler .  SD  849 

Sonnenschein’s  encyclo¬ 
paedia  of  education . .  C  1357 


EDUCATION,  ADMINISTRA¬ 
TION,  ETC. 

Alexander :  a  history  of 
the  art  of  war  to 
B.  C.  301.  Dodge..  DD  671 
European  schools.  Klemm  DD  224 
English  and  India.  Yal- 

befcen . .  DD  668 


FOLK  LORE. 


Folk  lore  and  legends. 

Germany .  SB  12 

Ireland .  SB  13 

Oriental .  SB  14 

Scotch .  SB  15 

Folk  lore  of  plants.  Dyer  DD  898 
Pawnee  hero  stories. 

Grinnell .  B  942 


NATURAL  SCIENCE. 


GENERAL  WORKS. 

Experimental  science. 

Hopkins .  DD  517 

Modern  seven  wonders  of 

the  world.  Kent  - . .  I)D  504 
Scientific  papers  of  Asa 

Gray.  2  v . DD  628-9 

Scientific  writings  of  Jo¬ 
seph  Henry.  2  v -  C  1298-9 


ASTRONOMY. 


Astronomy  with  an  opera 

glass.  Serviss .  SD  516 

Catalogue  of  stars.  Yar- 

nall  and  Frisby .  SS  1400 

Familiar  talks  on  astron¬ 
omy.  Parker .  DD  72 

New  astronomy.  Langley  D  1127 


PHYSICS. 


A.  B.  C.  of  electricity. 

M  ead  o  w  c  raft .  D  93 1 

Alternate  current  machin¬ 
ery.  Kapp .  D  937 

Alternating  currents  of 

electricity.  Blakesly  D  936 

Domestic  electricity  for 

amateurs.  Hospitalier  D  933 

Economic  value  of  elec¬ 
tric  light  and  power. 

Foote .  D511 

Electricity  in  our  homes 
and  workshops. 

Walker .  D  938 

Evolution  of  the  electric 
incandescent  lamp. 

Pope .  D  1389 


\ 
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GEOLOGY  AND  PHYSICAL 


GEOGRAPHY. 

Aspects  of  the  earth. 

Shaler .  DD  SOS 

Earthquakes.  Boscowitz  DD  502 

Ice  age  in  North  America. 

Wright .  SD  703 

Popular  treatise  on  the 

winds.  Eerrel .  DD  510 

United  States:  facts  and 
figures  illustrating 
the  physical  geogra¬ 
phy  of  the  country. 

Whitney  .  SD  853 


BIOLOGY,  ETC. 

Cabinet  of  quadrupeds. 

Church.  2  v . *SC  1184-5 

Primitive  family  in  its 
origin  and  develop¬ 
ment.  Starcke .  SC  538 

World’s  inhabitants.  Bet- 

tamy  .  DD  810 


USEFUL  ARTS. 


GENERAL  AND  MISCELLA¬ 
NEOUS. 

American  railway.  Clarke 

and  others .  DD  809 

Assayer’s  manual.  Bruno  D  1385 

Curiosities  of  U.  S.  pa¬ 
tent  office.  Raymond  I)  1128 

Development  of  transpor¬ 
tation  systems  of  U. 

S.  Ringwalt .  C  1401 

Family  horse:  its  sta¬ 
bling,  care  and  feed¬ 


ing.  Martin  .  SD  74 

Home  acre.  Roe .  D  510 

Industries  of  Japan.  Rein  SD  852 

Inventor’s  manual .  SD  84 

Ohio  state  forestry  bu¬ 
reau,  report  1887. 

Leue .  D  1130 

Roads,  streets  and  pave¬ 
ments.  Gillmore -  D  514 

Steam-engiue  design. 

Whitham .  D  1388 

Shipbuilding  on  North 
River,  Plymouth  Co., 

Mass.,  history  of. 

Briggs .  SD  791 


(5) 


Techno-chemical  receipt 

book.  Brannt .  D  934 

Water-works,  manual  of 

American.  Baker  . .  C  1359 


MEDICINE. 

Alcohol  inside  out.  Chen- 

ery .  C  759 

Foods  for  the  fat.  Davies  DD  73 
Home  gymnastics  for  the 
well  and  sick.  An- 
gerstein  and  Eckler  DD  755 
Man  and  his  maladies. 


Bridger  .  DD  501 

On  the  treatment  of  the 
morphine  habit.  Er- 

lenmeyer .  D  1129 

Physical  education .  D  513 

Physiology  of  bodily  ex- 
.  ercise.  Lagrange...  DD  507 


Practical  electro-thera¬ 


peutics.  Hutchinson  D  935 
Practical  treatise  on  ner¬ 
vous  exhaustion. 

Beard .  DD  500 

Strength.  Proctor .  DD  71 

Study  of  man.  Buck...  DD  499 


34 


DOMESTIC  ECONOMY. 


Biddy  club.  Nicholas  . .  A  905 

Cakes  and  confections. 

De  Salis .  SD  77 

Choice  cookery.  Owen  SD  76 

Luxurious  modern  cook¬ 
ery.  Doncaster .  SD  75 

FINE 

American  carbon  manual. 

Wilson .  SC  408 

Base  ball.  Ward .  H  112 


Birds  which  interest  gun¬ 
ners.  Trumbull  ....  SD  517 
Correct  card,  or  how  to 

play  whist.  Walker  D  932 


Driving.  Beaufort .  SC  540 

Embroidery  and  lace. 

Lefebure .  SC  519 

Fencing,  boxing,  wrest¬ 
ling.  Pollock,  and 

others .  SD  348 

History  of  German  song.  B  939 

Japanese  pottery .  SC  1492 


Our  cats,  and  all  .about 

them.  Weir .  DD  506 

Needle-craft .  C  1358 

Nooks  and  corners.  Pan¬ 
ton  .  SD  349 

Puddings  and  pastry. 

De  Salis .  SD  78 


A  RTS . 

Manual  of  ancient  sculp¬ 
ture.  Paris . 

Modern  chess  instructor. 

Steinitz . 

Music,  and  some  highly 
musical  people.  Trot¬ 
ter  . 

Temples  of  the  Jews. 

Fergusson . 

Wilson’s  photographies. 

Wilson . 

Wilson’s  quarter-century 
of  photography.  Wil¬ 
son  . 


DD  505 
D  1387 

C  672 
SC  1157 
SC  406 

SC  407 


LITERATURE. 


GENERAL  AND  MISCELLA¬ 
NEOUS. 


Book  of  noodles.  Clous- 

ton .  SD  83 

Bookworm  (the),  second 

series  .  SB  1037 

Curious  questions.  Ivilli- 

kelly  .  SB  688.2 

Cyclopaedia  of  practical 
quotations.  Hovt- 

Ward  . .  SE  645 

Dictionary  noted  names 

of  fiction.  Wheeler..  EL 
Garden  (the),  as  consid¬ 
ered  in  literature. 

Howe .  SB  20 

Half-hours  with  best  hu¬ 
morous  authors.  4  v. 

Morris .  SB  545-9 


Harvard  studies  in  class¬ 
ical  philology .  C  973 

Library  of  choice  litera¬ 
ture.  Spofford  and 

Gibbon . SA  192-801 

Magazines,  quarterlies 

and  reviews .  RL 

Tour  round  my  garden. 

Karr .  D  512 


AMERICAN  LITERATURE. 

Address  delivered  before 
Essex  bar,  [Choate, 
Cushing,  Rantoul], 

Feb.  2, ’89.  Stone.. 


N  561 


American  literature,  1607- 
1885.  2  v.  Richard¬ 
son  .  SB  728-9 

Among  my  books  (sec¬ 
ond  series).  Lowell..  B  513.2 
Century  of  American  lit¬ 
erature.  Smith .  B  940 

Conversations  in  a  studio. 

2  v.  Story .  SB  567-8 

Falling  in  love,  and  other 

essays.  Allen .  SC  124 

French  traits.  Brownell  SB  536 

Ideals  of  the  Republic. . .  SB  6 

In  the  woods.  Hill .  SB  538 

Mark  Twain’s  sketches. 

Clemens .  SB  734 

Our  English.  Hill .  SD  73 

Orations  and  after  dinner 

speeches.  Depew’. . .  SB  565 

Boets  of  Essex  county. 

Perley  .  SJ  36 

The  same .  SJ  37 

Rambler’s  (a)  lease.  Tor- 

rey .  SC  409 

Roughing  it.  Clemens..  SB  730 

Said  iu  fun.  Welch .  SC  548 

Sleeping-car,  and  other 

farces.  Howells -  B  938 

Tramp  (a)  abroad.  Clem¬ 
ens  .  SB  732 


ENGLISH  LITERATURE. 

Brotherhood  of  letters. 

Rees .  SD  82 

Classic  tales.  Hunt.  5  v.  SB  7-11 
English  poets.  Ward.  4  v.  SB  541-4 
Essays  by  the  late  Mark 
Fattison.  Nettleship. 

2  v . C  1279,  1300 

French  and  English. 

Hamerton .  SB  560 

Introduction  to  poetry  of 
Robert  Browning. 
Alexander .  SB  559 


Jew  iu  English  fiction. 


Philipsou .  C  675 

Leigh  Hunt  as  poet  and 

essayist.  Kent  . -  B  937 


Old  country  life.  Gould. .  SB  566 
Parodies,  and  other  bur¬ 
lesque  pieces,  by  Can¬ 
ning,  Ellis  and  Frere. 


Morley .  F  912 

Prseterita.  Ruskin.  2  v.  SB  502-3 
Romances  of  real  life, 

(first  series) .  Hunt.  SD  71 

(second  series) .  SD72 

Tale  of  a  tub,  and  other 
works  of  Jonathan 

Swift.  Morley .  SB  561 

Typical  selections  from 
best  English  writers. 

V.  1 .  SB  16 


LITERATURE  OF  OTHER 
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Sigurd  Slembe.  Bjornson  B  941 


BOOKS  FOR  BOYS  OR  GIRLS. 


Adventures  of  Tom  Saw¬ 
yer.  Clemens .  SB  735 
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Siam  and  Java  .... -  H  782 

South  America .  H  786 
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ens  .  SB  733 

Jack  and  Jill.  Alcott -  H  986 
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Bagpipers.  Dudevant...  A  503 

Barriers  burned  away. 
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Dunraven  ranch.  King..  A  1211 
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Gentleman  of  leisure. 
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Marsh.  Harte .  A  575 

Hillingdon  Hall.  Surtees  SC  545 

His  sombre  rivals.  Roe..  A  1537 
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Hope  Meredith.  Tabor  A 1252 
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Household  of  Glen  Holly. 
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Olive.  Craik .  A  324 
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Open  door.  Howard ...  A  805 
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worth  .  A12 

Passe  Rose.  Hardy .  A  186 
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Burnett .  SC  171 
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Prince  Otto  Stevenson  A  401 
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Braddon .  A  1103 
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Lee .  A  1072 
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Queenie’s  whim.  Carey..  A  1548 
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Raymonde.  Theuriet  ...  A  47 
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Reproach  of  Annesley. 
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Yonge  .  A  443 

Rhona.  Forrester .  SC  531 

Robert  Elsmere.  Ward  A  811 
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Carey .  A  1552 
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Second  thoughts.  Brough¬ 
ton  .  A  772 

Seven  years,  and  other 

stories.  Kavanagh..  A  616 

Shadow  of  the  sword. 
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Steadfast.  Cooke .  A  355 

Steel  hammer.  Ulbach..  A  1017 
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Hay .  A  1352 

Viva.  Forrester .  SC  533 
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Ward,  Mrs.  H.  Robert  Elsmere . 

Ward,  J.  M.  Base  ball :  how  to  become  a  player,  with  ori¬ 
gin,  history  and  explanation  of  the  game . 

Ward,  T.  II.  The  English  poets.  Selections,  with  critical 
introductions  by  various  writers,  and  a  general  intro¬ 
duction  by  Matthew  Arnold.  4v . 

Vol.  1 — Chaucer  to  Donne . 

Vol.  2 — Ben  Jonson  to  Dryden . 

Vol.  3 — Addison  to  Blake . 

Vol.  4 — Wordsworth  to  Rossetti . 

Ward,  W.  William  George  Ward  and  the  Oxford  movement 

Warner,  C.  D.  A  little  journey  in  the  world:  a  novel . 
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Watson,  P.  B.  The  Swedish  revolution  under  Gustavus  Vasa 

Wauters,  A.  J.  Stanley’s  Emin  Pasha  expedition . 

Webber,  C.  H.,  and  Xevius,  W.  S.  Old  Xaumkeag:  an  his¬ 
torical  sketch  of  the  city  of  Salem  and  the  towns  of 
Marblehead,  Peabody,  Beverly,  Danvers,  Wenham, 
Manchester,  Topsfield  and  Middleton.  Salem,  1877 - 
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Wedmore,  F.  Life  of  Houore  DeBalzac.  (Great  writers) -  FF  780 

Weir,  H.  Our  cats  and  all  about  them  :  their  varieties,  hab¬ 
its  and  management ;  and  for  show  the  standard  of  ex¬ 
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Welch,  P.  H.  Said  in  fun . .• .  SC  548 
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explanatory  aud  pronouncing  dictionary  of  the  noted 
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Whitaker,  J.  An  almanac  for  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1890 
*  *  *  Containing  a  large  amount  of  information  re¬ 
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merce  and  general  statistics  of  the  British  empire 
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Witham,  J.  M.  Steam  engine  design,  for  the  use  of  mechan¬ 
ical  engineers,  students  and  draughtsmen .  D  13S8 

Whitney,  J.  D.  The  United  States :  facts  and  figures  illus¬ 
trating  the  physical  geography  of  the  eouutrjT,  and  the 

national  resources . .  SD  853 

Whitney,  W.  D.,  ed.  The  Century  dictionary:  au  encyclo¬ 
paedic  lexicon  of  the  English  language.  Vol.  1.  A  to 

cono;  vol.  2,  cono  to  fz . *SD  1000-1 

Wigmore,  J.  H.  The  Australian  ballot  system  as  embodied 
in  the  legislature  of  various  countries,  with  an  histori¬ 
cal  introduction,  etc .  DD  666 

The  same,  second  edition,  revised  and  enlarged .  DD  666.2 

Wilberforce,  R.  Life  of  Samuel  Wilberforce,  bishop  of  Ox¬ 
ford  and  Winchester .  F  815 

Wilder,  M.  P.  The  people  I’ve  smiled  with:  recollections 

of  a  merry  little  life . . .  * .  SC  174 

Williams,  H.  [George  Afterem].  Silken  threads :  a  detec¬ 
tive  story .  A  1027 

Williams,  M.  Leaves  of  a  life,  being  the  reminiscences  of 

Montague  Williams.  2  v .  F  914-15 

Wilson,  E.  L.  American  carbon  manual.  New  York,  1868  SC  408 

Wilson’s  photographies .  SC  406 

Quarter  century  in  photography .  SC  407 


Wilson,  J.  G.,  and  Fiske,  J  ,  eds.  Appleton’s  cyclopaedia  of 
American  biography,  vol.  6,  Sun  to  Zur,  with  supple¬ 
ment  .  *SE  59S 

Wilson,  J.  G.  Bryant  and  his  friends:  Some  reminiscences 

of  the  Knickerbocker  writers .  *FF  1638 

Winsor,  J.,  ed.  Narrative  and  critical  history  of  America. 

Aboriginal  America.  Vol.  1 . . .  F  1273 

Vol.  8.  The'  later  history  of  British,  Spanish  and  Potu- 

guese  America .  F  1280 

Wilson,  A.  J.  The  national  budget:  the  national  debt, 

taxes  and  rates  (English  citizen  series) .  SD  204 

Woodman,  A.  J.  Picturesque  Alaska .  SC  537 

Woodberry,  G.  E.  Edgar  Allen  Poe-  (American  men  of 

letters) .  FF  108 

Wooley,  C.  P.  A  girl  graduate  .  A  406 

Woolson,  C.  F.  Jupiter  Lights  :  a  novel .  A  469 

Worcester,  Mass.  Catalogue  of  public  library .  PL 

Worthy,  C.  Practical  heraldry .  DD  225 

Wright,  G.  F.,  with  an  appendix  by  Upham,  W.  The  ice 
age  in  North  America,  and  its  bearings  upon  the  anti¬ 
quity  of  man .  SD  703 

Wylde,  K.  A  dreamer .  A  584 

Yardley,  J.  A  superior  woman .  A  760 

Yarnall,  M.  Catalogue  of  stars  observed  at  the  U.  S.  obser¬ 
vatory  during  the  years  1845-1877.  Third  edition,  re¬ 
vised  and  corrected,  with  renumbering  of  the  stars  by 

Frisby,  E .  SS  1400 

Yates,  E.  A  waiting  race:  a  novel .  A  1111 

Yonge,  C.  M.  A  reputed  changeling,  or  three  seventh  years 

two  centuries  ago .  A  443 

The  cunning  woman's  grandson  :  a  tale  of  Cheddar  a  hun¬ 
dred  years  ago .  A  482 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS. 


I  o  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  of  Newburyport : 

Gentlemen  : — In  submitting  to  you  the  thirty-fifth  annual  report 
of  the  condition  of  our  public  library,  the  directors  have  little  more 
to  do  than  to  congratulate  you  upon  its  continued  prosperity  and 
success. 

During  the  year  now  closing  our  constant  benefactor,  Mr. 
William  C.  Todd,  has  placed  us  under  additional  obligations,  by 
depositing  with  us  his  collection  of  oil  paintings,  which  we  have 
caused  to  be  hung  in  various  parts  of  the  building. 

On  the  publication  of  the  present  catalogue,  in  1879,  the  library 
contained  19,787  volumes.  The  increase  in  the  last  twelve  years 
brings  the  total  to  about  27,000,  leaving  over  7000  volumes  unre¬ 
corded  in  the  general  catalogue.  This  has  already  become  a  seri¬ 
ous  inconvenience  to  the  frequenters  of  the  library,  which  increases 
with  every  work  added  to  it.  The  time  is  not  distant  when  we 
must  set  about  supplying  the  deficiency,  or  devise  some  new  mode 
of  cataloguing  which  will  obviate  the  need  of  such  frequent  and 
expensive  publications.  This  state  of  things  brings  to  our  minds 
with  much  force  the  slenderness  of  our  resources,  and  suggests  to 
us  the  propriety  of  again  commending  the  institution  to  the  friendly 
consideration  of  our  fellow  citizens.  While  we  do  the  utmost  for 
the  library  which  its  revenues  allow,  we  feel  that  more  could  be 
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expended  advantageously  upon  an  institution  which  contributes  so 
essentially  to  the  happiness  and  progress  of  the  community.  We 
append  the  annual  reports  of  the  librarian  and  of  the  committees 
in  charge  of  special  funds. 


Elisha  P.  Dodge, 

Orrin  J.  Gurney, 
Edward  S.  Moseley, 
Samuel  J.  Spalding, 
Daniel  T.  Fiske, 
Lawrence  B.  Cushing, 
Rudolph  Jacoby, 
Nathan  N.  Withington, 
William  R.  Johnson, 
Amos  Noyes, 

James  Parton, 

Enoch  C.  Adams, 


Directors 
of  the 

Public  Library 


Newburyport,  December  8,  1890. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Committee  on  Library :  , 

Gentlemen  : — I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  second  annual  report, 
and  the  35th  of  the  librarian  of  the  Newburyport  Public  Library. 

GROWTH  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report  it  appeared  that  there  were  25,604 
catalogued  books  in  the  library.  During  the  past  year  627  have 
been  added  by  purchase,  of  which  number  27  were  to  take  the 
place  of  books  worn  out  and  cancelled ;  and  145  volumes  have 
been  donated.  Of  the  above  purchases  307  were  bought  by  the 
income  from  the  Peabody  Fund,  which  continues  to  be  the  princi¬ 
pal  source  of  supply  for  our  more  valuable  books,  its  income 
amounting  to  three-fifths  of  all  the  money  available  for  increasing 
the  strength  of  the  library.  But  43  books  were  withdrawn  and 
condemned  this  year,  against  389  for  the  previous  year,  when  a 
wholesale  weeding  out  of  imperfect,  and  thereby  valueless,  books 
was  attempted.  The  result  of  these  figures  shows  that  the  library 
now  nominally  contains  26,306  volumes,  more  fully  set  forth  in 
appendix  E. 


A  RECOUNT  RECOMMENDED. 

I  do  not  place  the  fullest  faith  in  these  figures,  and  as  we  have 
large  numbers  of  books  not  catalogued,  I  would  recommend  that 
at  the  next  annual  examination  there  be  a  recount  of  all  tbe  vol- 
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limes  of  the  library,  so  as  to  give  us  new  data  aside  from  continu¬ 
ing  our  reckoning  from  one  report  to  the  other,  wholly  in  ignorance 
as  to  when  or  on  what  system  the  original  count  was  taken,  and 
on  what  basis  it  was  continued. 

CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  31,727. 

During  the  year  ending  November  25,  1890,  31,721  books  were 
withdrawn  from  the  library  for  home  use.  Of  this  number  only 
four  were  lost  or  unaccounted  for,  the  aggregate  value  of  which 
would  approximate  $5.  Appendix  F  shows  the  character  or  class¬ 
ification  of  these  books.  While  adult  fiction  leads  with  a  per 
centage  of  .547,  that  is  .021  less  than  for  the  last  three  months  of 
the  ensuing  year,  the  only  period  available  for  making  compari¬ 
sons,  as  no  statistics  were  kept  previous  to  September,  1889.  This 
is  a  very  favorable  showing  compared  with  other  libraries  of  its 
class.  Juvenile  books  are  next  in  demand,  representing  .146  of 
the  entire  circulation.  A  little  over  a  year  ago  the  library  was  at 
a  low  ebb  as  regards  books  of  this  class.  Since  that  time  over 
100  have  been  added,  carefully  selected  from  the  almost  endless 
variety  now  in  the  market ;  and  the  result  is  that  the  number  of 
boys  and  girls  who  now  use  the  library  is  at  least  five  times  in 
excess  of  what  it  was  two  years  since.  Many  of  them  are  acquir¬ 
ing  good  reading  habits,  and  show  a  marked  advance  in  making 
their  selections.  I  believe  the  ultimate  results  of  supplying  this 
kind  of  reading,  of  directing  certain  classes  toward  the  paths  of 
education  which  they  might  otherwise  never  find,  cannot  be  over¬ 
estimated.  The  necessity  of  furnishing  mental  food  suitable  to 
the  mind  of  the  recipient,  as  well  as  bodily  food  suitable  to  his 
physical  condition,  is  too  well  acknowledged  now  to  need  any  argu¬ 
ment  here. 

OTHER  LIBRARY  STATISTICS. 

The  library  during  the  period  covered  by  this  report  has  been 
open  287  days,  which  gives  the  average  daily  circulation  as  1 1 1 
and  a  fraction.  The  largest  circulation  was  on  Saturday,  October 
25,  267  books.  These  figures  make  no  account  of  books  called  for 
for  consultation  at  the  library,  which  would  increase  the  total  by 
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some  thousands.  A  comparison  of  the  circulation  for  home  use 
for  the  last  three  months  of  the  library  year  of  1890  with  the  cor¬ 
responding  period  of  the  previous  year,  shows  that  8739  books 
were  withdrawn  in  1890,  against  7304  in  1889,  a  gain  of  1435,  or 
a  trifle  less  than  20  per  cent.  While  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
this  ratio  will  be  kept  up,  still  it  is  evident  that  the  privileges  and 
value  of  the  library  are  being  better  appreciated  year  by  year.  At 
the  close  of  the  last  library  year  1281  persons  were  entitled  to 
draw  books  under  the  new  registration.  During  the  year  just 
closed  1159  new  names  were  added,  49  were  cancelled,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  *2391  names  are  now  registered.  The  rate  of  increase  is 
about  100  per  month. 

UNSKILLED  HELP  ASKED  FOR. 

During  the  past  year  302  books  have  been  sent  to  the  bindery 
to  be  bound  or  rebound,  the  total  cost  of  which  was  $135.60,  an 
average  of  about  45  cents  per  volume,  while  278  have  been  repaired 
and  1629  covered  at  the  library,  or  a  total  of  1907.  The  estimated 
time  employed  at  this  work  was  fully  100  hours.  Double  this  time, 
at  least,  has  been  consumed  in  going  to  and  from  the  book  shelves, 
which  are  scattered  over  a  large  area  in  this  library.  Work  of 
this  sort  seriously  robs  the  librarian  of  time  which  could  be  more 
advantageously  employed  in  bettering  the  condition  of  the  library, 
and  making  it  more  serviceable  to  the  citizens ;  and  it  is  of  a  kind 
that  requires  neither  much  skill  nor  intelligence.  Accordingly,  in 
view  of  these  facts,  and  of  the  general  increase  of  library  work, 
the  librarian  feels  justified  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  need  of 
further  help,  such  as  could  be  best  furnished  by  a  boy  of  fourteen 
or  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  would  add  that  no  library  of  the 
grade  of  this  one  with  which  he  is  acquainted  is  so  restricted  in 
help,  and  that  no  librarian  is  called  upon  to  devote  so  much  time 
to  minor  matters  which  could  so  advantageously  be  done  by 
another. 


THE  WANT  OF  A  CATALOGUE. 

The  necessity  which  is  so  apparent,  of  doing  something  towards 
cataloguing  and  making  the  attendant  changes  at  the  library,  can- 
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not  be  urged  too  strongly.  Since  the  last  catalogue  was  issued 
the  books  in  the  library  have  increased  in  number  nearly  one- 
half.  In  practical  value  it  may  be  said  they  more  than  equal  the 
entire  collection  of  twelve  years  ago,  and  the  proportion  drawn 
from  the  newer  books  is  of  course  many  times  in  excess  of  that 
drawn  from  the  older.  The  catalogue  as  it  exists  today  is  practi 
cally  useless.  Aside  from  classic  literature,  there  is  hardly  a  sub¬ 
ject  in  which  one  would  care  to  rest  his  investigation  on  the  auth¬ 
orities  alone  as  they  existed  down  to  1878.  If  he  would  go  far¬ 
ther,  he  has  thirteen  annual  supplements  to  pore  over  before  he 
exhausts  the  resources  of  the  library.  The  ordinary  borrower  has 
not  the  time  for  this,  and  so  he  naturally  takes  the  shorter  cut 
of  depending  on  the  librarian  for  his  selection  of  books.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  librarian  to  meet  these  calls,  but  the  days  are  not  long 
enough  for  fulfilling  them  properly,  and  at  the  best  many  must  go 
away  dissatisfied.  It  has  often  been  said  that  a  library  without  a 
good  catalogue  is  like  a  book  without  an  index.  Our  library  is 
practically  without  an  index,  and  its  table  of  contents  is  scat¬ 
tered  through  the  book  at  the  head  of  each  chapter,  and  not  col¬ 
lected  in  order  at  the  beginning. 

CHANGES  IN  CLASSIFICATION. 

Reference  was  made  above  to  “attendant  changes.”  Several  of 
the  principal  alcoves  are  now  so  filled  that  a  new  distribution  has 
become  imperative.  We  have  an  abundance  of  shelf  room, — 
enough  for  fifty  years  to  come,  even  at  a  much  larger  annual  rate 
of  increase  than  at  present ;  but  the  books  must  be  shelved  by 
some  method,  and  one  that  will  require  the  least  effort  and  the 
shortest  time  to  get  at  them.  It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  by  our 
system  of  notation  and  classification  whenalarge  number  of  books 
are  removed  from  an  alcove  they  must  change  their  numbers,  and 
without  a  corresponding  change  in  the  catalogue  confusion  will 
result.  This  further  complicates  the  catalogue  question.  I  would 
ask  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  take  the  whole  mat¬ 
ter  into  consideration. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOL  PUPILS*  CARDS. 

A  year  ago,  by  your  authority,  I  began  issuing  special  cards  to 
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teachers  in  the  public  schools,  by  means  of  which  five  books  on 
topics  connected  wdth  the  school  studies  could  be  drawn  at  one 
time.  The  plan  proved  a  success  from  the  start,  and  a  large 
number  of  standard  books,  particularly  on  subjects  connected 
with  history  and  English  literature,  now  go  into  the  public  schools, 
are  recommended  by  the  teachers  to  pupils,  and  are  freely  con¬ 
sulted.  This  system  has  for  some  years  been  in  most  successful 
operation  in  other  cities,  and  is  very  promising  of  good  results  in 
this.  I  would  now  go  a  step  further,  in  keeping  with  the  plan, 
and  recommend  that  a  special  card  for  pupils  be  issued,  to  pupils 
of  the  High  school  only  at  present,  such  cards  to  be  given  to  any 
pupil  presenting  a  written  request  signed  by  a  teacher  of  the 
school,  and  on  it  to  be  issued  only  such  book  or  books  as  are  rec¬ 
ommended  by  the  teacher. 


CONCLUSION. 

The  change  in  the  system  of  heating  the  library  room,  made 
under  the  direction  of  the  president  of  the  board,  has  resulted 
favorably,  in  that  the  heat  now  entering  the  alcoves  is  better  con¬ 
trolled,  and  thereby  better  distributed. 

Further  information  on  library  matters  which  it  is  the  province 
of  the  librarian  to  impart  will  be  found  in  the  appendices. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS,  Librarian. 

Newburyport,  December  8,  1890. 
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APPENDIX  A.— RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

(Authorized  by  City  Council.) 

CREDITS. 


City  appropriation  . 

. 

.  $1,200  00 

From  dog  licenses  . 

• 

909  95 

From  town  of  Newbury  . 

EXPENDITURES. 

150  00 

$2,259  95 

Salaries  .... 

.  $1,941  47 

Printing  and  advertising  . 

188  70 

Binding  books  . 

135  60 

Insurance  .... 

90  00 

Library  supplies 

37  88 

Expressage 

24  95 

Repairing  clocks 

4  50 

$2,423  10 

Overdrawn 

(  Miscellaneous.) 

RECEIPTS. 

$163  15 

Received  from  fines  . 

•  t  •  • 

EXPENDITURES. 

8 

$51  50 

Postage  .... 

•  •  ♦  • 

$9  54 

Sundry  supplies 

•  •  •  • 

9  83 

Post  office  box  rent  . 

.  .  . 

2  00 

Express  and  truckage 

*  •  •  • 

1  75 

23  12 

Balance  unexpended 


$30  38 
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APPENDIX  B.— BUILDING  FUND. 

To  the  Directors  of  the  Public  Library  : 

It  is  well  known  that  certain  persons  subscribed  money  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  presenting  to  the  city  of  Newburyport  a  suitable  building  for  the 
public  library,  and  appointed  a  committee  from  their  number  with  full 
powers  to  carry  their  wishes  into  effect.  In  pursuance  thereof  the  pres¬ 
ent  building  was  purchased  and  prepared,  and  a  deed  thereof  with  the 
grounds  adjoining  thereto,  on  certaiu  conditions,  given  to  the  city,  leav¬ 
ing,  however,  money  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  unexpended,  one  of 
the  conditions  being  that  an  annual  report  should  be  made  to  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  public  library  of  their  action  in  the  premises.  In  conformity 
therewith,  the  treasurer  desires  to  state  to  your  body  that  the  surplus, 
amounting  originally  to  the  sum  of  $5000,  remains  where  it  was  origi¬ 
nally  deposited  in  the  Institution  for  Savings,  from  whence  it  can  only 
be  withdrawn  by  the  action  of  the  trustees  of  the  fund. 

Power  was  given  the  committee  to  expend  in  their  discretion  the 
income  of  the  fund  in  keeping  the  library  building  in  repair,  and  its  gen¬ 
eral  maintenance. 

The  sum  reserved  remains  intact.  During  the  25  years  or  more  it  has 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  the  interest  has  exceeded  the  original 
principal,  which  has  been  expended  as  designed,  and  thus  benefited  the 
city  to  that  extent.  At  the  present  time  $445.24  remains  of  the  interest. 

The  account  of  the  treasurer  has  from  the  first  been  regularly  audited. 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  Treasurer. 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  ) 

SAMUEL  J.  SPALDING,  [  Trustees. 

DANIEL  1\  FISKE.  J 


Newburyport,  December  8,  1890. 
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APPENDIX  C.— PEABODY  FUND. 

In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  Mr.  George  Peabody,  in  his  gift 
of  $15,000,  to  be  used  at  the  discretion  of  certain  trustees  whom  he  named 
with  power  to  fill  bjT  their  election  any  vacancy,  that  the  income  derived 
from  the  gift  should  be  kept  separately  from  that  received  from  other 
sources,  and  further  requested  that  an  annual  report  of  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  fund  should  be  prepared  and  published,  the  present  treasurer, 
who  received  that  amount  from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Peabody  many  years 
ago,  desires  to  give  public  notice  that  it  is  still  iu  the  Institution  for  Sav¬ 
ings,  where  it  was  originally  deposited,  from  whence  it  can  only  be  with¬ 
drawn  on  the  written  order  of  a  majority  of  the  trustees  of  the  fund. 

Since  the  last  report,  at  which  time  $312  remained  on  hand,  the  income 
thereof  has  been  $600,  and  the  amount  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
books  $640.89,  up  to  this  date,  leaving  a  balance  of  $271.11  as  occasion 
arises. 

It  should  be  stated  that  the  treasurer's  accounts  of  receipts  and  expen¬ 
ditures  have  always  been  regularly  audited. 

The  names  of  the  trustees  of  the  Peabody  Fund  are  hereto  subjoined. 


EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  Treasurer. 


EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY, 
E.  F.  STONE, 

WILLIAM  H.  SWASEY, 
DANIEL  T.  FISKE, 

J.  J.  CURRIER. 


Trustees. 
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APPENDIX  D.— RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  OF  TRUST 

FUNDS.  ' 


SAWYER  FUND. 


1889.  Receipts . 

Nov.  26.  Balance  from  1889,  $26.42 

1890. 

Jan.  2.  Income  .  .  112  50 

July  1.  “  .  .  112  50 

Oct.  30.  Cash  (book  lost)  2  00 


$253  42 


Expenditures. 

Bills  paid  for  books  . 

Balance  to  new  account 


$211  95 
41  47 

$253  42 


BRADBURY  FUND. 


1889 

Nov.  26.  Balance  from  1889,  $18  00 
1890. 

April  30.  Income  .  .  20  00 
Oct.  28.  “  .  .20  00 

Nov.  25.  Trans,  from  Green 

Fund  ....  50 


$58  50 


Bills  paid  for  books  .  .  $58  50 


$58  50 


FROTHINGHAM  FUND. 


1889. 

Nov.  26.  Balance  from  1889,  $  75 

1890. 

March  1.  Income  .  .  40  00 

Bills  paid  for  books  . 

Balance  to  new  account 

.  $30  49 

10  26 

$40  75 

$40  75 

GREEN 

FUND. 

]  889. 

Nov.  26.  Balance  from  1889,  $24  94 
1890. 

March  1.  Income  .  .  40  00 
Oct.  28.  .  .40  00 

Bills  paid  for  books 
Balance  to  new  account 

.  $35  81 
69  13 

$104  94 

$104  94 

WILLIAMS  FUND. 

1889. 

Nov.  26.  Balance  from  1889,  $  2  07 

1890. 

March  1.  Income  .  .  40  00 

Bills  paid  for  books  . 

Balance  to  new  account, 

.  $30  68 

11  39 

$42  07 

$42  07 
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APPENDIX  E.— STATEMENT  OF  LIBRARY  INCREASE,  WITH 

THE  CLASSIFICATION. 


Number  of  books  iu  library  per  report  of  1889 
Added  by  purchase  iu  1890 : 

From  income  of  Peabody  Fund 

44  Sawyer  “ 

44  Todd  “ 

“  Frothiugham 4* 

44  Williams  “ 

44  Green  14 

44  Bradbury  “ 

Added  by  donation . 


Books  worn  out  and  withdrawn  . 
Replaced  from  purchases,  included  abov 

Present  number  of  books  in  library 


25,604 


307 

162 

67 

39 

33 

13 

6 

- 627 

145 


26,376 


43 

27 

—  70 


26,306 


Net  increase  from  last  year .  702 

The  additions  for  the  year  may  be  classified  as  follows :  General 
works,  including  magazines,  periodicals  and  reviews,  108;  philosophy, 
2 ;  theology  and  religious  works,  26 ;  social  and  political  science,  40 ; 
philology,  6;  natural  science,  16;  useful  arts,  18 ;  fine  arts,  13;  adult 
fiction,  107;  miscellaneous  literature,  95;  juvenile,  49;  biography,  80; 
history,  75;  travels  and  descriptive,  75;  unclassified  (government  publi- 
cations^,  87.  Total,  772. 
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APPENDIX  F.— STATEMENT  OF  CIRCULATION  FOR  THE  YEAR 

ENDING  NOVEMBER  25,  1890. 


During  the  past  year  there  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  library  for 
home  use  31,727  books.  The  circulation  by  months  was  as  follows: 
Last  week  November,  543;  December,  2792;  January,  3088 ;  February, 
2941;  March.  3534;  April,  3070;  May,  2811;  June,  2302;  July,  2011; 
August  (eight  days),  575;  September,  2453;  October,  3081 ;  November 
(to  25th),  2640.  Largest  daily  circulation,  Saturday,  October  25,  267 ; 
largest  weekly  circulation,  week  ending  March  2,  898;  largest  monthty 
circulation,  March,  3534.  The  classification  of  the  books  drawn  was  as 
follows : 


Adult  fiction . 

Juvenile  literature . 

Travels,  description  and  adventure  . 
Miscellaneous  literature  (poetry,  essays,  etc.) 

History . 

Biography  and  genealogy  .... 
Natural  science,  useful  and  fine  arts 

Magazines,  reviews . 

Philosophy  and  social  scieno' 

Theology  and  religion  .... 


Number. 

Per  cent. 

17,349 

54.7 

4,634 

14.6 

2,507 

7.9 

2,094 

6.6 

1,808 

5.7 

1,317 

4.1 

934 

2.9 

402 

1.3 

343 

1.1 

339 

1.1 

31.727 

100.0 

Total 
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APPENDIX  G.— DONATIONS  TO  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  1890. 


Name  and  location.  Books.  Pamph. 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester,  Mass.  .  1 

American  Humane  Association,  Boston,  Mass.  .  .  ••  1 

Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass .  ••  3 

Avery,  W.  H.,  Tacoma,  W .  1 

Boston,  cityr  of .  1 

Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  Company  ....  2 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association,  Boston  ...  2 

Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company . •  1 

Citizens  Association,  Boston . •  2 

Coffin,  E.  F.,  Newburyport .  2  1 

Couch,  Miss  Mary  E.,  Newburyport  ....  2 

Currier,  E.  H.,  New  York . •  •  1 

Dalton,  J.  G.,  Boston . 1 

Eddy,  Mrs.  M.  B  G.,  Boston .  1 

Frothingham,  Robert  I.,  Brooklyn . ••  *200 

Gale,  George  H.,  New  York . •  •  1 

Griffis,  Rey.  William  Elliot,  Boston  ....  1 

Haskell,  L.,  Newburyport . ••  *122 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass .  1 

Herald  Publishing  Co.,  Newburyport  ....  3 

Home,  Mme.  Dunglas .  1 

Hurd,  Dr.  E.  P.,  Newburyport . 1 

Ingersoll,  Edward,  New  York . ••  1 

Johnstown  Fund  Commission,  Johnstown,  Pa.  .  .  ••  1 

Library  trustees’  and  librarians’  reports,  etc. : 

American  Library  Association . •  1 

Boston,  Public  Library . •  3 

Chicago,  Newberry  Library . •  •  1 

Public  Library . •  •  1 

Concord,  Mass.,  Free  Library . •  1 

Georgetown,  Mass.,  Peabody  Library  ...  .  •  1 

Hopedale,  Mass.,  Public  Library  ....  . .  1 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library  :  .  .  . .  1 

Lowed,  Mass.,  City  Library . •  •  1 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Public  Library . •  •  1 

Massachusetts,  State  Library . •  •  1 

Marlborough,  Mass.,  Public  Library  ...  ..  1 

Newton,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library  ...  ..  1 


♦Magazines. 
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Annual  reports. 


Name  and  location. 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Public  Library . 

Peabody,  Mass.,  Peabody  Institute  . 

Portland,  Me.,  Public  Library . 

Providence,  R.  I.,  Public  Library  . 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Public  Library  . 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library . 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Mercantile  Association  . 
Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library  Association  . 
Taunton,  Mass.,  Public  Library  . 

Woburn,  Mass.,  Public  Library  . 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library  . 

Lowell,  Mass.,  Old  Residents’  Association 

McKnight,  D.  A.,  New  York . 

Massachusetts  Club,  Boston . 

Massachusetts,  commonwealth  of . 

Moseley,  Edward  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Edward  S.,  Newburyport  . 

New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society, 

Boston . 

New  York  city,  department  public  works 

Newburyport,  city  of . 

Parsons,  John  D.,  Newburyport . 

Peale,  R.  S.  &  Co.,  Chicago . 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Philadelphia 

Perkins  Institute,  Boston . 

Poor,  H.  V.  &  H.  W.,  New  York . 

Providence,  R.  I.,  Board  of  Trade . 

Stone,  E.  F.,  Newburyport . 

Tappan,  Eugene,  Winchester,  Mass . 

Todd,  William  C.,  Newburyport . 

Tribune,  New  York . 

Tuttle,  est.  M.  L.,  by  J.  J.  Currier,  trustee 

Unitarian  Association,  Boston . 

United  States,  Bureau  of  Education  . 

Bureau  of  Pensions . 

Coast  Survey . 

Department  of  Agriculture . 

“  Interior . 

“  the  Navy . 

u  State . 

“  the  Treasury . 

“  War . 

Fish  Commission . 


Books.  Bauipli. 


1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

9 


1 


1 

1 


1 

1 

1 


70 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


2 


1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


3 

3 


8 

1 


5 


1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

I 


14 
2 
1 

15 
23 
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Name  and  location.  Books.  Pamph. 

Life  Saving  Service  Bureau . 1 

Mint .  .  . .  1 

♦Signal  Service  Bureau . 4 

Smithsonian  Institute . 7 

Unknown  sources . 4 

Washburn,  W.  T.,  New  York . 1 

Washington  Home,  Boston  . . ••  1 

Winchester  Home  Corporation,  Boston  ....  . .  1 

Woodruff,  W.,  Salt  Lake  City .  1 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn . .  1 


*Also,  daily  weather  maps  from  Washington  and  Boston,  summaries,  etc. 


io  >o 
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APPENDIX  H.— MAGAZINES,  QUARTERLIES  AND  REVIEWS 

NEEDED  TO  COMPLETE  SETS. 

Harpers’  Magazine  (for  duplicate  sets) — January,  March,  April,  May, 
1853;  February,  1856;  vols.  1G,  17,  18  and  19,  from  December,  1857,  and 
including  December,  1859;  December,  1865;  October,  1867 ;  September, 
1871;  July,  1885;  July,  1886,  to  date. 

Scribner’s  and  the  Century  (for  duplicate  sets) — Almost  any.  Note — 
Copies  of  the  above  magazines  are  always  useful  to  take  the  place  of 
worn-out  copies. 

Quarterly  Review  (London) — Vols.  3  and  4  (1809,  TO),  vol.  8  (1813), 
vol.  20  (index  1818),  vols.  39,  40  (1828,  ’29),  vols.  66-117  (1840-65),  vols. 
159,  ’60  (1884). 

United  States  Magazine  and  Democratic  Review — Vols.  1-4  inclusive, 
(1837  and  1838),  7,  8,  9,  (January,  1840,  to  January,  1844),  14,  15,  (1844), 
26-29  (1850-’51),  and  any  thereafter. 

North  American  Review — Vol.  3  (1816),  Vol.  7  (1818). 

Edinburgh  Review — Vol.  40  (1824),  Vols.  101-132  (1854-1870),  Vols. 
159,  160,  (1884). 

Old  and  New — Vol.  1  (1870),  and  later  than  May,  1875. 

Galaxy — first  nine  volumes  (1861-1869). 

Lippincott’s — Auy  number,  but  especially  first  five  volumes,  (January 
1868— July,  1870). 

Nineteenth  Century — Auy  previous  to  July,  1884. 

Our  Young  Folks — Any  numbers. 

Popular  Science  Review  (English) — Any. 

Every  Saturday — Previous  to  1872  (first  series). 

British  Quarterly  Review — First  52  volumes  (previous  to  1871). 

Contemporary  Review — First  34  volumes  (previous  to  April,  1879) 

Appleton’s  Journal — Vols.  1,  2,  3. 

Fortnightly  Review — Any  previous  to  1884. 

Punch — Any  previous  to  1870,  from  1873  to  1882. 

English  Illustrated  Magazine — Previous  to  1883. 

Andover  Review — First  three  volumes,  (1884-5). 

Christian  Examiner — Vols.  16-25,  (1834-1839). 

Unitarian  Review — First  fourteen  volumes,  (1874-1881). 

Temple  Bar — First  65  volumes,  (previous  to  1882). 

MacMillan's  Magazine — First  44  volumes,  (prior  to  1881),  Vol.  52, 
(April  to  November,  1885). 

New  Englander — First  32  volumes,  (previous  to  1874). 

Littell’s  Living  Age — Vols.  67-99,  (1861-1868). 

Chamber’s  Journal — Previous  to  1864,  (1870-1884). 

Good  Words — Prior  to  1860,  1869,  1872. 

Nature — Vol.  5,  October,  1871-May,  1872. 

Bibliotheca  Sacra — Vol.  42,  (1885). 

International  Review — Vol.  1,  (1874,)  later  than  1882. 

Westminster  Review— Prior  to  1871. 
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APPENDIX  I.— THE  TODD  FUND. 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance  from  last  year  .  ....  $28(1  83 

From  William  C.  Todd .  400  00 

-  $6S6  83 


EXPENDITURES. 


Periodicals  and  newspaper* . $398  10 

Post  office  box  . . 3  00 

- 401  10 


Balance  to  new  year 


$285  73 


The  great  need  of  more  books  for  ready  reference  in  connection  with 
the  reading  room  still  remains.  But  notwithstanding  this  deficiency, 
the  room  continues  in  great  prosperity  and  usefulness. 


S.  J.  SPALDING,  Treasurer. 
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Donations  to  the  Reading 

CD 


The  Newburyport  Daily  New7' 
The  Saturday  Night  . 
Unitarian  Beview 
Christian  Begister 
Congressional  Becord  . 

Home  Missionary 
Liberal  Free  Mason 
New  York  Observer  . 
Congressional  Directory 
Good  Health 

Signal  Service  Wenther  Map- 
Official  Gazette  . 

Signs  of  the  Tinru's 
The  Manifesto 
The  Student’s  Journal 
Tacoma  Illustrated 


Room— 1890. 

News  Publishing  Co. 
Publishers. 

Am.  Unitarian  Ass’n. 
do. 

Hon.  Wm.  Cogswell. 
E.  S.  Moseley. 
Joseph  B.  Lincoln. 
Hon,  John  N.  Pike. 
E.  S.  Moseley. 
Publishers. 

Gen.  A.  W.  Greeley. 
Patent  Office. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Wm.  H.  Avery. 
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Publications  in  the  Newburyport  Free  Reading  Room. 


DAILIES. 


Newburyport  Morning  Herald, 
News  (evening), 
Standard  (morning), 
Boston  Advertiser  (morning), 
Herald  u 

Post  u 

Globe  (evening), 
Journal 

Transcript  l,(> 

Traveller  u 

Portland,  Me.,  Advertiser(evening) 
Providence,  R.I.,  Journal  (morning) 
Chicago,  Ill.,  Times  u 

SEMI-WEEKLY,  WEEKLY  A1 

Alta  California,  San  Francisco, 
Bradstreet's,  New  York, 

Christian  Register,  Boston, 
Chronicle,  San  Francisco, 
Commercial  Bulletin,  Boston, 
Constitution,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Courier-Journal,  Louisville,  Ky., 
Dispatch,  Richmond,  Va., 
Enquirer,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Financial  and  Commercial  Chroni¬ 
cle,  N.  Y. 

Forest  and  Stream,  N.  Y. 

Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  Paper, 
N.  Y. 

Gazette,  Montreal,  Canada, 

Gazette,  Salem,  Mass. 

Graphic,  London,  England, 
Harpers’  Bazar,  N.  Y ., 

Weekly,  N.  Y., 

Young  People,  N.  Y., 
Herald,  Rutland,  Vt., 

Independent,  N.  Y., 

Journal  of  Education,  Boston, 
Journal,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 


New  York  Herald,  (morning), 
Journal  of  Commerce  “ 

Star  “ 

Sun  u 

Times  “ 

Tribune  .  “ 

World  u 

Mail  and  Express  (evening), 
Post  “ 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  Argus  (morning), 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  North  American 
(morning), 

Congressional  Record, Washington. 

MONTHLY  PUBLICATIONS. 
Machinist,  N.  Y., 

Mirror  and  Farmer,  Manchester, 
N.  H. 

Nation,  N.  Y. 

Nature,  London,  England , 

News,  Charleston,  S.  C., 

Observer,  N.  Y., 

Picayune,  New  Orleans,  La., 
Pioneer-Press,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
Punch,  London,  England, 

Register,  Mobile,  Ala., 

Republican,  Springfield,  Mass., 
Rocky  Mountain  Weekly,  Denver, 
Col. 

Scientific  American,  New  York, 
Builders’  Edition,  “ 

Supplement, 

Signs  of  the  Times,  u 

Star,  Washington,  D.  C., 

Times,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Times,  London,  England, 

Tribune,  Chicago,  Ill., 

Weekly  News,  Galveston,  Texas, 
Official  Gazette,  U.  S.  Patent  Office. 
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MAGAZINES  AND  QUARTERLIES. 


DOMESTIC. 


Agriculturist,  N.  Y., 

Andover  Review,  Boston, 

Atlantic  Monthly,  u 
Ballou’s  Magaziue  “ 

Bibliotheca  Sacra,  Oberlin,  O., 
Century,  N.  Y., 

Current  Literature,  N  Y., 

Frank  Leslie’s  Popular  Monthly, 
N.  Y., 

Forum,  N.  Y., 

Godey’s  Ladies’  Book, Philadelphia, 
Harpers’  Magazine,  N.  Y., 
Household  Magazine,  Brattleboro’, 
Vt., 

Home  Missionary,  Boston, 

FOI 

Art  Journal,  London, 

Blackwood’s,  Edinburgh, 

Cassell’s  Magazine,  London, 
Contemporary  Review,  London, 
Edinburgh  Review,  Edinburgh, 
English  Illustrated  Magaziue,  Lon¬ 
don, 


Journal  of  Chemistry,  Boston, 
Ladies’  Home  Journal, Philadelphia 
Liberal  Free  Mason, 

Lippincott’s  Magazine, Philadelphia 
Littell’s  Living  Age,  Boston, 
Naturalist,  Philadelphia, 

New  England  Magazine, 

New  Englander,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
North  American,  N.  Y., 

Peterson’s  Magazine,  Philadelphia, 
Political  Science  Quarterly,  N.  Y., 
Popular  Science  Monthly,  N.  Y., 
St.  Nicholas,  N.  Y., 

Unitarian  Review,  Boston, 


Fortnightly  Review,  London, 

Good  Words,  London, 

London  Quarterly  Review,  London 
Macmillan’s  Magazine,  London, 
Nineteenth  Century,  London, 
Temple  Bar,  London, 

Westminster  Review,  London, 


BOOKS  OF  REFERENCE. 


Chamber’s  Encyclopaedia,  15  vols. 
Braude’s  Encyclopaedia,  2  vols., 
Lippincott’s  Biograph.  Dictionary, 
Lippincott’s  Gazeteer, 

Anthon  Classical  Dictionary, 
American  Newspaper  Annual, 
Worcester’s  Dictionary, 

Boston  Directory, 

Massachusetts  Business  Directory, 
Newburyport  Directory, 

Revised  Statutes  of  Massachusetts, 
Poor’s  Manual  of  Railroads, 
History  of  Woman  Suffrage, 
Shipping  Record, 

Catalogue  of  Public  Library, 
Bradley’s  Atlas  of  the  World, 

Supplement  to  the  St 


Map  of  the  United  States, 

Map  of  Rockingham  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Map  of  Essex  County,  Mass., 
Johnson’s  Atlas  of  the  World, 
New  Eng.  Business  Directory, 

The  Pathfinder  and  Railway  Guide, 
Congressional  Directory, 

Quaiu’s  Directory  of  Medicine, 
United  States  Dispensatory, 
Clinical  Therapeutics, 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach, 

Diseases  of  the  Liver, 

Diseases  of  the  Heart, 

Diseases  of  the  Kidney, 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System, 
On  the  Morphine  Habit, 
tes  of  Massachusetts. 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


In  Board  of  Directors,  \ 
Newburyport,  Dec.  14,  1891.  j 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Directors,  together  with  the  accompanying 
reports,  be  transmitted  to  the  City  Council,  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  sec¬ 
tion  5th  of  the  ordinance  concerning  the  Public  Library. 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS,  Secretary. 
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TRUSTEES  OF  THE  LIBRARY— 1 892. 


/ 


f  ORRIN  J.  GURNEY,  Mayor. 

ALDERMEN. 

JOHN  W.  ALLEN,  CHARLES  W.  PAGE,  HENRY  C.  PLUMMER 
CIPAS.  C.  STOCKMAN,  GEO.  E.  STICKNEY,  ANDREW  R.  CURTIS 


.DIRECTORS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


ORRIN  J.  GURNEY,  Mayor  .... 
IRVIN  BESSE,  President  of  Common  Council  . 
EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  Trustee  of  Building  Fund 
*SAMUEL  J.  SPALDING, 

ELISHA  P.  DODGE, 

NATHAN  N.  WITHINGTON,  term  of  office  expires 
WILLIAM  R.  JOHNSON, 

AMOS  NOYES, 

SAMUEL  C.  BEANE, 

ENOCH  C.  ADAMS, 

CHARLES  C.  DAME, 

JOHN  E.  BAILEY, 


Ex-officio. 

U 


1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PEABODY  FUND. 


EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  WILLIAM  H.  SWASEY 

EBEN  F.  STONE,  DANIEL  T.  FISKE, 

JOHN  J.  CURRIER. 


Librarian . 

Assistant  Librarian  . 

Extra  Assistant  . 
Superintendent  of  Reading  Room 
Janitor . 


JOHN  D.  PARSONS. 
EFFIE  A.  TENNEY. 

E.  S.  THURSTON. 
MARTHA  P.  LUNT. 
DANIEL'  P.  DONNELL. 


*Died  April  n,  1892. 


ORGANIZATION 


OF  THE 

Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library 

+  J 

FOR  1892. 


President— ORRIN  J.  GURNEY. 

Secretary, 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS. 

Committee  on  Library, 

SAMUEL  C.  BEANE,  WILLIAM  R.  JOHNSON. 

Committee  on  Librarian, 

AMOS  NOYES,  ELISHA  P.  DODGE,  NATHAN  N.  WITHINGTON. 

I 

Committee  on  Library  Room, 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  IRVIN  BESSE. 

Committee  on  Reading  Room, 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  ENOCH  C.  ADAMS,  JOHN  E.  BAILEY. 

Committee  on  Finance  and  Accounts, 

ORRIN  J.  GURNEY,  WM.  R.  JOHNSON,  CHARLES  C.  DAME. 

Committee  on  Bradbury  Fund, 

CHARLES  C.  DAME,  SAMUEL  C.  BEANE,  N.  N.  WITHINGTON. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  of  Newburyport : 

Gentlemen  : — According  to  established  custom,  the  directors  of 
the  Public  Library  submit  to  you  their  thirty-sixth  annual  report. 

The  library  during  the  past  year  has  made  the  usual  increase  in 
the  number  of  books,  and  we  have  evidence  that  there  has  been  of 
recent  years  a  very  considerable  increase  in  its  usefulness  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  Never  before  has  it  been  resorted  to  so  much,  not  only  for  en- 
te:  tainment  of  readers  but  for  the  instruction  afforded  by  its  means 
in  general  knowledge,  or  in  special  matters  of  investigation,  for  which 
it  affords  better  facilites  each  year  by  the  addition  of  works  of  refer 
ence.  We  can  also  speak  with  some  degree  of  pride  of  the  Reading 
Room,  the  appreciation  of  which  by  the  public  is  made  manifest  by 
the  increasing  number  of  those  who  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges. 
By  the  liberality  of  its  endowment  we  are  able  to  furnish  readers 
with  the  best  newspapers,  magazines  and  reviews  of  this  country,  and 
some  of  the  leading  ones  of  England,  and  with  more  variety  than 
ever  before. 

Since  our  last  annual  report  the  death  of  Mr.  James  Parton,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Public  Library,  has  caused  a  loss 
to  us,  as  it  has  been  to  this  community  especially  and  to  the  litera¬ 
ture  of  the  country.  Mr.  Parton’s  eminence  as  an  author,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  field  of  biography,  is  generally  recognized.  For  near¬ 
ly  ten  years  he  had  served  on  this  board,  during  all  of  which  time  he 
was  on  the  Committee  on  Library,  which  selects  the  books  which 
ere  added,  and  to  him  we  have  been  largely  indebted  for  the  wisdom 
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with  which  additions  to  the  library  have  been  made.  His  choice  of 
books  was  catholic  and  discriminating,  and  in  our  meetings  his  kind¬ 
ly  presence  and  his  wide  knowledge  made  us  all  his  friends  and  re¬ 
spectful  to  his  advice  and  recommendations. 

There  are  no  great  changes  to  report  in  regard  to  the  Library,  but 
its  condition  and  that  of  the  funds  by  which  it  is  aided  as  also  of  the 
building  fund,  will  be  found  in  the  librarian’s  and  other  reports  here¬ 
with  submitted. 

E.  P.  DODGE, 

O.  J.  GURNEY, 

E.  S.  MOSELEY, 

S.  J.  SPALDING, 

D.  T.  FISKE, 

^  .  R.  JACOBY, 

N.  N.  WITHINGTON, 

W.  R.  JOHNSON, 

AMOS.  NOYES, 

E.  C.  ADAMS, 

G.  G.  DAME, 

Newburyport,  December  15,  1892. 


Directors 

OF  THE 

Public  Library. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Committee  o?i  Library  : 

Gentlemen  : — I  herewith  submit  the  36th  annual  report  of  the 
Librarian  of  the  Newburyport  Public  Library. 

During  the  August  vacation  the  books  on  the  shelves  were  count¬ 
ed,  as  a  basis  of  future  reckoning.  There  were  found  to  be  27,734 
volumes.  Last  year  the  number  was  returned  as  26,306,  which  with 
the  additions  up  to  the  time  of  the  recount  would  have  made  26,928. 
Accordingly  a  discrepancy  existed,  of  805  volumes,  and  the  rectifica¬ 
tion  of  this  error,  which  I  have  for  some  time  suspected,  was  well 
worth  the  trouble.  Since  that  time  267  volumes  have  been  added,  of 
which  three  were  to  take  the  place  of  worn  out  copies,  and  32  have 
been  withdrawn  as  unfit  for  further  service,  leaving  as  the  present 
number  of  volumes  in  the  library  27,941. 

r  , 

During  the  past  year  890  volumes  have  been  added  and  84  with¬ 
drawn.  Of  this  number  785  were  purchased,  165  donated.  Of  the 
purchases  nearly  one-half  were  from  the  income  of  the  Peabody  Fund, 
which  still  is  our  principal  resource  for  building  up  the  library,  and, 
for  over  20  years  has  been  invaluable  in  providing  us  with  the  best 
literature. 

The  Library  growth  for  the  year  is  fully  set  fourth  in  Appendix  E. 

The  number  of  books  withdrawn  from  the  Library  for  home  use 
during  the  period  under  review  was  34,646,  against  31,727  for  the 
corresponding  term  last  year,  an  increase  of  2919.  Of  this  number 
10  are  now  missing  from  the  shelves,  all  of  slight  monetary  value, 
and  the  cost  of  replacing  such  as  should  be  replaced  is  about  $5.00. 
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One  book  could  not  be  recovered  because  the  heads  of  the  family 
had  been  sent  to  prison  and  the  household  was  dispersed.  Another 
borrower  had  gone  to  sea.  Others  had  left  town  and  had  not  left 
their  addresses,  and  one  was,  prima  facie,  a  thief,  if  either  a  false 
name  or  residence  is  evidence. 

That  we  suffer  as  slightly  as  we  do  from  loss  of  books  is  remark¬ 
able,  considering  the  freedom  with  which  the  public  is  allowed  to 
use  the  library.  In  nearly  every  library  of  my  acquaintance  no  card 
is  issued  to  a  person  not  known  to  be  an  established  citizen  or  tax¬ 
payer,  without  a  written  guarantee  from  some  tax-payer  or  profes¬ 
sional  man,  who  is  heldfor  the  faithful  observance  of  the  rules  on  the 
part  of  the  borrower,  or,  in  place  of  that,  a  small  deposit  of  money  is 
required.  I  would  not  recommend  that  any  restriction  be  put  on 
the  free  use  of  the  library,  as  at  present  conducted,  believing  that 
the  general  public  can  better  afford  the  slight  loss  annually  entailed 
than  to  deprive  many  worthy  and  honest  people  who  could  not  per¬ 
haps  obtain  suitable  endorsers,  of  the  privileges  of  the  Library. 

Statistics  regarding  the  circulation  of  the  books  are  given  in  Ap¬ 
pendix  F.  No  account  is  made  of  the  use  of  books  for  consultation 
at  the  library  building,  an  important  factor  in  the  usefulness  of  the 
institution. 

The  library  has  been  open  284  days  for  giving  out  books,  against 
287  last  year;  and  290  for  consultation  of  books,  while  the  reading 
room  has  been  open  every  day  but  Sundays.  Th£* average  daily  cir¬ 
culation  has  been  122,  against  hi  last  year.  The  largest  withdraw¬ 
al  of  books  in  a  single  day  was  306,  last  year  it  was  267. 

In  the  two  years  and  three  months  since  a  new  registration  was 
ordered  3,200  borrowers  have  signed,  the  names  of  92  have  been 
canceled,  leaving  3,108  as  the  number  of  persons  now  entitled  to 
take  books  from  the  library. 

There  have  been  sent  to  the  bindery  319  volumes,  of  which  221 
were  for  rebinding.  There  have  also  been  repaired  at  the  library 
471  volumes,  and  2,455  have  been  covered.  This  latter  is  one  of 
the  great  drawbacks  of  the  librarian’s  time.  The  work  here  mention¬ 
ed  is  equivalent  to  about  146  hours,  time,  a  menial  kind  of  service 
which  could  just  as  well  be  performed  by  a  boy  or  a  girl,  in  common 
with  a  number  of  other  routine  duties  which  take  time  simply  but  no 
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skill  or  training.  I  renew  my  request  that  fitting  help  should  be  fur¬ 
nished  for  such  service. 

The  need  of  a  new  catalogue  continues  to  be  the  greatest  want 
for  a  fuller  usefulness  of  the  library,  a  need  felt  not  only  by  the  pub¬ 
lic  who  use  the  library,  but  in  a  greater  degree  by  the  librarian  and 
assistants.  Most  borrowers  will  not  use  a  catalogue  when  they' 
find  it  necessary  to  look  through  an  almost  endless  number  of  sup¬ 
plements,  and  so  the  library  attendants  must,  when  their  memory- 
fails  to  retain  the  books  on  any  subject  called  for.  This  entails  an 
immense  waste  of  time. 

I  had  hoped,  by  this  time  to  have  had  the  fiction  of  the  library 
classified,  catalogued,  and  a  finding  list  published,  but  the  work  has 
proved  greater  than  was  anticipated  and  the  time  which  could  be 
taken  from  other  duties,  less.  The  undertaking  is  still  in  progress, 
and  I  hope  for  its  earliest  completion. 

In  concluding  I  would  make  or  renew  the  following  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  the  Board  : 

1.  That  a  library  assistant  be  employed  to  perform  routine  work — 
repairing  and  covering  books,  keeping  shelves  in  order,  carrying 
books  to  and  fro,  and  the  many  little  things  which  daily  must  be  at¬ 
tended  to. 

2.  That  the  custom  of  putting  paper  covers  on  books  be  discon¬ 
tinued,  except  in  case  of  works  of  fiction  and  juvenile  literature. 

3.  That  students  in  the  High  and  Grammar  schools  be  allowed 
each  a  special  pupil’s  card,  on  which  to  to  draw  books  recommended 
to  them  by  their  teachers,  to  be  read  in  connection  with  their  school 
work. 

Further  details  of  matters  alluded  to  above  are  given  in  the  ac¬ 
companying  appendices. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS,  Librarian. 
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APPENDIX  A.— RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


Appropriation 


.  $1,500  00 


CREDITS. 

From  dog  licenses . $672  06 

“  town  of  Newbury,  use  of  library  for  year  1890  .  150  00 

“  H.  B.  Little,  cash  returned  for  damage  to  hens  .  6  00 

$828  09 

♦  _ , 

Total  appropriation  and  income  .......  $2,328  06 

Amount  undrawn,  transferred  to  incidentals  to  balance  account  .  21  20 

$2,306  86 


EXPENDITURES. 
Authorized  by  the  City  Council. 


John  D.  Parsons,  services  as  librarian  ....  $1,000  01 

Effie  A.  Tenney,  services  as  assistant  librarian  .  .  300  00 

M.  P.  Lunt,  services  as  superintendent  of  reading  room  375  00 

E.  S.  Thurston,  services  at  library  .  .  .  .  .  47  75 

Daniel  P.  Donnell,  janitar  of  library  ....  260  12 

Jackson  &  Co.’s  Express,  expressage  ....  8  30 

News  Publishing  Co.,  printing  and  advertising  .  .  3  5° 

Eben  P.  Goodwin,  stock  and  labor  .  .  .  .  .  315 

C.  R.  Sargent,  sundries  .......  39° 

Caleb  B.  Huse  &  Co.,  printing  ......  to  25 

John  E.  Bailey,  stock  and  labor  .  .  .  .  .  31  01 

Economy  Printing  Co.,  printing  and  advertising  .  .  32  00 

Newburyport  Despatch,  expressage .  .  .  .  •  n  25 


Amount  carried  forward 
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Amount  brought  forward  .... 

.  $2,026 

84 

Newburyport  Herald  Co.,  printing  and  advertising  . 

15 

75 

Library  Bureau,  sundries  ...... 

46 

35 

Lambert  Jackson,  binding  books  .... 

1 1 1 

45 

Henry  W.  Hall,  wrapping  paper  .... 

9 

60 

Lovett’s  Express,  expressage  ..... 

• 

15 

Standard  Newspaper  Co.,  printing  and  advertising  . 

2 

25 

Carter,  Rice  &  Co.,  wrapping  paper 

18 

15 

Almeda  Perkins,  labor  ...... 

16 

92 

$2,306  86 


Mi  seel l  an  eons) 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  from  fines  ...... 

Balance  from  1890  ...... 


EXPENDITURES. 

Postage  ........ 

Sundry  expenses  ....... 

Express  and  truckage  ...... 

Sundry  supplies  ....... 


$59  23 
30  38 


$89  61 


$10  10 
13  75 

5  35. 

6  07 


Balance 


$35  27 
54  34 
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APPENDIX  B— BUILDING  FUND. 

To  the  Directors  of  the  Public  Library: 

The  trustees,  to  whom  was  committed  the  excess  of  money  subscribed  over 
and  above  the  sum  necessary  to  purchase  and  prepare  the  library  building  and  the 
grounds  adjoining  to  be  presented  as  a  free  gift  to  the  city,  as  a  token  of  their  in¬ 
terest  therein,  in  pursuance  of  the  wish  of  the  subscribers  thereto,  that  an  annual 
statement  of  their  action  should  be  submitted  to  the  directors  of  the  library — beg 
leave  to  report  that  the  original  surplus  of  five  thousand  dollars  over  and  above 
the  actual  cost  of  the  building  and  grounds  remains  in  the  Institution  for  Savings, 
where  it  was  originally  deposited,  from  which  the  principal  can  be  withdrawn  only 
upon  the  written  order  of  all  the  trustees. 

In  addition  thereto,  the  sum  of  $637  33  accumulated  ?nd  unexpended  interest 
remains  on  deposit  in  the  Institution,  and  during  the  twenty  years  and  more  the 
original  fund  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  many  thousand  dollars  derived 
from  the  same  source  has  been  expended  in  necessary  repairs  on  the  library  build' 
ing,  and  in  keeping  the  grounds  in  order 

The  account  of  the  treasurer  of  the  fund,  as  has  always  heretofore  been  done 
annually,  has  been  audited. 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY.  Treasurer. 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  ) 

DANIEL  T.  FISKE,  [  Trustees. 

SAMUEL  J.  SPALDING,  j 

Newburyport,  December  14,  1891. 


To  th'e  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Newburyport : 

Since  the  preceding  was  written,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fiske  who,  for  so  many  years, 
(nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century)  has  so  acceptably  filled  various  positions  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  public  library,  has  signified  his  wish  to  retire,  and  the  vacancy  has 
been  filled  by  the  selection  of  Hon.  E.  P.  Dodge. 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY, 
SAMUEL  J.  SPALDING, 

Remaining  Trustees. 

January  1,  1892. 
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APPENDIX  C.— PEABODY  FUND. 


Mr.  George  Peabody,  in  his  munificent  gift  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  the  in¬ 
terest  of  which  he  designed  should  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  Public  Li¬ 
brary  of  the  city,  appended  to  the  gift  the  requirement  that  the  income  should  be 
kept  separate  and  distinct  from  that  derived  from  other  sources,  and  that  an 
annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  fund,  and  amount  of  increase,  be  prepared 
and  published. 

In  pursuance  of  Mr.  Peabody’s  directions,  the  treasurer  therefor  makes  known 
that  the  original  sum  when  received  was  deposited  by  him  in  the  Institution  for 
Savings,  from  whence  it  can  be  withdrawn  only  upon  the  written  order  of  the 
majority  of  the  trustees,  who  have  it  in  charge. 

The  income  during  the  year  and  since  the  last  report  has  been  $675,  of  which 
$400.79  remains  on  hand  at  the  present  time  available  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

The  treasurer’s  accounts  have  always  been  regularly  audited  from  the  time  the 
'fund  was  received  from  Mr.  Peabody  in  1867. 


EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  Treasurer. 


EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY, 
E.  F.  STONE, 

WM.  H.  SWASEY, 
DANIEL  T.  FISK E, 

J.  J.  CURRIER, 


>  Trustees. 


Newburyport,  December  14,  1891. 
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APPENDIXD.— RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  OF  THE  INCOMES 
OF  TRUST  FUNDS,  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  12,  1891. 


SAWYER  FUND. 
Receipts . 

1890. 

Nov.  26.  To  balance  ..... 

1891. 

Jan.  16.  To  income  ...... 

July  1.  “  “ . 

Dup.  books  sold  .... 

Expenditu  res. 

1891. 


Jan. 

16. 

By  bill  Estes  &  Lauriat, 

No. 

5 

ii 

16. 

ii 

a 

a  a 

ii 

6 

a 

16. 

% 

ii 

Pub.  Weekly, 

ii 

7 

a 

16. 

ii 

Brentano’s, 

ii 

8 

Feb. 

3- 

ii 

a 

ii 

9 

ii 

10. 

ii 

a 

ii. 

10 

Mar. 

6. 

Estes  &  Lauriat, 

ii 

12 

ii 

16. 

ii 

a 

ii 

13 

ii 

16. 

ii 

a 

ii 

14 

it 

16. 

ii 

a 

ii 

r5 

it 

16. 

it 

a 

ii 

16 

April 

1. 

a 

a 

it 

17 

May 

1. 

Trans,  to  Froth,  fund 

ii 

2. 

By  bill  Estes  &  Lauriat, 

ii 

20 

it 

29. 

;  t 

Brentano’s 

ii 

22 

July 

1. 

a 

Estes  &  Lauriat, 

ii 

25 

May 

28. 

a 

H.  Welter, 

ii 

23 

Aug. 

5- 

a 

Boston  Book  Co. 

ii 

2slA 

ii 

l3- 

a 

Estes  &  Lauriat, 

ii 

27 

ii 

13- 

a 

ii  ii 

ii 

28 

ii 

l3- 

a 

ii  ii 

ii 

29 

i . 

14. 

Brentano‘s,  “ 

ii 

26 

Oct. 

J' 

a 

Pub.  Weekly 

ii 

30 

Nov. 

3 ■ 

a 

Estes  &  Lauriat, 

34 

Dec.  12.  Balance 


•  $  4' 

47 

5° 

1 12 

5° 

1 

31 

$268 

78 

•  $75 

51 

5 

00 

5 

00 

2 

64 

.  2 

67 

.  2 

60 

i 

00 

12 

81 

.  1 

27 

5 

00 

9 

00 

.  1 

35 

7 

78 

.  2 

67 

2 

60 

•  39 

18 

3 

10 

•  30 

80 

8 

08 

t 

67 

.  1 

68 

2 

61 

3 

00 

4 

5° 

•  37 

26 

$26 8  78 
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BRADBURY  FUND. 


1891. 

May  1 . 

To  income  ....... 

• 

.  $20  00 

Nov.  2. 

1891 . 

it 

* 

25  00 

$45  00 

May  8. 

By  bill  Balch  Brothers  No.  21 

• 

.  $15  00 

Nov.  3. 

“  D.  Appleton  .  “33 

• 

5  00 

Dec.  22. 

Balance  ....... 

FROTH  INGHAM  FUND. 

25  00 

$45  00 

1890. 

Nov.  26. 

To  balance.  ...... 

.  $10  26 

1891. 

May  5. 

“  income  ...... 

40  00 

“  1. 

“  Sawyer  fund  ..... 

• 

■  7  78 

$58  04 

1890. 

Nov.  29. 

By  bill  C.  N.  Ballou,  No.  1 

•  $  6  50 

1891. 

Jan.  6. 

“  Sampson,  M.  &  Co.  “  4 

• 

2  00 

“  16. 

“  Estes  &  Lauriat,  “  5 

• 

4  5° 

May  1. 

•1  “  “  •  “  18 

. 

.  38  68 

“  r. 

H  it  it  H  IQ 

GREEN  FUND. 

.  6  36 

$58  04 

1890. 

Nov.  26. 

To  balance  ...... 

• 

.  $69  1 3 

1891. 

Mar.  5. 

“  income  ...... 

. 

40  00 

Sept.  1. 

it  it 

• 

40  00 

$149  13 


1890. 


Dec.  10. 

By  bill  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co., 

2 

•  r 

.  $12 

00 

“  1 2. 

“  J.  Fletcher, 

3  • 

. 

I 

25 

1891. 

Jan.  16. 

“  •  Estes  &  Lauriat, 

5  • 

.  . 

6 

30 

Feb.  20. 

Cash  M.  H.  Sargent, 

1 1 

•  , 

•  • 

5° 

July  1. 

By  bill  G.  E.  Littlefield, 

24  . 

•  • 

9 

90 

Nov.  3 

“  Cupples, 

31  • 

• 

5 

00 

“  14- 

“  Bartlett, 

32  • 

. 

• .  5 

5° 

Dec.  12. 

Balance  ..... 

. 

1 

.  108 

68 

$T49  1 3 
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WILLIAMS  FUND. 


1890. 

Nov.  26.  To  balance 
1S9  r . 

Mar.  5.  “  income 


1891. 


Jan. 

16.  By  bill  Estes  & 

Lauriat, 

5 

Mar. 

6. 

(4 

44 

r3 

May 

1.  “ 

4« 

a 

18 

44 

1. 

44 

44 

19 

44 

2.  “ 

44 

44 

20 

CONDENSED 

Dr. 

To  income  Sawyer  fund  .  .  $ 268  78 


Bradbury  fund  45  00 

Frothing’m  fund  .  58  04 

Green  fund  .  .  149  13 

Williams  fund.  .  51  39 


$572  34 


$11  39 
40  00 


$Sl  39 


$9  87 
1  00 
20  68 
1  12 

.  '  .  .  1  50 


$Sl  39 


STATEMENT. 

Cr. 

By  bills  Sawyer  fund  .  .  .  $231  52 

By  balance  .  .  .  37  26 

By  bills  Bradbury  fund  ...  20  00 

By  balance  .  .  .  25  00 

By  bills  Frothingham  fund  .  .  58  04 
“  Green  fund.  ...  .  .  40  45 
By  balance  .  .  108  68 

By  bills  Williams  fund  .  .  .  34  17 

By  balance  .  .  .  17  22 

Total  balances . .  188  16 


$572  34 


The  above  accounts  have  been  examined  and  found  to  be  correct. 


E.  P,  DODGE,  )  ~ 

WM.  R.  JOHNSON,  (  Comm*tee  on 

CHARLES  C.  DAME,  )  Fmance  and  Acconnts 


3° 


/ 


i8 
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APPENDIX  E.— STATEMENT  OF  LIBRARY  INCREASE,  WITH 

CLASSIFICATION. 


Number  of  volume  by  count,  August,  1891 

. 

• 

27,709 

Added  during  balance  of  year 

• 

• 

267 

Total . 

•  .  • 

"S 

27,976 

Added  by  purchase  in  1891  : 

1891. 

1890 

From  income  of  Peabody  fund  .... 

362 

307 

• 

“  “  Sawyer  “  . 

186 

162 

“  “  Todd  “  . 

67 

67 

“  “  Frothingham  fund  . 

5i 

39 

“  “  Williams  fund 

42 

33 

“  “  Green  “  ... 

14 

l3 

“  “  Bradbury  “  ... 

3 

6 

78s 

627 

Added  by  donation  ...... 

165 

145 

Total  .  . 

890 

672 

Books  worn  out  and  withdrawn  since  recount  . 

32 

Books  replaced  from  purchases,  included  above 

3 

— 

35 

Present  number  of  volumes  in  library 

•  • 

27,941 

The  additions  for  the  year  may  be  classified  as  follows  :  General  works,  1 1 
philosophy,  5;  religious,  34;  sociology,  39;  philology,  5;  natural  science,  27; 
useful  arts,  20 ;  fine  arts,  15;  general  literature,  172 ;  adult  fiction,  145;  juvenile 
literature,  66;  history,  69;  biography,  148;  travels,  descriptions,  etc.,  55;  unclas¬ 
sified  public  documents)  79.  Total,  890. 
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APPENDIX  F.— CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS,  CLASSIFIED  BY 

SUBJECTS. 

During  year  ending  Nov.  28,  1891,  there  were  withdrawn  from  library  for  home 
use  34,646  books,  an  increase  from  31,72 7  of  the  previous  year.  The  circulation 
by  months  was  as  follows:  Balance  of  November,  1890,  494 ;  December,  3155. 
January,  1891,  37 51;  February,  3271;  March,  3573;  April,  3250;  May,  2956 
June,  2749;  July,  2388;  August  (two  days)  149;  September,  2651  ;  October,  3259 
November,  3000.  Largest  daily  circulation,  Saturday,  March  14,  306;  largest 
weekly,  week  ending  March  29,  926;  largest  monthly,  January,  3751.  The  books 
drawn  may  be  classified,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as  follows  : 

t - 1891 - X  , - 1890 - V 


Number. 

Per  ct. 

Number 

Per  ct 

1.  Adult  fiction  ..... 

18,921 

54-7 

17,349 

547 

2.  Juvenile  literature  . 

6,547 

r9 

4,634 

14.6 

3.  Miscel.  literature,  (poetry,  essays,  etc.) 

2,087 

6.1 

2,094 

6.6 

4.  Travels,  description,  adventure 

2,071 

57 

2,507 

7-9 

5.  History  ...... 

1,506 

4.4 

1,808 

57 

6.  Biography  ..... 

1,421 

4.0 

L3I7 

4.1 

7.  Natural  science,  useful  and  fine  arts 

876 

2-3 

934 

2.9 

8.  Magazines  and  reviews  . 

5*5 

1.6 

402 

i-3 

9.  Theology  and  religious  works 

43 1 

i-3 

339 

1. 1 

10.  Philosphy  and  social  science  . 

271 

0.9 

339 

1.1 

34,646 

100 

3L727 

TOO 
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APPENDIX  G.— DONATIONS  TO  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  1891. 


Name  and  location, 

American  Humane  Society,  Boston . 

American  Republics,  Bureau  of,  Washington 
American  Society  Microscopists,  New  York, 

American  Unitarian  Assocation,  Boston . 

Amherst  College, . 

Baker,  W.  &  Co.,  Cambridge..  . 

Bartlett,  Miss  Mary,  Newburyport . 

Berry,  J.  M.,  Worcester . 

Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Me . 

Bradbury,  A.,  Dexter,  Me . 

Bremer,  Dr.  L.,  St.  Louis . 

Bridgewater  Normal  School . 

Brown,  C.  W.,  Boston . 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Assocation,  Boston  . . 

Citizens  Assocation,  Boston . 

Clarkson,  Miss  M.,  Newburyport . 

Cook,  T.  &  Sons,  New  York . 

Cutter,  A.  E.,  Boston . 

Eddy,  J.,  Providence . 

Edgerly,  E.  L.,  New  York . 

Emery,  Mrs.,  West  Newbury . . 

Gale,  G.  H.,  New  York . 

Grand  Rapids  Board  of  Trade . 

Graves,  \V.,  Newburyport . 

Hale,  Mrs.  F.  W.,  Newburyport . 

Hartford  Insurance  Companies . 

Harvard  University . 

Hoar,  Hon  G.  F., . 

Hoyt,  C.  C.,  Newburyport . 

Iveson,  Blakeman  &  Co.,  New  York . 

Knight,  G.  W.,  Newburyport . 

Leue,  A.,  Columbus,  O . . 

Library  trustees,  librarians’  reports,  etc . 

Buffalo . T . 

Brooklyn  Mercantile . 

Chicago  Public . 

Cincinnati  Public . 

\ 

Cleveland  Public . . . . . 

Concord  (Mass.)  Public . 

Fall  River  Public . . . 


Books.  P&flnpfi, 
I 


I 


I 


I 

*60 

I 

I 


I 


L 


I 

I 

[ 

I 


I 

I 

I 


I 


I 

.  I 


*249 

I 


I 

*150 


[ 

2 

G 

4 

1 

1 

1 


^Magazines. 
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Georgetown  (Peabody)  . 

Hamilton  (Ontario)  Public . 

Handsworth  (England) . . . . 

Hoboken,  (N.  J.)  Public . 

Hopedale  Public . . 

Jersey  City  Public . 

Lawrence  Public . . 

Los  Angeles  Public . 

Lynn  Public . 

Marlborough  Public . ; . 

Massachusetts  State . . . 

Milwaukee  Public . 

Minneapolis  Public . 

New  Haven  Public . 

New  Jersey  State . 

Newark  Public . . . 

Newberry  (Chicago) . 

Newton  Public . 

Omaha  Public . 

Peabody  Public . 

Portland  Public . 

Providence  Public . 

St'  Louis  Public . 

Salem  Public . 

San  Francisco  Mercantile . 

Public . . . 

Springfield  Free . 

Swansea  (England) . 

Taunton  Public . 

Waterburg  (Silas  Bronson) . . 

Watertown  Public . . . . 

Woburn  Public . .  . 

Worcester  Public . 

Lowell  Historical  Assocation . 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Health . 

Commissioners  of  labor . 

Charitable  Mechanic  Association . 

Commonwealth'  of . 

Public  Library  Commission . 

Society  Cincinnati . 

Society  for  the  Prevention  of^Cruelty  to  Children 

Merrill,  W.  H.,  Newburyport . 

Miami  University . 


Books 


r 


i 

I 
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Moseley,  E.  A.,  Newburyport . 

Moseley,  Edward  S.,  “  . 

William  O.,  “  . 

New  Bedford  Board  of  Trade . 

New  York  Institute  Deaf  and  Dumb . 

Mathematical  Society . 

Newburyport,  City  of . 

Nicaragua  Canal  Co . 

North  Church,  Newburyport . 

Ordway,  A.  P.,'  “  . 

Parsons,  J.  D.,  “  . . 

Perkins  Institute  Jfor  blind,  Boston . 

Russo-Jewish  Society . 

Simpson,  Hon.  T.  C.,  Newburyport . 

Slafter,  Rev.  E.  F . 

Smithsonian  Institut,  Washingtonion . 

Society  Psychical  Research,  (England) 

Stone,  Hon.  E.  F.,  Newburyport . 

Stone,  G.  F.,  Chicago . 

Taunton,  Mass.,  City  of . . . 

Todd,  W.  C.,  Newburyport . 

Toppan,  Ann  G.,  Newburyport . 

Trustees  Public  Preservations  (Mass.) . 

Tucker,  Mrs.  L.  C.  “  . 

United  States  Board  Geographical  Names 

Bureau  Education . 

Coast  Survey . 

Commissioners  of  Labor . 

Commission  Patents . 

’  Comptroller  Currency . 

Department  Agriculture . 

Interior . 

Navy . . 

State  . 

Treasury . 

War . 

Fish  Commission . 

Life  Saving  Service . 

Naval  Observatory . 

Weather  Bureau  . 


Books.  Pamph. 

I 

4 

1 

i 

i 

. .  -  i 

2 

. .  r 

. .  •  r 

i 

12  *70 

...  I 

..  t-.»-  12 

it  I 

I 

4  10 

. .  1 

21  1 

I 
1 
1 

23 

. .  1 


4 

1  n  4 

1 

11  ti 

1  1 

18 

13  2  7 

. .  1 

1  27 

3  J9 

4  2 


1 

2 

ti 


^Magazines. 

tAlso  Weekly  Patent  Office  Reports. 
JAlso  Daily  Weather  Maps. 
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U niversity  Pennsylvania . . 

Unknown  sources . 

Vassar,  estate  of  J.  G . 

Waites,  A.,  Worcester. . . . 
Weston,  Hon.  B.,  Florence 

Wood,  H.,  Lowell . '. 

Yale  University . 


Books.  Pamph. 

3 

5 

1 

. .  1 

1 

1  . . 

. .  2 


jU  %*• 
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APPENDIX  H.— MAGAZINES,  QUARTILIES  AND  REVIEWS  NEED¬ 
ED  TO  COMPLETE  SETS. 

't- 

Harper’s  Magazines  (for  duplicate  sets) — January,  March,  April,  May,  1853 
February,  1856;  vols.  16,  17,  18  and  19,  from  December,  1857,  and  including  De¬ 
cember,  1859;  December,  1865;  October,  1867;  September,  1871;  July,  1 88 5  > 
July,  1886,  to  date. 

Scribner’s  and  the  Century  (for  duplicate  sets) — Almost  any.  Note — Copies 
of  the  above  magazines  are  always  useful  to  take  the  place  of  worn-out  copies. 
Quarterly  Review  (London) — Vols,  78,  79,  159,  ’60  1  884.) 

United  States  Magazine  and  Democratic  Review — Vols.  1-4  inclusive,  (1837 
and  1838),  7,  8,  9,  (January,  1840  to  January,  1844),  T5  0844),  26-29  (1850-51) 
and  any  thereafter. 

North  American  Review — Vol.  3,  1816,  Vol.  7,  1818. 

Edinburgh  Review — Vols.  117-18,  1863. 

Galaxy — Vols.  1,  2,  3,  4,  7,  8, 

Lippincott’s — Any  number,  but  especially  first  two  volumes. 

Nineteenth  Century — Any  previous  to  July,  1884. 

Our  Young  Folks — Any  numbers. 

Popular  Science  Review  (English) — Any. 

Every  Saturday — Previons  to  1872,  first  series. 

British  Quarterly  Review — First  52  volumes  previous  to  1871. 

Contemporary  Review — First  34  volumes  previous  to  1879. 

Appleton’s  Journal — Vols.  1,  2,  3. 

Fortnightly  Review — Any  previous  to  1884. 

Punch — Any  previous  to  1870,  from  1873  to  1882. 

Pinglish  Illustrated  Magazine — Previous  to  1883. 

Andover  Review — First  three  volumes,  1884-85. 

Christian  Examiner — Vols.  16-25,  1834-1839. 

Unitarian  Review — First  fourteen  volumes,  1874-1881. 

Temple  Bar — First  65  volumes,  previous  to  1882. 

MacMillan’s  Magazine — First  44  volumes,  prior  to  1881.  Vol.  52,  April  to  No¬ 
vember,  1885. 

New  Englander — First  32  volumes  previous  to  1874. 

Littell’s  Living  Age — Vols.  67-99,  1861-1868; 

Chamber’s  Journal — Previous  to  1864,  1870-84. 

Good  Words — Prior  to  i860,  1869,  1872. 

Nature — Vol.  5,  October,  1871 — May,  1872. 

Bibliotheca  Sacra — Vol.  42,  1885. 

International  Review — Vol.  1,  (1874)  later  than  1882. 

Westminster  Review  to  1871. 
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Donations  to  the  Reading  Room-1891. 


The  Newburyport  Daily  News 
The  Saturday  Night  . 

The  Standard  . 

Unitarian  Review 
Christian  Register 
Congressional  Record 
Home  Missionary 
Liberal  Free  Mason  . 

New  York  Observer  . 
Congressional  Directory 
Good  Health 

Signal  Service  Weather  Maps 
Official  Gazette  . 

Signs  of  the  Times  . 

The  Manifesto  . 

The  Student’s  Journal 
The  Christian  Science  Journal 
The  New  Nation 
Christian  Statesman  . 

Free  Russia 
Cook’s  Excursionist  . 
Christian  Union 
The  Sun,  Denver,  Col. 


'vV-V.  ,:v 


News  Publishing  Co. 
Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Am.  Unitarian  Association. 

u  a 

Hon.  Wm.  Cogswell. 

E.  S.  Moseley. 

Joseph  B.  Lincoln. 

Hon.  John  N.  Pike. 

E.  S.  Moseley. 

Publishers. 

U.  S.  Dpt.  Agriculture. 
Patent  Office. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

George  Morrill. 

H.  Newcomb. 

Publishers. 

*  U 

U 

W.  W.  Goodwin. 
Publishers. 
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Publications  in  the  Newburyport  Free  Reading  Room. 


DAILIES. 


Newburyport  Morning  Herald, 
News  (evening), 
Standard  (morning) 
Boston  Advertiser  (morning), 
Herald  “ 

Post  “ 

Globe  (evening), 

Journal  %  “ 

Transcript  “ 

Traveller  “ 

Portland,  Me.,  Advertiser  (evening) 
Providence,  R.  I. Journal  (morning) 
Chicago,  Ill.,  Times  “ 

Lynn  Item  (evening.) 


New  York  Herald,  morning 

Journal  of  Commerce,  “ 

Star  “ 

Sun  “ 

Times  “ 

Tribune  “ 

World 

Mail  and  Express  (evening), 
Post  “ 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  Argus  (morning), 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  North  American, 
morning), 

Congressional  Record,  Washington. 
Haverhill  Gazette  (evening.) 


SEMI-WEEKLY,  WEEKLY  AND  MONTHLY  PUBLICATIONS. 


Alta  California,  San  Francisco, 
Bradstreet’s  New  York, 

Christian  Register,  Boston, 

Christian  Union,  New  York, 

Chronicle,  San  Francisco, 

Commercial  Bulletin,  Boston, 
Constitution,  Atlanta,  Ga., 

Courier- Journal,  Louisville,  Ky., 
Dispatch,  Richmond,  Va., 

Enquirer,  Cincinnati,  O., 

Fiuancial  and  Commercial  Chronicle, 
New  York, 

Forest  and  Stream,  N.  Y. 

Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  Paper,  N.  Y, 
Gazette,  Montreal,  Canada, 

Gazette,  Salem,  Mass., 

Graphic,  London,  England, 

Harpers’  Bazar,  N.  Y., 

Weekly,  N.  Y., 

Young  People,  N.  Y., 

Herald,  Rutland,  Vt., 

Independent,  N.  Y., 

Journal  of  Education,  Boston, 


Journal,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 

Machinist,  N.  Y„ 

Mirror  and  Farmer,  Manchester,  New 
Hampshire, 

Nation,  New  York, 

Nature,  London,  England, 

News,  Charleston,  S.  C., 

Observer,  N.  Y., 

Pioneer-Press,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 

Punch,  London,  England, 

Register.  Mobile,  Ala., 

Republican,  Springfield,  Mass., 

Rocky  Mountain  Weekly,  Denver,  Col. 
Scientific  American,  New  York, 
Builders’  Edition,  “ 

Supplement,  “ 

Signs  of  the  Times,  “ 

Star,  Washington,  D.  C., 

Times,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Times,  London,  England, 

Tribune,  Chicago,  Ill., 

Weekly  News,  Galveston,  Texas, 
Official  Gazette,  U.  S.  Patent  Office. 
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MAGAZINES  AND  QUARTERLIES. 
DOMESTIC. 


Agriculturist,  N.  V., 

Andover  Review,  Boston, 

Arena, 

Atlantic  Monthly,  Boston, 

Ballou’s  Magazine  “ 

Bibliotheca  Sacra,  Oberlin,  O., 

Century,  N.  Y., 

Current  Literature,  N.  Y., 

P'rank  Leslie’s  Popular  Monthly,  N.  Y. 
Forum,  N.  Y., 

Godey’s  Ladies’  Book,  Philadelphia, 
Harper's  Magazine,  N.  Y., 

Household  Magazine,  Brattleboro’.Vt., 
Home  Missionary,  Boston, 

J  ournal  of  Chemistry,  Boston, 


Ladies’  Home  Journal,  Philadelphia, 
Liberal  Free  Mason, 

Life,  New  York, 

Lippincott’s  Magazine,  Phiadelphia, 
Littell’s  Living  Age,  Boston, 
Naturalist,  Philadelphia, 

New  England  Magazine,  Boston, 

New  Englander,  New  Haven,  Conn., 
New  World,  Boston, 

North  American,  N.  Y., 

Peterson’s  Magazine,  Philadelphia, 
Political  Science  Quarterly,  N.  Y., 
Popular  Science  Monthly,  N.  Y., 

St.  Nicholas,  N.  Y., 

Unitarian  Review,  Boston, 


FOREIGN. 


Art  Journal,  Londou, 

Blackwood’s,  Edinburgh, 

Cassell’s  Magazine,  London, 
Contemporary  Review,  London, 
Edinburgh  Review,  Edinburgh, 

English  Illustrated  Magazine,  London, 
Fortnightly  Review,  London, 


Good  Words,  London, 

London  Quarterly  Review,  London, 
Macmillan’s  Magazine,  London, 
Nineteenth  Century,  London, 
Temple  Bar,  London, 

Westminster  Review,  London, 


BOOKS  OF  REFERENCE. 


Chamber’s  Encyclopaedia,  1 5  vols. 
Brande’s  Encyclopaedia,  2  vols., 
Lippincott’s  Biograph.  Dictionary, 
Lippincott’s  Gazeteer, 

Anthon  Classical  Dictionary, 
American  Newspaper  Annual, 
Worcester’s  Dictionary, 

Boston  Directory, 

Massachusetts  Business  Directory, 
Newburvport  Directory, 

Revised  Statutes  of  Massachusetts, 
Poor’s  Manual  of  Railroads, 

History  of  Woman  Suffrage, 
Shipping  Record, 

Catalogue  of  Public  Library, 
Bradley’s  Atlas  of  the  World, 


Map  of  the  United  States, 

Map  of  Rockingham  Co.,  N.  H., 
Map  of  Essex  County,  Mass., 
Johnson’s  Atlas  of  the  World, 

New  Eng.  Business  Directory, 

The  Pathfinder  and  Railway  Guide, 
Congressional  Directory, 

Quain’s  Directory  of  Medicine, 
United  States  Dispensatory, 

Clinical  Therapeutics, 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach, 

Diseases  of  the  Liver, 

Diseases  of  the  Heart, 

Diseases  of  the  Kidney, 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System, 
On  the  Morphine  Habit, 


Supplement  to  the  Statutes  of  Massachusetts. 
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THIRTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAE  REPORT 


OF  THE 


DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 


NEWBURYPORT : 

News  Publishing  Co.,  Printers. 
1893. 


THE  LIL.  A.<Y  Cr  TEE 

JAN  O  ), 


UNIVERSITY  CE  "JJN0I8 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


In  Board  of  Directors,) 
Newburyport,  Dec.  15,  1892.  j 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Directors,  together  with  the  accom 
panying  reports,  be  transmitted  to  the  City  Council,  agreeably  to  the  re 
quirements  of  section  5th  of  the  ordinance  concerning  the  Public  Library 


JOHN  D.  PARSONS,  Secretary. 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  LIBRARY-1893- 


ORRIN  J.  GURNEY,  Mayor. 


ALDERMEN. 

JOHN  W.  ALLEN,  CHARLES  W.  PAGE,  EBEN  A.  YOUNG, 

C.  C.  STOCKMAN,  GEO.  E.  STICKNEY,  ANDREW  R.  CURTIS. 


DIRECTORS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


ORRIN  J.  GURNEY,  Major . Ex-officio 

RUDOLPH  JACOBY,  President  of  Common  Council .  “ 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  Trustee  of  Building  Fund .  “ 


ELISHA  P.  DODGE,  “  “  “  . 

EBEN  F.  STONE,  “  “  “  . 

WILLIAM  R.  JOHNSON,  term  of  office  expires . 1893 

AMOS  NOYES,  “  “  1894 

SAMUEL  C.  BEANE,  “  “  1895 

ENOCH  C.  ADAMS,  “  “  1896 

CHARLES  C.  DAME,  “  “  1897 

JOHN  E.  BAILEY,  “  “  1898 

MOSES  BROWN,  “  “  1899 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PEABODY  FUND¬ 


ED  ward  S.  MOSELEY,  WILLIAM  H.  SWASEY, 

BENJ.  HALE,  LAWRENCE  B.  CUSHING. 

JOHN  J.  CURRIER. 


Librarian . JOHN  D.  PARSONS. 

Assistant  Librarian . EFFIE  A.  TENNEY. 

Extra  Assistant . E.  S.  THURSTON. 

Superintendent  of  Reading  Room . MARTHA  P.  LUNT. 

Janitor .  . DANIEL  P.  DONNELL, 


ORGANIZATION 


OF  THE 

Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library 

4 

FOR  1893. 


President, 

ORRIN  J.  GURNEY. 

Secretary, 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS. 

Committee  on  Books. 

SAMUEL  C.  BEANE,  E.  C.  ADAMS,  WILLIAM  R.  JOHNSON. 

Committee  on  Librarian, 

AMOS  NOYES,  ELISHA  P.  DODGE,  MOSES  BROWN. 

Committee  on  Library  Room, 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  E.  P.  DODGE,  R.  JACOBY. 

Committee  on  Reading  Room, 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  ENOCH  C.  ADAMS,  JOHN  E.  BAILEY. 

Committee  on  Finance  and  Accounts, 

ORRIN  J.  GURNEY,  WM.  R.  JOHNSON,  CHARLES  C.  DAME. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  of  Newburyfort* 

Gentlemen: — In  rendering  their  thirty-seventh  annual  report 
the  directors  take  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  increasing  use¬ 
fulness  of  the  Public  Library,  both  for  the  general  reader  and 
for  the  special  student. 

While  more  than  usual  attention  has  been  paid  during  the  last 
year  to  the  completing  of  imperfect  collections  of  standard  au¬ 
thors,  and  while  a  fair  proportion  of  volumes  for  reference  and  of 
miscellaneous  books  has  been  added,  special  care  has  been  given 
to  supplying  the  library  with  works  upon  timely  matters  of  his¬ 
torical  and  scientific  interest,  by  whose  use  many  readers,  partic¬ 
ularly  of  the  younger  class,  may  be  enabled  to  supplant  much  de¬ 
sultory  reading  with  the  prosecution  of  more  definite  and  impor¬ 
tant  subjects. 

The  library  needs  a  rearrangement  according  to  subjects,  both 
for  the  convenience  of  finding  books,  and  for  facility  in  system¬ 
atic  cataloguing.  In  many  instances  volumes  on  the  same  sub¬ 
ject,  or  related  subjects,  are  scattered  through  several  alcoves,  and 
need  to  be  brought  together  in  a  single  department.  The  libra¬ 
rian  is  fully  alive  to  this  need,  and  is  devoting  to  it  every  hour 
which  can  be  spared  from  his  routine  duties;  but  it  is  a  laborious 
undertaking,  and  if  it  is  to  be  thoroughly  carried  out,  the  libra¬ 
rian  will  need  for  a  time  and  additional  helper  who  shall  have 
had  experience  in  this  kind  of  work.  This  rearrangement  can 
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now  be  done  at  much  less  cost  of  time,  labor  and  money,  than 
years  hence,  and  we  advise  that  it  be  speedily  carried  to  com¬ 
pletion. 

The  additions  to  the  library  have  probably  equalled  in  value 
and  importance  those  of  any  former  year. 

The  Reading  Room  has  become  an  almost  indispensable 
feature  of  life  in  Newburyport.  Some  superior  periodicals  have 
been  added  during  the  last  year,  and  the  best  publications  have 
by  far  the  largest  reading. 

By  the  death  of  Rev.  Samuel  J.  Spaulding,  D.  D.,  our  board 
has  lost  a  valuable  member.  His  wise  and  generous  services  for 
many  years  in  this  important  trust  are  worthy  of  grateful  com- 
memeration.  With  the  city  at  large  we  mourn  the  death  of  a 
citizen  to  whom  all  public  and  social  interests  were  of  first  im¬ 
portance,  and  who  made  himself  a  faithful  servant  of  our  com¬ 
munity. 

You  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  Librarian’s  annual  report, 
and  to  the  reports  of  the  several  library  funds,  for  other  matters 
pertaining  to  the  management  of  the  Public  Library. 


O.  J.  GURNEY, 
R.  JACOBY, 

T~\  C1 


Directors 


E.  F.’  STONE.’ 


of  the 


W.  R.  JOHNSON, 


AMOS  NOYES, 
S.  C.  BEANE, 


Public 


J.  E.  BAILEY, 


MOSES  BROWN, 


Newburyport,  December  15,  1S92. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN, 


To  the  Book  Committee ; 

Gentlemen  :  I  herewith  submit  the  37th  annual  report  of  the 
Librarian  of  the  Newburyport  Public  Library. 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  classified  and  shelved  in  the 
library  at  this  time  is  28,720.  Of  this  number  690  have  been 
added  by  purchase  during  the  past  year,  135  by  donation.  Fifty- 
seven  have  been  withdrawn  as  worn  out  and  useless,  and  of  that 
number  17  were  replaced.  The  statement  of  library  growth  is 
more  fully  set  forth  in  appendix  E. 

The  number  of  books  withdrawn  from  the  library  for  home  use 
was  33,914,  against  34,646  last  year  and  31,72 7  the  preceeding 
year.  At  the  annual  examination  eight  were  found  to  be  lost  or 
unaccounted  for.  Two  of  these  have  since  been  returned,  leaving 
six  as  the  number  missing.  Facts  regarding  the  circulation  of 
books  are  given  in  appendix  F. 

During  the  past  year  S32  new  borrowers  have  registered,  the 
names  of  1S5  have  been  canceled,  and  the  total  number  now  en¬ 
titled  to  the  privileges  of  the  library  is  3,547* 

The  library  has  been  open  284  days  for  the  withdrawal  of 
books,  the  reading  room  every  day  Sundays  excepted.  The 
average  daily  circulation  has  been  115.  against  122  aud  111  for 
the  two  previous  years. 

There  have  been  sent  to  the  bindery  376  volumes,  of  which 
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number  about  three-quarters  were  for  repairs.  In  addition  to 
this  578  volumes  have  been  repaired  at  the  library,  and  1,910 
have  been  covered. 

Among  the  additions  to  the  books  of  the  library  the  past  year 
worthy  of  special  mention  are  the  superbly  illustrated  “Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States”,  a  valuable  historical  work ; 
“The  Soldier  in  the  Civil  War”;  and  several  illustrated  descrip¬ 
tive  works,  from  the  Peabody  fund,  which  has  furnished  more 
than  one-half  of  all  the  volumes  bought  during  the  year.  Mr.  D. 
S.  Burley  of  this  city  has  donated  a  copy  of  Millspaugh’s  “Med¬ 
icinal  Plants”,  a  costly  work  in  which  the  plants  are  colored  by 
hand  ;  Mr.  Charles  G.  Wood  of  Boston  has  contributed  a  copy 
of  the  “Gospels”  illustrated  by  Bida  ;  Capt.  Geo.  W.  Creasey,  a 
copy  of  the  souvenir  volume  of  the  24th  national  G.  A.  R.  en¬ 
campment. 

Acknowledgments  of  other  donations  appear  in  appendix  G, 
and  in  the  appendices  will  be  found  further  details  of  matters 
alluded  to  in  this  report  or  germane  to  the  subject. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


JOHN  D.  PARSONS,  Librarian. 


APPENDICES. 


APPENDIX  A.— RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 
Appropriation . . . $1,^00  oo 


CREDITS. 

From  dog  licenses . $  687  08 

From  town  of  Newbury,  use  of  library  for 

year  1891 .  150  00 

$  837  oS 

Total  appropriation  and  income . $2,337  °8 

Amount  overdrawn,  transferred  from  incidentals  to  bal¬ 
ance  account .  352  89 

$2,689  97 


EXPENDITURES. 

Authorized  by  the  City  Council. 

John  D.  Parsons,  services  as  librarian . $1,000  00 

Cash  paid  for  assistance  in  cataloguing  ....  15  00 

Effie  A.  Tenney,  services  as  asst,  librarian.  300  00 

E.  S.  Thurston,  services  at  library .  26  3S 

M.  P.  Lunt,  salary  as  superintendent  read¬ 
ing  room .  387  50 


Amount  carried  forward 


$1,728  88 
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Amount  brought  forward . $  1,728  8S 

Daniel  P.  Donnell,  janitor,  and  expenses  .  .  259  25 

L.  Jackson,  binding  books .  108  25 

Library  bureau,  sundries .  20  45 

Newburyport  Dispatch,  expressage .  7  35 

Sundry  articles .  1  65 

W.  E.  Chase,  insurance .  397  50 

Newburyport  Herald  Co.,  printing .  29  25 

Economy  Printing  Co., .  4  25 

Caleb  B.  Huse,  printing  reports,  etc .  30  00 

D.  Adler,  binding .  40  60 

News  Publishing  Co.,  printing . .  .  S  75 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Hale,  examining  library .  15  oo 

Almeda  Perkins,  labor  at  library .  19  84 

Bacheller,  Dumas  &  Co.,  binding .  14  85 

Jackson  &  Co.,  expressage .  4  10 

$2,689  97 


Miscellaneous. 

RECEIPTS. 


From  balance  beginning  of  year . $  ^4  34 

From  fines,  etc .  CJ4  10 


$108  44 


EXPENDITURES. 


Postage . $  15  50 

Post-office  boxes  and  key .  5  25 

Expressage  and  truckage .  3  60 

Sundry  supplies  and  expenses .  1 1  00 


Balance 


$  _35  35 
$  73  °9 
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APPENDIX  B.— BUILDING  FUND. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Public  Library: 


The  trustees  to  whom  was  committed  the  excess  which 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  over  and  above  the  sum 
required  for  the  purchase  and  completion  of  the  Public  Library 
Building  for  the  needs  of  the  library  and  its  adaption,  also  for  a 
public  reading  room,  all  of  which  involved  an  outlay  of  nearly 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  presented  to  the  city  as  a  free  will  offering 
by  various  donors  whose  names  are  on  record,  appended  to  the 
gift  the  wish  that  an  annual  statement  should  be  submitted  to  the 
directors  of  the  condition  of  the  fund,  which  amounted  to  five 
thousand  dollars. 

In  pursuance  thereof  the  treasurer  begs  leave  to  report,  that 
the  principal  was  originally  deposited  in  the  Institution  for 
Savings,  where  it  still  remains,  and  from  whence  it  can  be  with¬ 
drawn  only  upon  the  written  order  of  the  trustees. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  expenses  connected  with  repairs, 
etc.  and  in  keeping  the  grounds  in  order,  the  original  sum  has 
increased,  so  that  today  there  remains  to  the  credit  of  this  fund 
$5,787.83 .  The  account  of  the  treasurer  has  always  been  an¬ 
nually  audited,  since  the  principal  came  into  his  hands  in  1S65. 

H  on  E.  F.  Stone  has  been  selected  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  lamented  death  decease  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Spalding. 


EDW.  S.  MOSELEY,  Treasurer. 


EDW.  S.  MOSELEY, 
E.  P.  DODGE, 


|  Trustees. 


Newburyport,  December  14,  1S92. 
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APPENDIX  C.— PEABODY  FUND. 

The  treasurer  to  whom  was  entrusted  by  Mr.  George  Peabody 
in  the  year  1867  his  generous  donation  of  fifteen  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  “for  the  use  and  enlargement  of  the  Public  Library  of  the 
city  of  Newburyport”  appended  to  the  gift  the  request  “that  the 
income  derived  therefrom  be  kept  separate  and  distinct  from  that 
derived  from  other  sources  and  that  an  annual  report  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  fund  and  amount  of  income  be  prepared  and  pub¬ 
lished.” 

In  pursuance  of  Mr.  Peabody’s  directions,  the  treasurer  there¬ 
fore  states  for  the  information  of  the  citizens,  that  the  original 
sum  was  at  once  deposited  in  the  Institution  for  Savings  with  the 
condition  annexed  that  it  should  never  be  withdrawn,  except 
upon  the  written  order  of  the  majority  of  the  trustees,  who  have 
it  in  charge. 

The  income  of  the  fund  during  the  year  and  since  the  last 
report  has  been  six  hundred  dollars,  to  which  is  added  twenty- 
five  dollars  generously  contributed  by  D.  S.  Burley,  Esq. 

We  began  the  year  with  $351.12  available  for  the  current  ex¬ 
penditure  in  books,  which  with  the  above  named  sums  makes  the 
total  receipts  to  have  been  $977,  and  there  remains  on  hand  at  the 
present  time  of  writing  $343.91.  Three  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  books  have  been  purchased  and  placed  on  the  shelves  of  the 
library.  The  treasurer’s  account  has  always  been  regularly 
audited  and  the  written  statement  of  its  correctness  placed  on 
file. 

EDW.  S.  MOSELEY,  Treasurer. 

The  names  of  the  trustees  of  the  fund  are  hereto  appended. 

EDW.  S.  MOSELEY, 
WILLIAM  H.  SWASEY, 
BENJAMIN  HALE, 

J.  J.  CURRIER, 

LAWRENCE  B.  CUSHING. 

Newburyport,  December  14,  1892. 
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APPENDIX  D.— RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  OF 

VARIOUS  TRUST  FUNDS. 

s. 

SAWYER  FUND. 

Receipts. 

1891 . 

Dec.  12.  To  balance . , . $  37  26 

1S92.  To  income .  225  00 

1S92.  Transferred  from  Frothingham  to  balance..  .  7  78 

$270  04 

Exp  end itu  res. 

1892.  Bills  paid  for  books . $I23  42 

1892.  By  balance  to  new  account .  146  62 

$270  04 

t 

BRADBURY  FUND. 

Receipts. 

i89t. 

Dec.  12.  To  balance . $25  00 

1892.  To  income .  40  00 

$65  00 

Exp  end itu  res . 

1S92.  Bills  paid  for  books . $39  13 

1892.  By  balance  to  new  account .  25  87 

$65  00 

FROTHINGHAM  FUND. 

Receipts. 

1891 . 

Dec.  12.  To  balance  from  Green  fund . $  1  I- 

1892.  To  income .  4°  00 


$41  12 
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Expend itu  res. 

1892.  By  bill  paid  for  books . $33  34 

1892.  By  balance  to  Sawyer  fund .  7  78 

$41  1 2 

4 

S.  A.  GREEN  FUND. 

Receipts. 

1S91. 

Dec.  12.  To  balance . $108  68 

1892.  To  income . .  80  00 

$188  68 

A 

Expend  itu  res . 

1892.  By  bills  for  books . $  55  75 

1892.  By  balance  to  new  account .  132  93 

$188  68 

WILLIAMS  FUND. 

Receipts. 

1891. 

Dec.  12.  To  balance . $  17  22 

1892.  To  income .  40  00 

$  57 22 

Expe7i  ditu  res . 

1892.  By  bills  for  books . $  14  05 

1891.  By  balance  to  new  account .  43  17 

$  57 22 

Above  accounts  examined  and  found  to  be  correct. 

.  W.  R.  JOHNSON,  \  Committee 
C.  C.  DAME,  }  on  Finance. 


Newburyport,  November  28,' 1892. 
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APPENDIX  D.  2.— TODD  FUND. 

To  the  Directors: 

As  is  well  known  to  you,  our  former  townsman  W.  C.  Todd, 
in  token  of  the  interest  which  he  continued  to  feel  in  Newbury- 
port,  after  the  completion  of  the  Public  Library  Building,  and 
its  adaption  for  a  Public  Reading  Room  as  well,  in  the  very 
kindest  terms  expressed  his  intention  after  its  enlargement  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  means  whereby  the  current  papers  and  periodicals  of  the 
day  should  be  furnished  for  the  use  of  all,  but  that  he  was  induced 
to  do  this  by  the  especial  interest  which  he  took  in  the  ladies  of 
the  city,  many  of  whom  had  been  his  pupils,  when  in  charge  of 
the  High  School. 

Since  the  decease  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Spalding,  who  had  in 
charge  the  funds  remitted  by  Mr.  Todd  to  carry  out  his  object, 
he  has  sent  the  necessary  sum  to  me.  I  have  therefore  to  report 
that  there  was  on  hand  at  the  time  of  Dr.  Spalding’s  decease 
$240.88.  In  July  last  Mr.  Todd  remitted  me  direct  $400,  all  of 
which  has  been  disbursed  by  the  librarian  in  payment  of  bills  for 
newspapers,  reviews  and  periodicals,  and  I  have  now  on  hand 
with  which  to  commence  the  new  year  $225.48. 

I  can  not  close  without  expressing,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  all 
join  with  me,  the  obligations  we  are  under  to  Mr.  Todd  for  his 
generosity. 


EDW.  S.  MOSELEY. 

December  16,  1892. 


1891.  Dr. 

Dec.  2.  To  ck.  S.  J.  Spalding  (balance  due) . $  240  88 

1892. 

July  1.  To  ck.  W.  C.  Todd .  400  00 


$640  88 
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Amount  brought  forward . $640  88 

1 89  2.  Cr. 


Tan.  1. 

By  bill, 

S.  H.  Fowle . $ 

77 

35 

t  i 

A.  H.  Roffe  &  Co . 

H1 

35 

u 

over 

u 

) . 

A.  H.  Roffe  &  Co.  (left 

50 

July  6. 

By  bill, 

Literary  World  (2  years)  . 

6 

00 

u 

k 

Little,  Brown  &  Co . 

5 

5° 

u 

i  c 

Pop.  Science  News  (3  yrs) 

3 

00 

t( 

t  i 

Newburyport  Herald,  2  yrs 

8 

00 

u 

u 

A.  H.  Roffe  &  Co . 

68 

60 

i( 

( i 

N.  E.  Magazine  Co . 

3 

00 

( i 

S.  H.  Fowle . 

40 

65 

u 

1 1 

1 1 

3s 

30 

u 

( ( 

P.  O.  box  rent  (3  years)  . 

2 

35 

i  i 

a 

Newbone  Sumner . 

1 

00 

i  t 

«,  i 

Pop.  Science  News . 

1 

00 

Dec.  1. 

Bv  balance . 

J 

225 

48 

$  640  88 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


J7 

♦ 


APPENDIX  E.— STATEMENT  OF  LIBRARY  IN¬ 
CREASE,  WITH  CLASSIFICATION. 


Number  of  volumes  per  last  report 
Added  by  purchase  in  1S92  : 


27,94! 


From  income  of 


4  4 

44 

4 ; 

4  4 

44 

44 

4  4 

4  4 

4  4 

44 

4  4 

4  4 

Peabody  fund.  . . . 
Sawyer  “  .  . . . 

Todd  “  .... 

Frothingham  fund 

Green  fund . 

Bradbury  fund. .  . 
Williams  u 


Added  by  donations 


Total . 

Books  lost  or  missing . .  .  . . 

Books  worn  out  and  withdrawn 

Less  number  replaced . 


Present  number  of  volumes  in  library 

/ 


3S9 

r32 

74 

40 

37 

15 

*3 

690 

J35 


. . . . 28,766 
6 

57 

63 

_ 46 

. . . . 28,720 


The  additions  for  the  year  may  be  classified  as  follows  :  gen¬ 
eral  works  21  ;  Philosophy  4;  religious  11  ;  socology  37;  philol¬ 
ogy  1  ;  natural  science  37  ;  useful  arts  27;  fine  arts  26;  general 
literature  1 1 9  ;  fiction  242  ;  travels  and  geography  52  ;  biography 
94  ;  history  66;  unclassified  government  documents  SS. 
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APPENDIX  F.— CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS,  CLASSI¬ 
FIED  BY  SUBJECTS. 

During  the  year  ending  November  30, 1892,  there  were  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  library  for  home  use  33,914  volumes,  against 
34,646  in  1891,  and  31,727  in  1890.  These  books  were  classed 
as  follows,  the  per  centage  of  each  class  to  the  total  being  given  : 


/ - 1892 - s  / - 1S9I - \  , - 1890 


No. 

pr.  ct. 

No. 

pr.  ct. 

No. 

pr.  ct. 

Adult  fiction . 

. 18,768 

55*3 

18,921 

54-7 

1 7,349 

54-7 

Juvenile  literature . 

19.7 

6.547 

19.0 

4,634 

14.6 

Miscellaneous  literature.. 

.  2,032 

6-3 

2,087 

6. 1 

2,094 

6.6 

Travels,  descriptions,  etc. 

•  •  •  •  •  i  j6S2 

4  9 

2,071 

5-7 

2.507 

7-9 

History . 

. ^340 

3-9 

I,5o6 

4-4 

1,808 

5-7 

Biography . 

.  I>134 

3-3 

1,42  1 

4.0 

I,3U 

4 -1 

Science  and  art . 

3-2 

876 

2-3 

934 

.  2.9 

Magazines  and  reviews .  • . 

.  482 

1.4 

515 

1.6 

402 

1  3 

Theology  and  religion  . . . 

.  376 

1. 1 

43 1 

i-3 

339 

1. 1 

Phylosophy  and  Physical 

Science  320 

0.9 

271 

0.9 

339 

1.3 

33’9r4 

100.0 

34,646 

100.0 

3^727 

100.0 

« 
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APPENDIX  G.— DONATIONS  TO  THE  PUBLIC 

LIBRARY,  1892-93. 


Books  Pamph. 


American  Antiquarian  Society.  . . .  1 

American  Unitarian  Association .  2 

Amherst  College .  1 

Angell,  G.  T . 1 

Atkins,  F.  H. . .  1 

Batchelder,  C.  E .  . . .  1 

Bowdoin  College .  1 

Brett,  W.  H . r 

Burley,  D.  S . . .  2 

Byington,  E.  H . 1 

Cartland,  Joseph .  4 

Chicago  Sunset  Club  . . . .  1 

Clement,  S.  H .  1 

Clover,  Lieut.  Com.  R.,  U.  S.  N.,  . .  1 

Cogswell,  Hon.  W.  E .  4 

Creasey,Capt.  G.  W .  1 

Couch,  Capt.  R .  1  24 

Currier,  J.  J .  1 

Curson,  Miss  Mary .  1 

Cutter,  A.E .  1 

Dava,  R.  H . .  .  .  1 

Denver,  Universitv  of .  1 

Dodge,  Raynal . . .  1 

Eastburn,  G . 1 

Goodell,  A.  C .  1 

Gordon,  H.  L . . .  1 

Hale,  Joshua . 1 

Harvard  University .  1  1 

Haskell,  Mrs. .  *130 

Hurd,  E.  P.,  M.  D .  1 

Johnson,  W.  C .  t 


*  Magazines. 
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Books.  Pi 

Library  trustees’  and  librarians’  reports,  etc . 

Brooklyn  . 

Buffalo . 

Cincinnati  public . . 

Cleveland  public . 

Danvers,  Peabody  Institute . 

Fall  River  public . 

Georgetown  public . 

Louisville,  Polytechnic  Society  Ky . 

Lowell  city . 

Lynn  public .  i 

Milwaukee  public . 

Mineapolis  public . 

New  Haven  public  . . . 

New  York  Mercantile . 

Newark  public . 

Newberry,  Chicago . 

Newton  public . 

Omaha  public . 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody . 

Providence  public . . . 

St.  Louis  Mercantile .  i 

44  public . 

San  Francisco  Mercantile . 

44  public . 

Salem  public . 

Springfield  public . 

Topsfield  public . 

Watertown  public.. . 

Woburn  public . 

W orcester  . 

Lunt,  W.  H .  i 


Mass.  Soc.  Promoting  Agriculture .  i 

Mass.  Charitable  Mechanic  Association .  i 

Mass.,  Commonwealth  of .  12 

Merrill,  W.  H .  4 

Miami  University . 1 
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Books.  Pamph. 

Moseley,  E.  A .  i 

Newburyport,  City  of.  . .  2 

Newburyport  News  Co .  1 

New  Jersey,  State  of. . . . .  2 

Pennsylvania,  University  of . .  .  .  1 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn  •  •  •  • .  1 

Reade,  Capt.  P . . .  $ 

Short,  Rev.  C.  L . . . .  x 

Silloway,  T.  W .  1 

Smith,  C.  C.  . . . .  1 

Smithsonian  Institution . 4  5 

South  California  Bureau  of  Information.  . .  1 

Spofford,  Nelson . 1 

Stone,  E.  F  . . 10 

Stone,  G.  T . 1 

Bureau  American  Republics .  6  1 

United  States  Bureau  of  Education.  . .  8 

Board  Geographical  Names . 1 

Civil  Service  Commission  . . . .  4  6 

Coast  Survey . I 

Commission  of  Education .  2 

Commission  of  Labor . 1 

Department  Agriculture.  .  J42 

Interior . . .  2  23 

Navy  . . . . .  2  .2 

State . . . . .  6  13 

Ti  •easury . . . .  11  1  c; 

War  , .  8 

Fish  Commission .  1 

Unknown . 1  3 

University  of  Vermont .  .  .  r 

Wells,  Miss  H.  S .  1 

Wood,  C.  G . .  2 

Vale  University  .  3 


•f  Also  publications  of  the  weather  bureau,  maps,  etc. 
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Donations  to  the  Reading  Room— 189 


2. 


The  Newburyport  Daily  News 

The  Item . 

Christian  Register . 

Congressional  Record . 

Home  Missionary . 

New  York  Observer . 

Congressional  Directory . 

Signal  Service  Weather  Maps 

Official  Gazette . 

The  Manifesto . 

The  Student’s  Journal . 

The  Christian  Science  Journal  • 

The  New  Nation . 

Christian  Statesman . 

Free  Russia . 

Cook’s  Excursionist . 

Christian  Union . 

The  Unitarian . 


News  Publishing  Co. 
Publishers. 

A  Unitarian  Association 
Hon.  William  Cogswell 
E.  S.  Moseley. 

.Hon.  John  N.  Pike- 

•  E.  S.  Moseley. 

•  U.  S.  Dpt.  Agriculture. 

•  Patent  Office. 
Publishers. 

Publishers. 

George  Morrill. 

. H.  Newcomb. 

.  Publishers. 

•  Publishers. 

.  Publishers. 

.  W.  W.  Goodwin. 

•  Mrs.  Swasey. 
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Publications  in  Newburyport  Free  Reading  Room 


DAILIES. 


x  t 

l* 


Newburyport  Morning  Herald, 
News  (evening,) 

The  Item,  (semi-weekly,) 

Boston  Advertiser,  (morning,) 
Herald  “ 

Post  “ 

Globe  (evening,) 

Journal  “ 

Transcript  “ 

Traveller  “ 

Portland,  Me.,  Advertiser  (evening) 
Providence,  R.I.,  Journal  (morning) 
Chicago,  Ill.,  Times  “ 

Lynn  Item  (evening,) 


SEMI-WEEKLY,  WEEKLY  AND 

Alta  California,  San  Francisco, 
Bradstreet’s  New  York, 

Christian  Register,  Boston, 

Christian  Union,  New  York, 
Chronicle,  San  Francisco, 

Commercial  Bulletin,  Boston, 
Constitution,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
Courier-Journal,  Louisville,  Ky., 
Dispatch,  Richmond,  Va., 

Enquirer,  Cincinnati,  O., 

Financial  and  Commercial  Chroni¬ 
cle,  New  York, 

Forest  and  Stream,  New  York, 

Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  Paper,  N. 
Y., 

Gazette,  Montreal,  Canada, 

Graphic,  London,  England, 

Harper’s  Bazar,  N.  Y., 

Weeklv,  N.  Y., 

Young  People,  N.  Y., 
Herald,  Rutland,  Vt., 

Independent,  N.  Y., 

Journal  of  Education,  Boston, 

Journal,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 


Salem  Gazette  (morning,) 

New  York  Herald,  “ 

Journal  of  commerce  “ 

Star  “ 

Sun  “ 

Times  “ 

Tribune  “ 

World  “ 

Mail  and  Express  (evening,) 
Post  “ 

Philadelphia  Pa.,  North  American, 
(morning,) 

Congressional  Record,  Washington 
Haverhill  Gazette  (evening.) 

MONTHLY  PUBLICATIONS. 
Machinist,  N.  Y., 

Mirror  and  Farmer,  Manchester, 
New  Hampshire, 

Nation,  New  York, 

Nature,  London  England, 

News,  Charlestown,  S.  C., 
Observer.  N.  Y., 

Pioneer-Press,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
Punch,  London,  England, 

Register,  Mobile,  Ala., 

Republican,  Springfield,  Mass., 
Rocky  Mountain  Weekly,  Denver, 
Col., 

Scientific  American,  New  York, 
Builders'  Edition4  44 

Supplement,  44 

Signs  of  the  Times,  44 

Star,  Washington,  D.  C., 

Times,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Times,  London,  England, 

Tribune,  Chicago,  Ill., 

Weekly  News,  Galveston,  Texas, 
Official  Gazette,  U.  S.  Patent  Of¬ 
fice. 
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MAGAZINES  AND  QUARTERLIES. 

DOMESTIC. 


Agriculturist,.  N.  Y., 

Andover  Review,  Boston, 

Arena, 

Atlanta  Monthly,  Boston, 

Ballou’s  Magazine,  fc‘ 

Bibliotheca  Sacra,  Oberlin,  O., 
Century,  N.  Y., 

Current  Literature,  N.  Y., 

Frank  Leslie’s  Popular  Monthly, 
N.  Y., 

Forum,  N,  Y., 

Godey’s  Ladies’  Book,  Philadelphia, 
Harper’s  Magazine,  N.  Y. , 
Household  Magazine,  Brattleboro, 
Vt., 

Home  Missionary,  Boston, 

Ladies’  Home  Journal,  Phila. 


Liberal  Free  Mason, 
i  Life,  New  York, 

Lippincott’s  Magazine  .  Philadelphia 
LittelPs  Living  Age,  Boston, 
Naturalist,  Philadelphia, 

New  England  Magazine,  Boston, 
NewEnglander,  New  Haven, Conn . , 
New  World,  Boston, 

North  American,  N.  Y., 

Peterson’s  Magazine,  Philadelphia, 
Political  Science  Quarterly,  N.  Y  , 
Popular  Science  Monthly,  N.  Y., 
Popular  Science  News, 

Queries, 

St.  Nicholas,  N.  Y., 

Unitarian  Review,  Boston. 


FOREIGN. 


Art  Journal,  London, 

Blackwood’s  Edinburg, 

Cassell’s  Magazine,  London, 
Contemporary  Review,  London, 
Edinburg  Review,  Edinburg, 
English  Illustrated  Magazine,  Lon¬ 
don, 


Fortnightly  Review,  London, 

Good  Words,  London, 

London  Quarterly  Review,  London, 
Macmillan’s  Magazine,  London, 
Nineteenth  Century,  London, 
Temple  Bar,  London, 

Westminster  Review,  London. 


THIRTY-EIGHTH  ANN 


OF  THE 


DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


Newburyport  Public  Library 


NEWBURYPORT : 

Press  of  the  Economy  Printing  Company, 

1894. 


THIRTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


NEWBURYPORT : 

Press  of  the  Economy  Printing  Company. 

1894. 
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In  Board  of  Directors,  I 
Newburyport,  December  14,  1893.  i 

Ordered,  Xhat  the  Report  of  the  Directors,  together  with  the  accompanying 
reports,  be  transmitted  to  the  City  Council,  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  section 
5th  of  the  ordinance  concerning  the  Public  Library. 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS,  Secretary. 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  LIBRARY-1894. 


ORRIN  J.  GURNEY,  Mayor. 


CHARLES  H.  BLISS, 
C.  C.  STOCKMAN, 


ALDERMEN. 

CHARLES  W.  TAGE, 
GEO.  E.  STICKNEY, 


EBEN  A.  YOUNG. 
ALVAH  HOYT. 


DIRECTORS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


ORRIN  J.  GURNEY,  Mayor 

• 

Ex  officio. 

ANDREW  R.  CURTIS,  President  of  Common  Council 

66 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  Trustee  of  Building  Fund  . 

66 

ELISHA  P.  DODGE, 

66  66  66 

66 

EBEN  F.  STONE, 

66  66  66 

66 

AMOS  NOYES,  term  of  office  expires  .... 

1894. 

SAMUEL  C.  BEANE,  term  of  office  expires 

1895. 

ENOCH  C.  ADAMS,  “ 

66  66 

.  1896. 

CHARLES  C.  DAME,  <• 

«  66  66 

1897. 

JOHN  E.  BAILEY, 

66  66 

.  1898. 

MOSES  BROWN, 

66  66 

1899. 

AMOS  H.  ADAMS, 

66  66 

•  1900. 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PEABODY  FUND. 


EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  WILLIAM  IT.  SWASEY, 

BENJ.  HALE,  LAWRENCE  B.  CUSHING, 

JOHN  J.  CURRIER. 


Librarian  . 

Assistant  Librarian  . 

Extra  Assistant  .... 
Superintendent  of  Reading  Room 
Janitor  . 


JOHN  D.  PARSONS. 
EFFIE  A.  TENNEY. 

E.  S.  THURSTON. 
MARTHA  P.  LUNT 
.  HERBERT  A.  MUTCH. 


ORGANIZATION 


OF  THE 

Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library 

FOR  1894. 


President, 
ORRIN  J.  GURNEY. 


Secretary, 
JOHN  D.  PARSONS. 


Committee  on  Books, 

SAMUEL  C.  BEANE,  E.  C.  ADAMS, 


OrMOS  NQYBSL 


Vl  '  'fiv  ,  Ui* 


Committee  on  Librarian, 
ELISHA  P.  DODGE, 


MOSES  BROWN. 


Committee  on  Building  and  Grounds, 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  E.  P.  DODGE..  A.  H.  ADAMS. 


Committee  on  Reading  Room, 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  ENOCH  C.  ADAMS,  JOHN  E.  BAILEY. 


Committee  on  Finance  and  Accounts, 

ORRIN  J.  GURNEY,  CHARLES  C.  DAME. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Government 

of  Newbury  port. 

The  thirty-eighth  annual  report  of  the  librarian 
is  before  you,  and  also  the  reports  of  the  custodians 
of  the  several  library  funds,  leaving  few  facts  for  us 
to  communicate. 

We  bear  cordial  testimony  to  the  ability  and 
faithfulness  of  the  librarian  and  his  assistants,  not 
only  in  the  discharge  of  their  routine  duties,  but  in 
advising  and  directing  readers,  especially  the  young 
and  inexpert.  We  deem  the  latter  a  very  important 
and  valuable  part  of  their  labors. 

The  librarian’s  report  gives  assurance  that  there 
has  been  no  loss  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  but  a  gratifying  increase  of  readers,  especially 
of  the  younger  class.  During  the  last  months  of 
the  present  year  this  increase  has  been  surprisingly 
great. 

The  reading-room  is  under  excellent  manage¬ 
ment,  and  is  amply  supplied  with  the  best  Ameri- 
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can  papers  and  magazines,  as  well  as  some  of  the 
most  valuable  English  periodicals.  The  fund  given 
by  William  C.  Todd,  escp,  to  whose  munificence  we 
owe  the  public  reading  room,  has,  by  his  last  dona¬ 
tion,  reached  the  amount  of  $10,000.00,  and  the 
thanks  of  our  people  are  increasingly  due  to  this 
wise  and  generous  friend  of  Newburyport. 

The  directors  cannot  but  repeat  their  recommen¬ 
dation  of  a  3^ear  ago,  that  the  cit}^  government 
should  further  the  work  of  re-arranging  the  library, 
and  preparing  a  complete  and  convenient  catalogue, 
by  furnishing  to  the  librarian  for  a  while  an  expert 
assistant  for  this  special  purpose.  Only  one  alcove 
contains  books  of  a  single  class;  elsewhere  there 
has  been  little  or  no  assorting  and  arranging  of 
books  by  subjects  or  classes  of  subjects.  The  many 
supplements  which  have  been  added  to  the  cata¬ 
logue  increase  this  confusion,  and  render  the  finding 
of  volumes  by  both  the  reader  and  the  librarian  a 
weary  and  time-consuming  labor.  If  this  re-ar- 
rangement  can  be  made  now,  then  every  new  book 
as  it  is  purchased  can  be  put  at  once  into  its  proper 
place;  but  if  not,  the  library  will  every  year  increase 
in  disorder,  and  the  labor  and  expense  of  final  clas¬ 
sification  will  be  exceedingly  great.  Financial  econ¬ 
omy,  no  less  than  public  convenience,  demands  that 
this  confusion  be  arrested  before  the  library  has 
reached  greater  proportions. 

The  library  has  appreciated  in  literary  value 
since  our  last  report,  by  the  addition  of  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  carefully  selected  books,  in  different 
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departments,  and  gives  promise  of  increased  useful¬ 
ness  in  future  years. 

0.  J.  GURNEY, 

R.  JACOBY, 

E.  S.  MOSELEY, 

E.  P.  DODGE, 

E.  F.  STONE, 

W.  R.  JOHNSON, 
AMOS  NOYES, 

S.  C.  BEANE, 

C.  C.  DAME, 

E.  C.  ADAMS, 

J.  E.  BAILEY, 
MOSES  BROWN, 

Directors. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Book  Committee. 

Gentlemen  : — The  thirty-eighth  annual  report  of  the  librarian 
of  the  Newburyport  public  library  is  herewith  submitted. 

The  whole  number  of  books  catalogued  and  shelved  at  the 
close  of  the  library  year  was  29,547.  Last  year  the  number  was 
28,703.  There  have  been  added  by  purchase  during  the  year  741 
volumes,  by  donations  173  volumes.  Of  those  purchased,  25  were 
to  take  the  place  of  worn  out  volumes,  of  which  there  have  been, 
during  the  year,  70  discarded.  There  have  been  14  volumes  lost, 
stolen  or  misplaced  during  the  year.  The  net  increase  of  the  li¬ 
brary  was  844  books,  against  745  the  previous  year.  The  state¬ 
ment  of  library  growth  is  more  fully  set  forth  in  appendix  E. 

The  number  of  books  withdrawn  for  home  use  was  36,213, 
against  33,914  last  year.  This  increase  in  circulation  has  been 
most  marked  since  the  summer  vacation,  the  figures  for  the  past 
three  months  amounting  to  10,011,  against  8,034  for  a  correspond¬ 
ing  period  last  year,  a  gain  of  about  25  per  cent. 

During  the  past  year,  477  new  borrowers  have  registered,  the 
accounts  of  63  have  been  cancelled,  and  the  number  of  card-hold¬ 
ers  is  now  4,087. 

The  library  has  been  opened  282  days  for  the  withdrawal  of 
books,  the  reading  room  every  day,  Sundays  excepted.  The 
average  daily  circulation  has  been  128,  against  115  last  year. 

There  have  been  sent  to  the  bindery  for  binding  or  for  repairs, 
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310  volumes,  besides  which  several  hundred  have  been  repaired  at 
the  library. 

The  librarian  would  renew  his  earnest  recommendation  that 
the  question  of  classifying  and  cataloguing  the  library,  be  given 
serious  attention. 

The  longer  it  is  delayed  the  greater  will  be  the  work  and  the 

cost. 

At  the  best,  it  would  be  a  very  expensive  undertaking,  as  to 
do  the  work  thoroughly,  so  that  it  would  be  complete  for  all  time, 
cannot  be  reckoned  at  much  less  than  15  cents  a  volume.  With 
30,000  volumes  in  hand  it  is  easy  to  figure  this  cost  It  would, 
however,  include  scientific  classification,  the  making  of  a  card  cat¬ 
alogue  and  the  printing  of  a  condensed  catalogue  or  finding  list. 

Once  systematized  there  would  be  no  extra  expense  to  speak 
of  in  keeping  it  up. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS, 

Librarian. 


Newburyport,  December  11,  1893. 
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APPENDIX  A.— RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

City  appropriation  ......  SI, 500  00 

From  town  of  Newbury,  use  of  library  for 

the  year  1893  .  .  .  .  .  $150  00 

From  dog  licenses  .....  806  78 

956  78 


Total  appropriation  and  income  ....  $2,456  78 

Amount  overdrawn  .......  468  79 


$2,925  57 

EXPENDITURES. 

(Authorized  by  the  City  Council.) 


Salaries  ,  .  .  .  . 

Premiums  on  insurance  policies 
Binding  and  rebinding  books  . 
Printing  and  advertising 
Supplies  . 

Labor  and  sundries  . 


.  $2,001 

27 

498 

76 

201 

95 

150 

00 

39 

86 

33 

73 

$2,925  57 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Receipts  from  fines  .....  $30  54 

Balance  on  hand  .  .  .  .  .  .  73  09 


$103  63 

EXPENDITURES. 

Sundry  supplies  and  miscellaneous  expenses  $23  45 
Postage,  wrappers,  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  13  40 

Rentals,  post  office  boxes  .  .  .  .  .  6  00 

Express,  freight,  truckage  .  .  .  .  4  30 

47  15 
$56  48 


Balance  . 
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APPENDIX  II  —BUILDING  FNITD. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  donors  of  the  fund  for 
the  purchase  and  equipment  of  the  public  library  building,  that  an 
annual  statement  of  the  condition  of  said  fund  should  be  submitted 
to  the  directors  of  the  library,  I  beg  leave  to  report :  After  the 
completion  of  the  work,  the  sum  of  $5,000.00  remained  over  and 
above  the  $50,000.00  subscribed  and  expended  in  the  preparation 
of  the  building,  which  was  deposited  in  the  Institution  for  Sav¬ 
ings,  where  it  is  still  invested.  It  was  decided  to  make  this  the 
nucleus  of  a  permanent  fund,  the  income  of  which  should  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  making  such  necessary  repairs  and  improvements  in  the 
library  building  as  should  be  called  for  from  time  to  time.  Not¬ 
withstanding  hundreds  of  dollars  of  this  income  have  been  ex¬ 
pended,  first  and  last,  the  principal  has  increased,  and,  by  judicious 
economy,  it  has  now  reached  the  sum  of  $6,008.50.  During  the 
past  year  $51.03  have  been  expended  for  various  minor  repairs. 
This  account  has  been  audited,  according  to  custom  and  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  the  same  attached  to  the  book. 

E.  S.  MOSELEY, 

(  Treasurer .) 

E.  P.  DODGE, 

*  E.  F.  STONE, 

Trustees . 


Newburyport,  December  11,  1893. 
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APPENDIX  C.— PEABODY  FUND. 

Among  the  many  generous  donations  of  the  late  George  Pea¬ 
body  was  one  of  $15,000.00  to  this  library.  The  only  stipulation 
made  when  it  was  passed  to  the  present  treasurer  was  that  a  board 
of  trustees  for  the  management  of  the  fund  should  be  created,  that 
the  income  should  be  kept  separate  and  distinct  from  that  derived 
from  other  sources,  and  that  an  annual  report  should  be  prepared 
and  published.  These  requirements  have  always  been  faithfully 
adhered  to,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  same  the  treasurer  herewith 
reports  that  the  original  sum,  deposited  in  the  Institution  for  Sav¬ 
ings,  still  continues  there  invested  with  the  condition  annexed  that 
it  can  never  be  withdrawn  save  on  written  order  of  a  majority  of 
the  trustees.  The  income  during  the  past  year  has  been  $600.00, 
which,  added  to  the  balance  available  at  the  close  of  the  last  year, 
$343.91,  makes  $943.91.  Of  this  sum,  $575.23  have  been  ex¬ 
pended  during  the  year  for  the  purchase  of  348  books,  leaving  a 
balance  in  hand  of  $368.68.  This  account  has  also  been  audited. 

Some  idea  of  what  this  gift  of  Mr.  Peabody  means  for  the 
library  and  the  city  may  be  learned  when  it  is  stated  that  during 
the  26  years  the  income  has  been  expended,  7,302  books  have 
been  added.  This  amounts  to  about  25  per  cent  of  all  the  books 
in  the  library,  which  contained  over  12,000  volumes  before  this 
valuable  source  of  supply  was  received.  Special  pains  have  al¬ 
ways  been  taken  to  purchase  books  of  a  high  standard  and  there¬ 
fore  having  a  permanent  value,  and  the  standard  of  the  library  is 
therefore  kept  on  a  high  plane. 

E.  S.  MOSELEY, 

( Treasurer .) 

W.  H.  SWASEY, 
BENJAMIN  HALE, 

J.  J.  CURRIER, 

L.  B.  CUSHING, 

Tries  tees. 


Newburyport,  December  12,  1893. 
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APPENDIX  D.— RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FROM 

VARIOUS  TRUST  FUNDS. 

SAWYER  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

1892. 

Nov.  28.  To  balance  ....  $146  62 

1893.  “  income  .  .  .  .  *  225  00 


$371  62 

EXPENDITURES. 

1893.  By  bills  paid  for  books  .  .  $178  03 

“  balance  ....  193  59 


$371  62 


BRADBURY  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

1892. 

Nov.  28.  To  balance  ....  $25  87 

1893.  “  income  .....  40  00 


$65  87 

EXPENDITURES. 

1893.  By  bills  for  books  .  .  .  $34  11 

“  balance  ....  31  76 

$65  87 


FROTHINGHAM  FUND. 

1893.  To  income  .......  $40  00 


EXPENDITURES. 


$30  69 
9  31 


1893. 


By  bills  for  books 
“  balance 


$40  00 


H 


ANNUAL  REPORTS. 


S.  A.  GREEN  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

1892. 

Nov.  28.  To  balance  .  .  .  .  $132  93 

1893.  “  income  .....  80  00 


$212  93 

EXPENDITURES. 

1893.  By  bills  for  books  .  .  .  $76  13 

“  balance  .  .  .  .  136  80 


$212  93 


ABRAM  A.  WILLIAMS  FUND. 
RECEIPTS. 

1892. 

Nov.  28.  To  balance  ....  $43  17 

1893.  “  income  .....  40  00 


$83  17 

EXPENDITURES. 

1893.  By  bills  for  books  .  .  .  $58  07 

“  balance  ....  25  10 


Above  accounts  examined  with  accompanying  vouchers,  and 
found  correct. 

0.  J.  GURNEY, 

WM.  R.  JOHNSON, 

Finance  Committee . 
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APPENDIX  D.  2  — TODD  FUND. 


Since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  Hon.  W.  C.  Todd, 
who  has  annually  contributed  $400.00  for  the  support  of  the  read¬ 
ing  room,  has  paid  over  to  the  city  the  principal  of  which  this  sum 
represented  the  interest  at  4  per  cent  per  annum,  viz  :  $10,000.00. 
This  amount  is  invested  in  a  city  note  bearing  interest  at  4  per 
cent  and  payable  semi-annually.  While  the  sum  was  not  deposited 
in  the  city  treasury  until  some  time  after  the  beginning  of  the  new 
year,  the  interest  on  the  same  was  calculated  from  Jan.  1,  so  that 
there  was  no  interruption  or  falling  off  in  the  income.  The  financial 
statement  is  as  follows  : 

1892. 

Dec.  1.  To  balance  .....  $225  48 

1893. 

July  1.  “  income  .....  200  00 


$425  48 


EXPENDITURES. 


By  bills,  S.  H.  Fowle 
“  u  A.  H.  Roffe  &  Co. 


“  “  offices  of  publication  . 

“  balance  .  .  .  . 


$213  70 
143  50 
22  25 
46  03 


$425  48 
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APPENDIX  E.— LIBRARY  INCREASE,  WITH  CLASSIFICA¬ 


TION. 

Number  of  volumes  last  reported  (corrected)  .  .  28,703 

Added  by  purchase  in  1893  : 

Peabody  fund  .......  348 

Sawyer  “  .  .  .  .  .  .219 

Todd  “.......  60 

Frothingham  fund  ......  43 

Williams  “  ......  39 

Bradbury  “  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Green  “  ......  15 


741 

Less  volumes  replaced  .....  25 


716 

Added  by  donations  .  .  .  .  .  .  173 


Total  new  volumes  ........  889 


29,592 

Lost  or  missing  .......  14 

Withdrawn  (worn  out)  .....  56 

70 

Less  number  replaced  .....  25 

45 


29  547 

Net  increase  in  1893,  844 ;  in  1892,  745. 

These  volumes  may  be  roughly  classified  as  follows  :  Fiction, 
272  (of  which  56  were  juveniles) ;  literature  (including  poetry, 
drama,  oratory,  letters,  satire  and  humor),  93;  biography,  94  ; 
magazines,  63 ;  adventure,  travel  or  descriptive,  55 ;  social  and 
political  science,  52  ;  history,  43  ;  natural  science,  24 ;  theological, 
18;  fine  arts,  17  ;  useful  arts,  14;  general  works,  14  ;  philosophy, 
5 ;  philology,  2 ;  unclassified  (chiefly  government  publications), 
148. 
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APPENDIX  F. — CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS,  1893,  CLASSI¬ 
FIED  BY  SUBJECTS. 

During  the  year  ending  November  29,  1893,  there  were  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  library  for  home  use,  36,213  books.  These  volumes 
were  classed  as  follows,  and  are  compared  with  previous  years  : 


1893.  1892.  1891.  1890. 


Magazines  and  reviews  . 
Philosophy  and  sociology 
Theology  and  religion 


Miscellaneous  literature  . 
Travel,  descriptive,  etc.  . 
History 


Adult  fiction 
Juvenile  literature  . 


Biography 
Science  and  art 


19,524  18,768  18,921  17,349 

8,014  6,692  6.547  4,634 

2,203  2,032  2,087  2,094 

1,970  1,682  2,071  2,507 

B333  B340  i,5°6  1,808 

1,078  1,134  1,421  1,317 

1,040  1,088  876  934 

461  482  515  402 

325  32°  27 1  339 

265  376  43i  339 


Totals  . 


36,213  33>9T4  34,646  31,727 
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APPENDIX  G.— DONATIONS  TO  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


Note. — Acknowledgements  of  pamphlets  include  those  received  to 
April  18,  1894. 


N.  Y 


American  Republics,  Bureau  of 
Amherst  College 
Argentine  com.  to  Exposition 
Boston  Children’s  Hospital 
Bowdoin  College 
Bridgewater  Normal  School 
British  com.  to  Exposition 
Brooks,  F.  A.,  Boston 
Burdett  College,  Boston 
Chicago  Sunset  Club 
Clark,  G.  H.,  D.  D.,  Hartford  . 

Clarke,  W.  B.  &  Co.,  Boston 
Cogswell,  Hon.  W.,  M.  C. 

Cotgreaves,  A.  W.,  Ham.  Guernsey 
Currier,  E.  H.,  Washington  Heights, 
Currier,  J.  J. 

Dodd,  Mead  &  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Hackett,  F.  W.,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Hale,  Capt.  Joshua  . 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge 
Haverhill,  city  of 

Hill,  N.  P . 

Hovey,  Mrs.  H.  E.,  Somerville 
Hurd,  E.  P  ,  M.  D. 

Indian  Rights  Asso.,  Phila. 

Japanese  com.  to  Exposition 
Kinnicutt  &  Dewitt,  Worcester 
Library  trustees’  and  librarians’  reports,  cat 
Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  library 
Boston  public 
Brooklyn,  Mercantile 
Buffalo  public 
Chicago  public  . 

Cincinnati  public 


BOOKS.  PAMPH. 


5 


4 

•  • 

1 


1 

1 

•  • 
52 
•  • 
1 
1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

• 

2 

1 


1 

4 


alogues,  bulletins,  etc. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Concord  (Mass.)  free  public 
Everett  public 
Fairhaven,  Millicent  public 
Fall  River  public 
Georgetown,  Peabody 
Hamilton  (Ont.)  public 
Handsworth  (Eng.) 

Helena  public 
Jersey  City  free  public 
Lawrence  public 
Lynn  public 
Massachusetts  State  . 
Minneapolis  public 
New  Jersey  State 
New  York,  Maimonides 
“  Mercantile 
Newark  public  . 

Newton  free 

Peabody,  Peabody  Institute 
Portland  (Ore  )  . 
Providence  public 
Salem  public 
San  Francisco  Mercantile 
Springfield  city  . 

Swansea  (Wales) 

Taunton  public  . 
Waterbury,  Silas  Bronson 
Watertown  public 
Woburn  public  . 

Worcester  public 
Little,  William,  Newbury  . 
Macintosh,  H.  P. 

Maine  Asso.  Rockland 
Mass.  Commonwealth  of  . 

“  Institute  of  Technology 
Maimi  University 


Books.  Pamph. 


1 

12 


1 

2 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

21 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 


1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

• 

2 

3 

1 

1 
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Moseley,  E.  S. 

National  Civil  Service  Reform  League 
N.  E.  Conference  Eduational  Workers 
N.  E.  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society 
Newbury  port,  Anna  Jaques  hospital  asso. 
44  city  of  ... 

44  Herald  Publishing  Co. 

44  News  Publishing  Co. 

Y.  W.  C.  A. 

Page,  Miss,  Atkinson,  N.  H. 

Perkins  Inst,  for  Blind,  Boston 

Perry,  O.  H.,  Lowell 

Philadelphia  Public  Ledger 

Pike,  Hon.  John  N.  ... 

Pope,  A.  A.,  Boston 

Pope,  Rev.  L.  A. 

Salisbury,  S.,  Worcester  . 

Sinclair,  Rev.  B.  D. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington 
Stewart,  Hon.  W.  M. 

Stone,  Hon.  E.  F. 

Stone,  G.  T.,  Chicago 
United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
Commission  of  Labor 
^Department  Agriculture 

Interior  .... 
Bureau  of  education 
Census  bureau 

State  ..... 
Treasury  .... 

Wai 

Fish  commission 
Life  Saving  Service  . 

University  of  Penn  .... 
Yolta  bureau  ..... 


Books.  Pamph. 


1 


9 


I 

1 


1 

•  • 

14 


1 
1 
5 
•  • 
10 
1 


3 


4 


4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1 

1 

1 


1 

• 

1 

5 


13 

1 
•  • 

1 

5 

•  • 
15 


7 


2 

15  14 

3  17 

6  2 


2 

1 

2 


.  1 


♦Also  publications  of  the  weather  bureau,  maps,  etc. 
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,  Books.  Pamph. 

Washington  University,  St.  Louis  .  .  .  ...  1 

Winchester  Home  for  Aged  Women,  Boston  .  ...  1 

Women’s  Medical  College,  Phila.  .  .  .  ...  1 

Yale  LTniversity  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  3 


Publications  in  Newburyport  Free  Reading  Room 


DAILIES. 


Newburyport  Herald  (morning), 
“  News  (evening), 
Boston  Advertiser  (morning), 

“  Herald  “ 

“  Post  “ 

“  Globe  (evening), 

“  Journal  “ 

“  Transcript  “ 

“  Traveller  “ 

Haverhill  Gazette  “ 

Lynn  Item  “ 


Portland,  Me.,  Advertiser  (evening), 
Salem  Gazette  (morning) 

New  York  Herald  (morning), 

“  Star  “ 

“  Sun  “ 

“  Times  “ 

“  Tribune  “ 

“  World  “ 

“  Mail  and  Express  (evening), 
Post  (evening), 

Congressional  Record,  Washington. 


SEMI-WEEKLY,  WEEKLY  AND  MONTHLY  PUBLICATIONS. 


Alta  California,  San  Francisco, 
Bradstreet’s,  New  York, 

Christian  Register,  Boston, 

Christian  Union,  New  York, 

Chronicle,  San  Francisco, 

Commercial  Bulletin,  Boston, 
Constitution.  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Courier-Journal,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Dispatch,  Richmond,  Va. 

Electrical  World,  New  York, 

Enquirer,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Financial  and  Commercial  Chronicle, 
New  York. 

Forest  and  Stream,  New  York. 

Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  Newspaper, 
New  York. 

Gazette,  Montreal,  Canada, 

Graphic,  London,  Eng. 

Harper’s  Bazar,  New  York, 

“  Weekly,  “ 

“  Young  People,  New  York, 

Herald,  Rutland,  Vt. 

Independent,  New  York, 

Official  Gazette, 


Item  (weekly),  Newburyport, 

Journal  of  Education,  Boston, 

Journal,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Machinist,  New  York, 

Mirror  and  Farmer,  Manchester,  N.  H. 
Nation,  New  York, 

Nature,  London,  Eng. 

News,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Observer,  New  York, 

Pioneer-Press,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Punch,  London,  Eng. 

Register,  Mobile,  Ala. 

Republican,  Springfield, 

Rocky  Mountain  Weekly,  Denver,  Colo. 
Scientific  American,  New  York, 

“  (builders’  edition), 

“  Supplement, 

Signs  of  the  Times,  New  York, 

Star,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Times,  Philadelphia, 

Times,  London,  Eng. 

Tribune,  Chicago, 

Weekly  News,  Galveston,  Texas. 

U.  S.  Patent  Office. 
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MAGAZINES  AND  QUARTERLIES. 

DOMESTIC. 


Agriculturist,  N.  Y. 

Arena,  Boston. 

Atlantic  Monthly,  Boston, 

Bibliotheca  Sacra,  Oberlin,  O. 
Century,  N.  Y. 

Cosmopolitan,  N.  Y. 

Current  Literature,  N.  Y. 

Donahoe’s  Magazine,  Boston. 

Frank  Leslie’s  Popular  Monthly,  N.Y. 
Forum,  N.  Y. 

Godey’s  Ladies’  Book,  Philadelphia, 
Harper’s  Magazine,  N.  Y. 

Household,  Boston, 

Home  Missionary,  Boston, 

Ladies’  Home  Journal,  Philadelphia. 
Life,  N.  Y. 


Lippincott’s  Magazine,  Philadelphia, 
Littell’s  Living  Age,  Boston, 
Munsey’s  Magazine,  N.  Y. 

Naturalist,  Philadelphia, 

New  England  Magazine,  Boston, 
New  World,  Boston, 

North  American,  N.  Y. 

Peterson’s  Magazine,  Philadelphia, 
Political  Science  Quarterly,  N.  Y. 
Popular  Science  Monthly,  N.  Y. 
Popular  Science  News, 

Queries, 

Review  of  Reviews,  N.  Y. 

St.  Nicholas,  N.  Y. 

Unitarian  Review,  Boston. 


FOREIGN. 


Art  Journal,  London, 

Blackwood’s,  Edinburg, 

Cassell’s  Magazine,  London, 
Contemporary  Review,  London, 
Edinburg  Review,  Edinburg, 

English  Illustrated  Magazine,  London, 


Fortnightly  Review,  London, 

Good  Words,  London, 

London  Quarterly  Review,  London, 
JMacmillan’s  Magazine,  London, 
Nineteenth  Century,  London, 
Temple  Bar,  London, 


Westminster  Review,  London. 
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Donations  to  the  Reading  Room. 


The  Newburyport  Daily  News 
The  Item 
Christian  Register 
Congressional  Record 
Home  Missionary 
New  York  Observer  . 
Congressional  Directory 
Signal  Service  Weather  Maps 
Official  Gazette 
The  Manifesto 

The  Christian  Science  Journal 
Christian  Statesman  . 

Free  Russia 
Cook’s  Excursionist  . 

The  Outlook  . 

The  Unitarian  . 

The  Churchman 
Si.  Andrew’s  Cross  • 

The  Tablet 
Good  Government 
Science  . 

Boston  Sunday  Globe 
Boston  Sunday  Herald 
Boston  Sunday  Post  . 


News  Publishing  Co. 

•  •  .  .  Publishers. 

.  A.  Unitarian  Association. 

.  Hon.  William  Cogswell. 
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In  Board  of  Directors,  \ 
Nfwburyport,  December  16,  1895.  / 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  directors,  together  with  the  ac¬ 
companying  reports,  be  transmitted  to  the  city  council,  agreeably  to 
the  requirements  of  section  5th  of  the  ordinance  concerning  the  public 
library. 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS,  Secretary. 


Trustees  of  the  Library  — 1896 


ANDREW  R.  CURTIS,  Mayor 

ARDE&MEN  : 

HENRY  J.  NOYES,  MOODY  KIMBALL,  CHAS.  W.  JOHNSON, 
FRANK  H.  PLUMER,  P.  H.  BLUMPEY,  Jr.,  WILLIAM  C.  COFFIN 


Directors  of  the  Public  Library 


ANDREW  R.  CURTIS,  mayor . Ex  officio 

JAMES  F.  CARENS,  president  of  common  council . 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  trustee  of  building  fund . 


ELISHA  P.  DODGE,  “  “  “  . 

LAWRENCE  B.  CUSHING,  “  “  “  .  “ 

ENOCH  C.  ADAMS,  term  of  office  expires . 1896 

CHARLES  C.  DAME,  “  “  . 1897 

JOHN  E.  BAILEY,  “  “  . 1898 

MOSES  BROWN,  “  “  . 1899 

AMOS  H.  ADAMS,  “  “  . 1900 

WILLIAM  R.  JOHNSON,  “  “  . 1901 

NATHAN  N.  WITHINGTON,  “  . . .....  1902 


Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Fund 


EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  JOHN  J.  CURRIER, 

WILLIAM  H.  SWASEY,  BENJAMIN  HALE 

LAWRENCE  B.  CUSHING. 


Librarian . JOHN  D.  PARSONS 

Assistant  Librarian .  EFFIE  A.  TENNEY 

Extra  Assistant . --E.  S.  THURSTON 

Superintendent  of  Reading  Room . MARTHA  P.  LUNT 

Janitor . DEXTER  W.  NUTTING 


ORGANIZATION 


OF  THE 

Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library 

For  1896 

\ 

President, 

ANDREW  R.  CURTIS. 

Secretary, 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS. 

Committee  on  Books, 

E.  C.  ADAMS,  W.  R.  JOHNSON,  N.  N.  WITHINGTON 

Committee  on  Librarian, 

ELISHA  P.  DODGE,  MOSES  BROWN,  W.  R.  JOHNSON 

Committee  on  Buieding  and  Grounds, 

EDW.  S.  MOSELEY,  E.  P.  DODGE,  AMOS  H.  ADAMS 

Committee  on  Reading  Room, 

EDW.  S.  MOSELEY,  ENOCH  C.  ADAMS,  JOHN  E.  BAILEY 

0 

Committee  on  Finance  and  Accounts, 

ANDREW  R.  CURTIS,  JAMES  F.  CARENS,  CHAS.  C.  DAME 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  ; 

Gentlemen  : — The  directors  of  the  public  libra¬ 
ry  hereby  submit  their  fortieth  annual  report.  For 
the  detail  of  the  year’s  work  they  would  refer  you 
to  the  report  of  the  librarian.  The  condition  of  the 
funds  is  fully  indicated  by  the  reports  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  whose  care  they  are  placed. 

The  usual  increase  in  the  number  of  books 
has  been  made  during  the  year.  The  book  com¬ 
mittee  have  endeavored  to  place  upon  the  libra¬ 
ry  shelves  books  that  shall  prove  of  lasting 
value,  both  in  themselves  and  in  their  influence 
upon  those  who  read  them.  This  policy  with 
the  lapse  of  years  will  make  our  library  an  in¬ 
creasing  power  for  intellectual  and  moral  good. 
The  demand  for  so-called  popular  books  is, 
however,  very  great,  often  too  great  to  be 
resisted.  It  is  everywhere  noticeable  that  the 
books  most  read  are  not  those  of  great  literary 
merit  or  of  permanent  interest,  but  those  that  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  in  vogue.  It  may  not  be  possible  for  the 
directors  of  any  library  to  change  radically  the  taste 
of  the  reading  public,  but  we  do  believe  that  by  ju- 
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dicious  management  the  reading  of  better  books 
may  be  greatly  encouraged  and  largely  increased. 
An  effort  of  this  kind,  made  in  our  own  library, 
proves  this  true.  The  careful  attention  that  has 
been  paid  to  the  selection  of  juvenile  literature  has, 
within  a  comparatively  short  time,  had  a  marked 
influence  upon  the  character  of  the  books  read  by 
the  boys  and  girls  of  our  city.  That  such  work  is 
the  obvious  duty  of  a  library  management  is  more 
clearly  manifest  when  it  is  admitted  that  many 
parents  are  either  unable  to  select  books  for  their 
children  or  are  wholly  indifferent  about  the  matter. 

On  account  of  the  numberless  bad  and  indiffer¬ 
ent  books  that  are  almost  thrust  into  the  hands  of 
thoughtless  readers,  it  is  all  the  more  incumbent 
upon  those  having  library  interests  in  their  care  to 
see  that  good  books  are  not  only  purchased  but 
also  placed  before  the  public  in  such  a  way  that  our 
citizens  may  know  their  general  character.  It 
would  be  advisable,  we  believe,  to  publish,  at  least 
once  a  month  in  our  local  papers  a  list  of  books — 
old  as  well  as  new — calling  attention  to  their  gen¬ 
eral  character  and  when  possible  to  their  chief  ex¬ 
cellence.  This  would  be  of  special  value  when  great 
questions  and  interests  are  in  the  public  mind,  as  it 
would  enable  readers  to  select  readily  the  books 
that  would  be  most  helpful  to  them. 

While  it  may  not  be  possible  to  turn  attention 
wholly  away  from  worthless  and  ephemeral  works 
of  fiction — things  that  pass  in  a  night — it  is  certain¬ 
ly  the  duty  of  public  library  boards  and  librarians 
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to  exert  every  effort  to  divert  attention  from  works 
that  poison  and  degrade  thought  and  feeling  to 
those  that  sweeten  and  uplift  life.  These  consider¬ 
ations  bring  us  to  a  most  important  subject,  to 
which  attention  has  already  been  called  in  more 
than  one  report.  A  new  catalogue  is  a  necessity. 
The  increase  in  the  number  of  books  has  made  this 
necessity  only  more  imperative.  Dela}^  will  make 
the  present  confusion  greater  and  in  the  end  increase 
the  expense.  The  first  cost  will  be  considerable,  but 
when  the  work  of  cataloguing  is  once  thoroughly 
done  all  new  books  can  be  easilv  classified  and  cat- 

mf 

alogued.  The  library  should  at  once  be  classified, 
a  card  catalogue  made,  and  finding  lists  printed. 
The  public  as  well  as  our  librarian  and  his  assis¬ 
tants  have  a  right  to  expect  that  this  work  will  be 
done  without  unreasonable  delay.  In  view  of  the 
situation,  this  board  would  respectfully  recommend 
that  a  special  appropriation  be  made  by  the  city 
council  to  defray  the  expense  of  classif3dng  and  cat¬ 
aloguing  the  librar}".  This  board  also  believe  in 
the  advisability  of  placing  the  books  of  reference  in 
a  room  by  themselves  that  they  may  be  more  easi- 
ly  consulted.  Such  an  arrangement,  which  would 
be  of  great  advantage  and  convenience  to  all  who 
use  encyclopedias  and  other  books  of  reference, 
could  be  made  without  expense. 

We  would  not  close  this  report  without  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  loss  felt  by  this  board  in  the  death  of 
their  fellow-member,  Hon.  Eben  F.  Stone.  Perhaps 
we  can  not  do  better  than  to  introduce  the  resolu- 
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tion  passed  by  the  board  on  the  occasion  of  Mr. 
Stone’s  death. 

Resolved,  That  by  the  death  of  Honorable  Eben. 
Francis  Stone  this  board  has  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
member  who  has  rendered  long-  and  generous  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  public  library  and  to  the  city  ;  a  wise 
and  estimable  associate,  a  man  and  citizen  without 
reproach  ;  and  that  our  intimacy  with  him  in  this 
official  relation  will  be  cherished  by  us  in  grateful 
recollection. 

Orrin  J.  Gurney, 
Andrew  R.  Curtis, 

E.  S.  Moseley, 

E.  P.  Dodge, 

L.  B.  Cushing, 

S.  C.  Beane, 

E.  C.  Adams, 

C.  C.  Dame, 

Moses  Brown, 

John  E.  Bailey, 

A.  H.  Adams, 

W.  R.  Johnson, 

Directors . 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


Gentlemen  : — In  my  last  annual  report  I  stated  as  follows  : 
“The  number  of  books  withdrawn  for  home  use  during  the  year 
(1894)  was  38,565,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  library  and  an 
increase  of  2352  volumes  over  the  previous  year,  which  up  to  that 
time  had  not  been  exceeded.  The  most  marked  increase  was  no¬ 
ticed  during  the  four  winter  months  (Dec.  1893  to  March  1894), 
the  time  of  business  and  trade  depression,  when  the  circulation 
rose  to  an  increase  of  18  per  cent,  over  that  of  a  corresponding 
period  of  the  year  preceding.  With  April  it  began  to  drop  to  the 
normal.” 

This  year  I  have  to  report  that  the  withdrawal  of  books  for 
home  use  from  Dec.  1,  1894,  to  Nov.  30,  1895,  amounted  to 
38,830  volumes,  or  265  more  than  during  the  year  preceding, 
tending  to  show  that  the  increase  in  circulation  for  the  period 
above  noted  was  more  than  temporary,  and  many  who  turned  to 
the  library  when  time  hung  heavily  on  their  hands  have  learned 
its  value  and,  as  cold  weather  approached  again,  continued  to 
avail  themselves  of  its  privileges. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  library  year  there  were  30,194  volumes 
on  the  shelves.  There  have  been  added  since  the  last  report  709 
new  books  (346  by  the  Peabody  fund).  Thirty-three  volumes  have 
been  withdrawn  as  worn  out  and  worthless  of  which  11  were  re¬ 
placed.  The  number  lost,  stolen,  missing  or  otherwise  unac¬ 
counted  for  is  37. 

While  the  proportion  is  less  than  1-1 0th  of  one  per  cent,  of 
the  amount  of  books  circulated  it  is  still  a  great  annoyance,  since 
it  is  an  ambition  of  every  librarian  to  keep  such  losses  down  to  a 
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minimum.  Every  effort  to  trace  missing  books  is  made,  that  seems 
possible.  Within  a  reasonable  time  after  they  are  overdue  a 
printed  form  is  sent  to  the  delinquent  calling  his  or  her  attention 
to  the  oversight.  After  a  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  a  second 
notification,  so  marked  in  red,  is  sent.  Neither  of  these  coming 
back  through  the  post  office  is  good  evidence  that  they  have  been 
properly  delivered.  Often  a  third  warning  in  the  form  of  a  pri¬ 
vate  note  from  the  librarian  is  mailed.  These  efforts  proving  of 
no  purport  complaint  is  formally  made  to  the  police  department 
that  a  certain  book  was  delivered  to  this  or  that  party  at  such  a 
date,  said  person  neglecting  to  return  it  after  repeated  demands. 
When  this  is  done  the  city  marshal  sends  an  officer  to  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  delinquent  and  demands  the  book.  Almost  without 
exception,  providing  the  person  is  found,  the  officer  obtains  the 
book  and  many  volumes  have  been  recovered  by  the  police,  who 
are  always  ready  to  lend  their  services.  Other  books  lost  are 
chargeable  to  the  floating  population,  a  factor  not  so  prominent  in 
the  community  years  ago.  A  dozen  demands  have  come  back 
from  the  post  office  the  past  year  endorsed  “Cannot  be  found.” 
As  we  know  that  the  efforts  of  the  letter  carriers  to  find  an  ad¬ 
dressee  under  our  postal  system  is  something  more  than  perfunc¬ 
tory,  such  a  reply  invariably  means  that  the  case  is  hopeless. 

To  the  natural  query  how  do  other  cities  in  which  the  fluctua¬ 
tions  in  population  are  greater  than  in  Newburyport  meet  such 
cases,  the  answer  is  that  they  employ  more  searching  methods  be¬ 
fore  issuing  card  privileges  and  do  not  place  as  many  privileges 
in  the  hands  of  borrowers. 

Most  libraries  require  a  guarantee  in  the  person  of  some  re¬ 
sponsible  citizen  before  issuing  a  card  to  a  stranger,  a  guaranty 
which  carries  with  it  full  responsibility  for  all  the  borrower’s  deal¬ 
ings  with  a  library,  and  it  is  not  customary  to  allow  the  public  to 
select  a  book  from  a  large  number  exposed  on  the  desk. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  remarked  that  it  has  been  the 
policy  of  the  librarian  to  extend  the  value  of  the  library  to  the 
uses  of  the  public  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  allow  the  largest,  full¬ 
est  and  freest  privileges  possible,  endeavoring  to  discover  new 
rather  than  curtail  old  ones. 
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How  far  he  is  justified  it  is  for  you  to  determine.  It  can  be 
said,  however,  that  to  set  in  motion  rules  by  which  many  large 
libraries  are  governed  would  result  in  reducing  the  circulation  fully 
one-third,  especially  in  the  lack  of  a  new  and  up  to  date  catalogue, 
unless  the  force  was  greatly  augmented  by  assistants  whose  mem¬ 
ories  could  take  the  place  of  a  catalogue,  and  that  would  require 
years  of  special  training  and  experience. 

Unless  some  other  safeguards  which  will  not  interfere  with 
the  usefulness  of  the  library  can  be  devised  the  librarian  is  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  is  better  to  stand  the  loss  of  1-lOth  of  one  per  cent, 
of  the  books  a  year,  and,  by  the  way,  they  are  almost  invariably 
cheap  novels,  than  to  abridge  the  privileges  of  the  public.  To 
lose  a  whole  library  once  in  something  over  1000  years  would 
doubtless  be  bad,  but  worse  things  could  happen. 

During  the  year  642  new  borrowers  have  registered,  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  88  have  been  canceled,  leaving  the  number  of  regular 
card  holders  now  5160  against  4606  a  year  ago.  There  are  in 
addition  145  school  cards  held  by  29  teachers,  and  76  pupils’  cards, 
making  a  total  of  5381  accounts. 

The  library  has  been  opened  for  the  withdrawal  of  books  282 
days  and  the  average  daily  circulation  has  been  a  fraction  less 
than  138  against  137,  128  and  115  for  the  three  previous  years. 
The  largest  withdrawal  was  384  on  Feb.  23.  There  have  been 
sent  to  the  bindery  for  binding,  rebinding  or  repairs  603  volumes. 
Where  it  has  been  possible  so  to  do  books  have  been  repaired  at 
the  library  and  the  usefulness  of  several  hundred  such  have  been 
preserved. 

Scientific  classification  and  a  permanent  catalogue  is  still  the 
great  need  of  the  library.  To  do  this  work  thoroughly  it  is  usual 
to  reckon  the  expense  on  a  basis  of  15  cents  a  volume.  This 
would  amount  to  $4500  for  the  library  at  present,  and  it  is  easy  to 
reckon  how  the  figures  will  grow  from  year  to  year.  Classification 
— the  bringing  of  works  on  a  given  subject  into  juxtaposition,  the 
gathering  of  allied  subjects  in  groups — is  first  needed.  Then 
should  come  a  card  catalogue  showing  exactly  the  resources  of  the 
library  on  the  very  day  it  is  consulted.  Finding  lists,  a  sort  of  a 
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catalogue  abstract,  should  be  printed  from  time  to  time  for  use 
away  from  the  library. 

In  one  other  respect  could  the  usefulness  of  the  library  be 
greatly  extended,  and  that  is  by  the  creation  of  a  separate  refer¬ 
ence  department.  There  should  be  set  apart  a  room  in  which 
should  be  placed  the  various  cyclopedias,  dictionaries  and  pure 
works  of  reference  not  adapted  to  outside  circulation.  These 
should  be  free  to  the  public  without  the  necessity  of  first  calling 
on  an  attendant  to  deliver  them.  I  cannot  urge  this  too  strong¬ 
ly.  In  all  progressive  public  libraries  it  is  regarded  of  the  first 
importance  and  in  this  particular  we  should  not  be  behind.  The 
question  of  location  and  extra  attendance  naturally  arises,  but  that 
could  be  easily  met.  The  proper  place  for  this  library  is  the  read¬ 
ing  room.  There  is  room  on  the  walls  for  building  shelves  which 
would  accommodate  hundreds  of  volumes,  certainly  all  that  is 
necessary  for  a  start.  It  would  relieve  the  library  proper  from 
much  pressure  which  ought  not  to  exist,  and  would  many  times 
expand  the  value  of  the  reading  room.  Some  little  rearrangement 
of  the  room  might  be  necessary,  but  only  a  little,  and  no  extra  at¬ 
tendant  would  be  demanded. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  D.  Parsons,  Librarian. 


Newburyport,  Nov.  30,  1895. 
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APPENDIX  A. — RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

City  appropriation .  $1850  00 

From  town  of  Newbury,  use  of  library, 

1895 .  $150  00 

From  dog  lcenses .  786  83 

-  936  86 

Total  appropriation  and  income .  $2,786  83 

Amount  overdrawn .  23  52 


$2,810  35 

EXPENDITURES 

Authorized  by  the  City  Council. 

Salaries .  $2,353  08 

Binding  and  rebinding  books .  205  72 

Insurance  premium . 75  00 

Supplies .  57  15 

Stock  and  labor .  52  45 

Printing  and  advertising .  48  75 

Examining  library .  15  00 

Express .  3  20 

- $2,810  35 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Receipts  from  fines  and  book  lost .  $37  65 

Balance  from  last  year .  40  93 

- -  $79  58 

EXPENDITURES 

Supplies  and  miscellaneous .  $21  65 

P.  O.  boxes,  stamps,  etc .  18  64 

Express,  freight,  truckage .  6  75 —  47  04 


$32  54 
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APPENDIX  B.— BUILDING  FUND. 


The  building  fund  of  $5000  left  over  after  the  present  library 
building  was  purchased  and  equipped  through  private  donations 
has  never  been  impaired,  and  although  hundreds  of  dollars  have 
been  spent  fur  necessary  repairs  during  the  past  28  years  it  now 
amounts,  with  accretions  of  interest,  to  over  $6000.  During  the 
past  year  several  minor  bills  for  repairs  have  been  paid,  receipts 
for  which  are  on  file  as  vouchers,  and  a  balance  of  $30.30  is  on 
deposit.  Lawrence  B.  Cushing  has  been  selected  by  the  surviving 
members  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Hon.  E.  F. 
Stone. 


E.  S.  Moseley,  Treasurer. 


Newburyport,  Nov.  30,  1895. 
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APPENDIX  C.— PEABODY  FUND. 

As  was  requested  by  the  late  George  Peabody  that  the  trus- 
tees  of  the  Peabody  fund  should  annually  report  its  condition  and 
doings  as  trustees,  the  board  herewith  reports  :  That  the  original 
sum  of  $15,000  continues  as  originally  invested  on  deposit  in  the 
Institution  for  Savings. 

The  income  during  the  past  year  has  been  $600  as  usual  with 
the  balance  on  hand  made  $1063.68.  There  have  been  purchased 
during  the  year  345  volumes  at  an  expense  of  $573.32,  leaving  a 
balance  in  hand  of  $490.36. 

The  346  books  added  to  the  7608  put  into  the  library  since 
the  fund  became  available  in  1867  makes  a  total  of  7954  volumes 
which  can  be  credited  to  the  Peabody  fund. 

Since  our  last  report  the  board  has  been  called  on  to  mourn 
the  death  of  one  of  its  esteemed  and  honored  associates  in  the  per¬ 
son  of  Hon.  E.  F.  Stone.  The  vacancy  occasioned  by  his  demise 
has  been  filled  by  the  choice  of  Lawrence  B.  Cushing  as  his  suc¬ 
cessor. 

This  account  has  been  audited  and  a  certificate  of  correctness 
appended  to  the  book. 

E.  S.  Moseley,  Treasurer. 
Benj.  Hale, 

W.  H.  Swasey, 

John  J.  Currier, 

L.  B.  Cushing. 


Newburyport,  Nov.  30,  1895. 
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APPENDIX  D.— THE  TODD  FUND. 

The  donation  of  $10,000  by  Hon.  William  C  Todd,  for  the 
support  of  a  free  reading  room,  is  invested  in  a  city  note  yielding 
$400  annually.  There  are  at  present  on  file  at  the  reading  room 
22  daily  newspapers,  50  semi-weekly,  weekly  and  monthly  newspa¬ 
pers  and  periodicals,  35  domestic  magazines  and  quarterlies,  and 
16  foreign  ditto.  Of  these  123  publications  19  are  donations  and 
104  have  been  subscribed  for  at  an  expense  of  $378  for  the  year. 

OTHER  FUNDS 

The  other  funds  are  the  Sawyer,  Frothingham,  Bradbury, 
Williams  and  Green,  the  incomes  of  which  are  respectively  $225, 
$40,  $40,  $40  and  $80.  There  have  been  purchased  and  credited 
to  the  funds  199  books  at  an  expense  of  $202.59. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


r7 

APPENDIX  E  —  STATEMENT  OF  LIBRARY  INCREASE, 

WITH  CLASSIFICATION. 


Number  of  volumes  last  reported .  30,194 

Added  by  purchase  in  1895  : 

Peabody  fund .  346 

Sawyer  fund .  96 

Todd  fund .  79 

Frothingham  fund .  47 

Williams  fund .  27 

Bradbury  fund .  23 

Green  fund .  5 


623 

Less  volumes  replaced .  11 


612 

Added  by  donations .  83 


Total  number  of  new  volumes .  695 


30,889 

33 

37 


70 


Less  number  replaced .  11 

To  be  deducted .  59 

Total  Nov.  30,  1895 .  3C,889 


The  new  volumes  may  be  classified  as  follows  :  General 
works,  17 ;  philosophy,  24;  theology,  25;  sociology  (including 
government  publication),  107  ;  philology,  one  ;  natural  science,  19  ; 
useful  arts,  17;  fine  arts  (including  recreations),  15;  general 
literature  (poetry,  drama,  oratory,  letters,  satire,  humor),  100  ; 
adult  fiction,  184;  juvenile  literature,  19;  travel,  descriptive, 
adventures,  47  ;  biography,  90  ;  history,  45. 


Withdrawn  (worn  out) 
Lost  or  missing . 
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APPENDIX  F.— CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS  CLASSIFIED 

BY  SUBJECTS. 

During  the  year  ending  Nov.  30,  1895,  38,830  books  were 
withdrawn  for  home  reading,  by  months  as  follows  :  December, 
(1894),  3727  ;  January,  4329;  Februrary,  3975;  March,  4264; 
April,  3644;  May,  2870;  June,  2806;  July,  2952;  August,  219  ; 
September,  2677 ;  October,  3347 ;  November,  3920.  The&e  vol¬ 
umes  are  classed  and  compared  with  previous  years  as  follows  : 


1895 

1894 

1893 

1892 

1891 

1890 

Adult  fiction . 

.20,909 

20,439 

19,524 

18,768 

18.921 

17,349 

Juvenile  literature . 

.  7,669 

8,308 

8,014 

6,692 

6,547 

4,634 

Miscellaneous  literature 

•  2,345 

2,202 

2,203 

2,032 

2,087 

2,094 

Travels,  descriptive,  etc 

.  1,886 

2,164 

1,970 

1,682 

2,071 

2,508 

History . 

•  1,789 

1,666 

i,333 

i,34o 

1,506 

1,808 

Biography . 

.  1,607 

1,168 

1,078 

IT34 

1,421 

i,3U 

Science  and  arts . 

.  1,260 

1,416 

1,040 

1,088 

876 

934 

Philosophy  &  sociology. 

•  521 

467 

325 

320 

271 

343 

Theology . 

•  424 

401 

265 

376 

43i 

339 

Magazines . . 

420 

334 

461 

482 

5i5 

402 

38,830 

38,565 

36,213 

33,9T4 

34,646 

31,727 

The  percentage  of  classes  to  circulation  has  been  as  follows  : 
Adult  fiction,  53.54;  juvenile  literature,  19.75;  miscellaneous  lit¬ 
erature,  6.15;  travels  and  descriptive,  4.83  ;  history,  4.62  ;  biog¬ 
raphy,  4.14;  natural  science,  useful  and  fine  arts,  3.25;  philoso¬ 
phy  and  sociology,  1.55  ;  theology,  1.09  ;  magazines,  1.08. 
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APPENDIX  G.— DONATIONS  TO  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Note.  —  Acknowledgement  of  pamphlets  include  those 
received  to  April  20,  1896. 

Books  Pamph 

Adams,  I.  Smith,  Milltown,  Me . 0  1 

American  Congregational  Association,  Boston.... 0  1 

American  Humane  Association,  Chicago . 0  1 

American  Humanitarian  League,  Providence . 0  1 

American  republics,  Bureau  of . 3  13 

Appleton,  W.  S . 1  0 

Balch,  E.  L.,  Philadelphia . 1  0 

Bartlett,  Edmund . 0  1 

Boston,  city  of . . 1  0 

Brooklyn  Ethical  Association . 0  1 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association . 1  0 

Cambridge  Civil  Service  Reform  Association . 0  1 

Chicago  civic  federation . 0  1 

Colleges  ; 

Amherst . 0  1 

Blount,  Tenn . 0  1 

Dartmouth . 0  1 

Harvard  University . 1  1 

Institute  Technology . 0  1 

University,  Penn . 0  1 

Yale  University . 0  1 

Colonial  wars,  society  of . 0  1 

J.  J.  Currier . 0  5 

Cutter,  A.  E.,  Boston . 0  1 

Emery,  S.  A . 1  0 

Gilman,  Miss  E.  S.,  Norwich . 0  2 

G.  A.  R.,  Dept.  Mass . 1  0 

Herald  Publishing  Co . . 1  0 

Institute  deaf  and  dumb,  N.  Y . 0  1 

Indian  rights  association,  Philadelphia . 0  6 
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Books  Pamph 

Lanier,  Mrs.  C . 1  0 

Lytle,  J.  J.,  Philadelphia . 0  1 

Massachusetts,  Com.  of . LO  1 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society . 1  0 

Massachusetts  Society  Promoting  Agriculture . 1  0 

Moseley,  E.  S . 1  2 

National  civil  service  reform  league . 0  1 

New  Jersey,  State  of . 2  0 

News  Publishing  Co . 1  0 

Newburyport,  city  of . 1  0 

Noyes,  A.  A . I  0 

Osgood,  A . 1  0 

Perkins  institute  for  blind . 0  1 

Pierce  Steam  Heating  Co.  Buffalo . L  0 

Prince  Society,  Boston . 0  1 

Baum,  G.  E.,  N,  Y . 1  0 

Remick,  J.  A.,  Boston . 1  0 

Stone,  G.  F.,  Chicago . L  0 

Toppan,  Robert  Noxon . 0  1 

Unknown . 5  1 

Watkins,  W.  N.,  Boston . 0  1 

Webster,  P.,  Lowell . 1  0 

U  S.  Government  : 

Civil  service  com . 2  0 

Department  agriculture •••  * . 1  43 

♦Weather  bureau . 0  11 

Department  interior . 5  27 

Commission  of  education . 2  0 

Census  bureau . 6  0 

Geological  survey . 3  6 

Department  of  labor . 3  2 

Department  of  state . 0  12 

Department  of  the  treasury . 2  4 

Coast  and  geodetic  survey . 2  0 

Life  saving  service . 2  0 


(Inadvertently  omitted  from  the  foregoing  list.) 

Library  Reports ,  Bulletins ,  etc. 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  free .  1 

Boston,  General  theological .  1 

Public .  2 

Brookline,  44  4 

Brooklyn,  Mercantile .  1 

Brunswick,  Bowdoin  college .  1 

Buffalo,  Public .  1 

Chicago,  44  1 

Danvers,  Peabody  institute .  1 

Georgetown,  Peabody .  1 

Helena,  Public .  8 

Jersey  City,  Free  public . 12 

Lawrence,  Public . . .  4 

New  York,  Lenox .  1 

Mercantile .  1 

Newark,  Free  public .  1 

Newton,  44  2 

Northampton,  Forbes .  1 

Peabody,  Peabody  institute .  1 

Portland,  Me.,  Public . 1 

Portland,  Or.,  44  8 

Providence,  Public .  1 

Atheneum .  6 

St.  Louis,  Mercantile .  2 

San  Francisco,  Mercantile .  1 

Salem,  Public .  1 

Springfield,  City .  1 

Syracuse,  Central .  1 

Taunton,  Public .  1 

Waterbury,  Silas  Bronson .  2 

Worcester,  Free  public .  1 


.  H  : 
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*  Books  Pamph 


Department  of  war . 10  2 

Fish  commission . 3  0 

Interstate  commerce  commission . 1  0 

Smithsonian  institution . 1  12 


*Also,  weather  maps. 
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Publications  in  Newburyport  Free  Reading  Room 


DAILIES 


Newburyport  Herald  (morning) 
“  News  (evening) 

Boston  Advertiser  (morning) 

“  Herald  “ 

“  Post 

“  Globe  (evening) 

“  Journal  “ 

Transcript  “ 

“  Traveler  “ 

Haverhill  Gazette  “ 

Lynn  Item  “ 

Portland  Advertiser  “ 


Providence  Journal  (morning) 
Salem  Gazette  “ 

New  York  Herald  “ 

“  Star 

“  Sun 

“  Times  “ 

“  Tribune  “ 

‘  ‘  Mail  &  Express  ( eve’g) 

“  Post  (evening) 

Congressional  Record, Washingt’n 
“  World 


SEMI-WEEKLY,  WEEKLY  AND  MONTHLY 


Alta  California,  San  Francisco 
Argonaut,  “ 

Bradstreet’s,  New  York 
Christian  Register,  Boston 
Christian  Union,  New  York 
Chronicle,  San  Francisco 
Commercial  Bulletin,  Boston 
Constitution,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Courier-Journal,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Dial,  Chicago 
Dispatch,  Richmond,  Va. 
Electrical  World,  New  York 
Enquirer,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Financial  and  Commercial  Chron¬ 
icle,  New  York 

Forest  and  Stream,  New  York 

Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  News¬ 
paper,  New  York 

Gazette,  Montreal,  Canada 
Graphic,  London 
Harper’s  Bazar,  New  York 
“  Weekly 

“  Young  People,  NewYork 
Herald,  Rutland,  Vt. 
Independent,  New  York 


Item  (weekly)  Newburyport 
Tournal  of  Education,  Boston 
Journal,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Machinist,  New  York 

Mirror  and  Farmer,  Manchester, 
N.  H. 

Nation,  New  York 
Nature,  London 
News,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Observer,  New  York 
Pioneer-Press,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Punch,  London 
Republican,  Springfield 

Rocky  Mountain  Weekly,  Denver, 
Colo. 

Scientific  American,  New  York 
“  “  (builder’s  ed.) 

“  “  Supplement 

Star,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Times,  Philadelphia 

Times,  London 

Tribune,  Chicago 

Weekly  News,  Galveston,  Texas 

Official  Gazette,  U.  S.  patent  office 
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MAGAZINES  AND  QUARTERLIES 

DOMESTIC 


Arena,  Boston 
Atlantic  Monthly,  Boston 
Bibliotheca  Sacra,  Oberlin,  O. 
Century,  New  York 
Cosmopolitan,  New  York 
Current  Literature  “ 

Donahoe’s  Magazine,  Boston 

Frank  Leslie’s  Popular  Monthly, 
New  York 

Forum,  New  York 
Godey’s  Ladies’  Book,  Phila. 
Harper’s  Magazine,  New  York 
Household,  Boston 
Home  Missionary,  Boston 
Ladies’  Home  Journal,  Phila. 
Life,  New  York 

E01 

Art  Journal,  London 
Blackwood’s,  Edinburg 
Cassell’s  Magazine,  London 
Contemporary  Review  “ 

Cornhill  Magazine  “ 
Edinburg  Review,  Edinburg 
English  Ill.  Magazine,  London 
Fortnightly  Review  “ 


Lippincott’s  Magazine,  Phila. 
Littell’s  Living  Age,  Boston 
McClure’s  Magazine,  New  York 
Muusey’s  Magazine  “ 

Naturalist,  Philadelphia 
N.  E.  Homestead,  Springfield 
New  England  Magazine,  Boston 
New  World,  Boston 
North  American,  New  York 
Peterson’s  Magazine,  Phila. 
Political  Science  Quarterly,  N.  Y. 
Popular  Science  Monthly,  “ 
Popular  Science  News 
Review  of  Reviews,  New  York 
St.  Nicholas  “ 


Good  Words,  London 
London  Quarterly  Review 
Macmillan’s  Magazine,  London 
Nineteenth  Century  “ 

Strand,  London 
Temple  Bar  “ 

Westminster  Review,  London 
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Donations  to  the  Reading  Room 


Boston  Sunday  Globe . . 

Boston  Sunday  Herald . 

Christian  Register ........... 

Christian  Science  Journal 

Churchman . 

Cougregationalist . 

Congressional  Directory . 

Congressional  Record . 

Cook’s  Excursionist . 

Free  Russia . 

Good  Government . 

Home  Missionary . 

Manifesto . 

Newburyport  Daily  News 

Newburyport  Item . 

New  York  Observer . 

Official  Gazette . 

Outlook . 

Science . 

Signal  Service  Weather  Maps 

St.  Andrew’s  Cross . 

Tablet . 

Unitarian . 

Woman’s  Journal . 


. Librarian 

<  < 

•  American  Unitarian  Association 

. George  Morrill 

. St.  Paul’s  parish 

. Rev.  J.  W.  Dodge 

. E.  S.  Moseley 

. Hon.  W.  H.  Moody 

. Publishers 

<< 


<  < 


E.  S.  Moseley 
. . . .  Publishers 


. .Hon.  John  N.  Pike 

. Patent  office 

. W.  W.  Goodwin 

. Publishers 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

•  •  -  . St.  Paul’s  parish 

. Publishers 

.  Mrs.  Swasey 

. C.  K.  Whipple 


fj 
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1897. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


In  Board  of  Directors,  1 
December  14,  1896.  J 

Voted,  that  the  report  submitted  by  the  book  committee,  with  that 
of  the  librarian  and  those  of  the  building  and  Peabody  fund  trustees,  be 
adopted  as  the  annual  report  of  the  directors  for  1896,  and  as  such  be  for¬ 
warded  to  the  city  council,  in  accordance  with  the  ordinance  regulating 
the  same,  the  librarian  being  authorized  and  instructed  to  append  the 
names  of  the  members  of  the  board. 

Attest. 


JOHN  D.  PARSONS,  Sec’y. 


Trustees  of  the  Library — 1897. 


ANDREW  R.  CURTIS,  Mayor. 

ALDERMEN  I 

HENRY  J.  NOYES,  BENJ.  C.  IRELAND,  JERE  HEALEY, 
JAMES  D.  LEWIS,  A.  A.  CRABTREE,  WILLIAM  C.  COFFIN. 


>  Directors  of  the  Public  Library, 


ANDREW  R.  CURTIS,  mayor . Ex-officio 

JAMES  F.  CARENS,  president  of  common  council . 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  trustee  of  building  fund . 


ELISHA  P.  DODGE,  “  “  “  . 

LAWRENCE  B.  CUSHING,  “  “  “  . 

CHARLES  C.  DAME,  term  of  office  expires  ...  . . 1897 

JOHN  E.  BAILEY,  “  “  1898 

MOSES  BROWN,  “  “  1899 

RUDOLPH  JACOBY,  “  “  1900 

WILLIAM  R.  JOHNSON,  “  “  1901 

NATHAN  N.  WITHINGTON,  “  “  1902 

ALBERT  C.  TITCOMB,  “  “  1903 


Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Fund. 


EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  JOHN  J.  CURRIER, 

WILLIAM  H.  9WASEY,  BENJAMIN  HALE, 

LAWRENCE  B.  CUSHING. 


Librarian . .....JOHN  D.  PARSONS 

Assistant  Librarian . EFFIE  A.  TENNEY 

Extra  Assistant . E.  S.  THURSTON 

Superintendent  of  Reading  Room . . . MARTHA  P.  LUNT 

Janitor . DEXTER  W.  NUTTING 


ORGANIZATION 


OF  THE 

Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library 

FOR  1897. 

PRESIDENT, 

ANDREW  R.  CURTIS. 

SECRETARY, 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS. 

COMMITTEE  ON  BOOKS, 

W.  R.  JOHNSON,  N.  N.  WITHINGTON,  A.  C.  TITCOMB 

.  COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARIAN, 

ELISHA  P.  DODGE,  MOSES  BROWN,  W.  R.  JOHNSON 

COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS. 

EDW.  S.  MOSELEY,  E.  P.  DODGE,  L.  B.  CUSHING 

COMMITTEE  ON  READING  ROOM, 

EDW.  S.  MOSELEY,  JOHN  E.  BAILEY,  R.  JACOBY 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE  AND  ACCOUNTS, 

ANDREW  R.  CURTIS,  JAMES  F,  CARENS,  CHAS.  C.  DAME 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  arid  City  Council : 

The  directors  of  the  public  library  submit  their 
forty-first  annual  report,  and  for  the  details  would 
refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  librarian  and  the  state¬ 
ments  of  the  officials  having  charge  of  the  several 
funds. 

The  library  has  been  of  increasing  usefulness  to 
the  people  of  the  city,  and  this  has  been  appreciated 
by  the  public  and  by  the  city  government  which  this 
year  made  an  appropriation,  which  will  greatly  in¬ 
crease  its  value  as  a  library  and  storehouse  of 
knowledge.  Heretofore  it  has  been  a  mass  of  books, 
large,  and  pretty  well  selected  considering  the  num¬ 
ber  and  wealth  of  the  community  using  it,  and  from 
which  the  reader  might  procure  good  books  if  he 
happened  to  know  that  they  were  there  or  could  find 
them  after  searching  the  annual  additions  of  many 
years.  But  such  a  mass  of  books  is  not  a  proper 
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library  from  which  one  can  readily  find  all  the 
sources  of  knowledge  it  contains  upon  any  subject  of 
investigation.  Such  a  library  ours  will  be  when  the 
work  so  happily  begun  shall  have  been  completed,  if 
the  city  shall  make  the  appropriation  suggested  in 
the  libi~arian’s  report.  This  work  of  classification 
with  the  card  catalogue  will  add  more  to  the  real 
value  of  the  library  than  would  the  expenditure  of 
several  times  the  cost  in  books. 

We  would  call  attention  also  to  another  suggestion 
of  the  librarian,  which  is  the  rendering  accessible  to 
the  public  the  books  of  reference.  This  subject  was 
considered  by  the  book  committee  in  the  early  part 
of  the  present  year.  The  committee  decided  upon 
what  seemed  to  them  the  best  plan,  one  convenient 
to  those  who  should  desire  to  consult  the  books  of 
reference  in  the  library,  and  with  the  least  danger  of 
damage  or  depredation  as  regards  the  books.  But 
this  plan  involved  the  expenditure  of  about  thirty-five 
dollars  and  the  committee  had  no  funds  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  under  their  control.  In  return  for  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  this  small  sum  a  very  material  gain  to  the 
users  of  the  public  library  could  be  secured.  It  can 
easily  be  seen  how  much  more  convenient  such  an 
arrangement  would  be  in  the  use  made  of  the  few 
books  of  reference  upon  the  desks  in  that  part  of  the 
Simpson  Annex  which  is  open  to  the  public. 
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We  have  a  large  and  well  selected  library  for  its 
purpose.  Compared  with  libraries  of  cities  of  its 
population  and  wealth,  or  even  with  many  much 
larger  and  richer,  the  Newburyport  Public  Library  is 
a  noble  institution,  and  it  should  be  our  endeavor  to 
extend  its  usefulness  to  the  greatest  possible  de¬ 
gree.  We  have  done  much  in  this  direction  the  past 
year.  Let  us  endeavor  to  do  as  much  in  the  coming 
year  by  completing  the  arrangement  of  the  books 
and  the  card  catalogue,  and  by  giving  free  access  to 
the  reference  books  so  that  all  who  wish  to  consult 


them  shall  find  no  hinderance. 


Andrew  R.  Curtis, 
James  F.  Carens, 
Edward  S.  Moseley, 
Elisha  P.  Dodge, 
Lawrence  B.  Cushing, 
Enoch  C.  Adams, 
Charles  C.  Dame, 

John  E.  Bailey, 

Moses  Brown, 

Rudolph  Jacoby, 
William  R.  Johnson, 
Nathan  N.  Withington, 


Directors. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Book  Committee : 

Gentlemen: — This  is  the  41st  annual  report  of 
the  librarian,  showing  the  state  of  the  public  library 
on  November  30,  1896,  the  close  of  the  library  year. 

A  year  ago  the  number  of  books  on  the  shelves 
was  30,889.  Since  that  date  there  have  been  added 
883  volumes,  and  57  have  been  canceled,  39  of  which 
were  not  deemed  worthy  of  replacing.  There  have 
been  lost  or  are  missing  15  volumes.  In  most  of 
these  cases  demand  by  mail  addressed  to  the  parties 
charged  with  these  books  are  returned  endorsed 
“Can’t  be  found.”  Nor  is  the  police  department  any 
more  sucessful  in  tracing  them,  the  inference  being 
that  they  have  removed  from  town.  In  some  in¬ 
stances,  as  not  infrequently  happens,  books  may  have 
been  misplaced  on  the  shelves  and  will  later  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  in  the  work  of  reclassifying.  The  total 
number  Nov.  30  is  thus,  31,731. 
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The  number  of  books  withdrawn  during  the  n 
months  that  the  library  was  open  for  that  purpose 
was  38,561.  This  is  a  slight  falling  off  from  the 
previous  year,  269  copies,  but  is  2,812  in  excess  of 
the  average  of  the  six  years  from  1890  to  1895  in¬ 
clusive. 

The  largest  per  centage  of  books  drawn  from  the 
library  is  that  of  fiction  and  juvenile  literature, 
amounting  to  74.22  of  the  whole,  or  a  trifle  less  than 
three-quarters.  This,  however,  it  may  be  stated,  is 
somewhat  below  the  average  of  libraries  of  the  class 
to  which  this  one  belongs.  To  test  the  matter  I 
selected  the  reports  of  three  Essex  county  libraries  at 
random,  and  found  that  their  average  circulation  of 
this  class  of  literature  was  79.  As  a  further  test  I 
then  took  three  other  reports  from  institutions  widely 
separated,  and  obtained  the  same  result,  79.  It  has 
come  to  be  accepted  as  a  fact  that  about  three-quar¬ 
ters  of  the  calls  for  books  in  popular  libraries  will  be 
of  this  order. 

There  is  an  element  of  fallacy,  however,  in  reach¬ 
ing  this  gauge  of  public  demand,  which  it  is  well  not 
to  overlook.  This  lies  in  the  fact  that  fiction  is  read 
more  rapidly  and  turned  over  more  frequently  than 
other  literature.  To  illustrate:  it  is  not  extravagant 
to  estimate  that  a  novel  reader  might  devour  two 
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books  a  week.  This  means  that  in  50  weeks  such  a 
book  a  popular  story  might  be  taken  out  100  times. 
The  reader  of  another  class  might  require  his 
volume  for  two  weeks.  In  that  case  the  book  could 
circulate  but  25  times  in  50  weeks.  Multiply  by 
100  and  in  the  one  case  the  100  novels  would  return 
a  circulation  of  10,000,  or  80  per  cent  of  the  whole, 
the  others  of  2,500,  or  20  per  cent,  yet  in  both  in¬ 
stances  the  number  of  persons  using  each  class  has 
been  the  same. 

During  the  year  540  new  borrowers  have  qualified, 
the  names  of  107  have  been  erased,  leaving  the 
present  number  of  card  holders  5700,  an  increase  from 
5160  of  last  year  and  4606  of  two  years  ago.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  above  30  teachers  in  the  public  schools 
hold  150  special  cards,  and  66  High  school  pupils 
each  a  pupil’s  card,  making  a  total  of  5916  accounts. 

The  library  has  been  open  for  the  withdrawal  of 
books  287  days,  and  the  average  circulation  has  been 
a  fraction  above  134,  the  average  for  the  five  previous 
years  having  been  126. 

After  an  agitation  and  discussion  of  ways  and 
means  covering  several  years,  the  systematic  classi¬ 
fication  of  the  books  in  the  library  and  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  a  permanent  catalogue  is  at  length  well  under 
way.  The  difficulty  was  solved  by  the  city  council 
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of  the  present  year  making  a  special  appropriation  of 
$1000  for  carrying  on  the  work. 

Early  in  the  season  the  book  committee  and  libra¬ 
rian  appeared  before  the  city  council  committee  on 
finance,  presented  their  case,  and  asked  for  an  appro¬ 
priation  of  $1500.  This  sum  was  based  on  figures 
presented  for  a  special  cataloguer’s  salary,  for  print¬ 
ing  a  fiction  finding-list  and  on  the  cost  of  the  cards 
and  furnishings  which  would  be  required,  all  for  one 
year. 

The  committee  decided  to  recommend  that  $1000 
be  appropriated.  By  a  combination  of  circumstances 
that  amount  proved  ample.  A  cataloguer  in  every 
way  competent  was  secured  at  a  less  salary  than  was 
at  first  anticipated  would  be  necessary,  and  the  year 
had  nearly  one  half  passed  before  the  work  could  be 
started.  Consequently  the  expenditures  for  this 
work  have  so  far  amounted  to  but  $630.35, 
leaving  unexpended  at  the  close  of  the  year  about 
$350.  To  carry  the  work  through  next  year  will  re¬ 
quire  $1050,  or  $700  over  and  above  what  the  city 
signified  its  willingness  to  appropriate  for  one  year. 
This  will  provide  one  full  year’s  salary  for  the  cata¬ 
loguer,  for  a  second  cabinet  for  the  card  catalogue, 
the  last  which  will  be  needed,  for  printing  the  fiction 
catalogue,  and  leave  a  small  margin  for  minor  con¬ 
tingencies. 
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As  already  stated  the  work  of  classifying  and  cata¬ 
loguing  began  on  May  i,  1896.  By  Sept.  1,  all  the 
works  of  fiction  in  the  library,  as  well  as  books  deal¬ 
ing  especially  with  New  England  history  and  gene¬ 
alogy,  had  been  collected,  classified,  labelled  and  ar¬ 
ranged  in  position,  and  the  cards  written  and  ready 
for  the  public. 

In  the  fiction  class,  there  are  2,638  works  in  3,429 
volumes,  and  in  New  England  history  654  works  in 
1,042  volumes.  This  represents  over  14  per  cent  of 
the  entire  library,  accomplished  in  less  than  four 
months,  while  other  work  was  done  meanwhile  which 
will  not  have  to  be  taken  up  again. 

To  immediately  bring  these  subjects  into  use  neces¬ 
sitated  handling  every  book  in  the  library  in  order  to 
separate  them  from  the  lot.  If  another  subject  was 
taken  up  in  that  way,  natural  science  for  instance,  all 
the  books  in  the  library  not  already  classified  wotild 
have  to  be  gone  over  again,  and  so  on  as  each  class 
was  arranged,  until  all  were  eliminated.  Having 
provided  for  those  classes  most  frequently  called  for 
it  was  deemed  best  to  proceed  on  different  lines,  and 
since  September  the  work  has  been  going  on  in  a 
manner  which,  while  it  does  not  seem  to  give  such 
rapid  results  is  really  more  expeditious.  The  vol¬ 
umes  are  now  being  first  classified,  the  assigned  num- 
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ber  being  written  on  the  book-plate  and  shelf  list 
slips  written  and  arranged  alphabetically.  So  far 
7,033  volumes,  in  addition  to  those  enumerated  above, 
have  been  classified.  Three  months  is  the  estimated 
time  required  for  completing  this  branch  of  the  work, 
with  the  exceptions  to  be  noted. 

To  catalogue  these  books,  write  the  various 
cards  and  arrange  them  as  well  as  to  arrange  the 
books  as  fast  as  the  classes  are  completed  will  take, 
it  is  estimated  14  months  additional  time. 

The  exceptions  noted  above  relate  to  government 
publications.  The  publications  of  the  government  are 
so  multifarious  that  not  many  years  will  have  elap¬ 
sed  before  a  collection  of  these  alone  will  constitute 
a  mammoth  library.  They  are  in  the  main  bulky 
and  demand  much  shelf  space,  and  as  the  most  of 
them  in  a  library  of  this  sort  are  seldom  or  never 
consulted,  they  become  so  much  useless  lumber  in 
the  course  of  time. 

Of  course  some  of  these  books  are  of  practical 
service  and  are  extremely  valuable.  Such,  it  would  be 
well  to  separate  from  the  rest,  and  give  their  proper 
classification.  What  disposition  to  make  of  the 
others,  in  short  where  to  draw  the  line  might  be 
made  a  subject  of  special  consideration.  As  in  each 
county  the  government  selects  one  library  as  a  spe- 
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cial  depository  where  all  its  publications  are  put,  it 
never  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  the  use  of  any  par¬ 
ticular  volume  that  might  be  called  for. 

The  figures  of  circulation  as  given  in  another  part 
of  this  report  only  partially  tell  of  the  service  the 
library  is  affording  the  public.  Of  the  number  of 
books  consulted  in  the  building  it  is  not  possible  to 
give  the  figures.  The  department  of  New  England 
history  and  genealogy  especially  is  in  constant  use. 
Of  course  dictionaries  and  cyclopedias  are  in  great 
demand,  to  say  nothing  of  miscellaneous  volumes  of 
all  kinds.  The  work  of  the  library  would  be  broad¬ 
ened  if  some  method  could  obtain  whereby  the  pub¬ 
lic  might  have  free  access  to  these  classes  of  books, 
and  in  that  connection  I  renew  my  recommendation 
of  a  year  ago. 

John  D.  Parsons, 

Librarian. 
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APPENDIX  A.— RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

City  appropriation . $1,900  00 

From  town  of  Newbury,  use  of  library 

1896 .  $15°  00 

From  dog  licenses .  818  00 

-  96S  00 

Total  appropriation  and  income .  $2,868  00 

Amount  undrawn . . .  6  52 

$2,861  48 

EXPENDITURES. 

Authorized  by  the  City  Council. 

Salaries,  (including  janitor) . .$2,354  20 

Binding  and  rebinding  books . 312  18 

Printing  and  advertising .  120  00 

Supplies .  44  05 

Labor  . . 25  50 

Expressing .  5  55 

- $2,g6i  4-8 

SPECIAL  APPROPRIATION. 

Appropriation  for  new  catalogue . $1,000  00 

Undrawn  and  transferred  to  incidentals.  351  02 

-  648  98 

EXPENDED. 

W.  A.  Herron,  services  as  cataloguer  . .  423  75 

Card  case,  fittings,  cards,  etc .  225  23 

-  $648  98 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Receipts  from  fines,  etc . . .  $36  03 

Balance  from  1895 . 32  54 

-  68  57 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Express,  freight,  truckage .  n  98 

Rent  P.  O.  boxes,  stamps,  etc .  15  20 

Miscellaneous  items,  expenses,  supplies  19  65 

- 46  83 

Balance . $21  74 
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APPENDIX  B.— PEABODY  FUND. 

* 

Nearly  thirty  years  ago,  Mr.  George  Peabody  wishing,  as  he 
expressed  himself,  to  mark  his  memory  of  the  kindness  shown 
to  him  in  early  youth  while  in  Newburyport,  and  of  the  pleasant 
relations  which  have  ever  since  existed  with  some  of  its  citizens 
and  himself,  after  inquiry  as  to  what  would  be  most  beneficial 
decided  to  give  $15,000  to  increase  the  scope  and  usefulness  of 
the  Public  Library. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  money  and  being  appointed 
the  treasurer  of  the  fund  and  have  ever  since  acted  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity  and  as  one  of  the  trustees,  and  it  is  sad  to  accord  that  all 
who  acted  with  me  in  that  capacity  have  exchanged  worlds, — 
Caleb  Cushing,  Henry  C.  Perkins,  Eben  F.  Stone  and  Joshua 
Hale. 

The  only  absolute  condition  attached  to  the  generous  gift  of 
Mr.  Peabody  was,  that  an  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
fund  and  the  amount  of  income  derived  therefrom  should  be 
prepared  and  published.  In  accordance,  therefore,  with  Mr. 
Peabody’s  request,  I  hereby  give  notice,  that  the  original  sum  of 
$15,000  was  forthwith  deposited  in  the  Institution  for  Savings, 
where  it  has  ever  since  remained,  the  principal  to  be  withdrawn 
only  upon  the  signature  of  a  majority  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  fund.  The  income  the  past  year  has  been  six  hundred 
dollars;  196  volumes  have  been  added  during  the  year,  and  in 
all  7,954  previously. 

Edw.  S.  Moseley,  Treasurer. 


The  condition  of  the  fund,  both  the  receipts  and  expenditures, 
on  account,  has  been  duly  audited  and  certified  to  as  correct  of 
the  fund. 

E.  S.  Moseley, 
Benj.  Hale, 

W.  H.  Swasey, 
John  J.  Currier, 

L.  B.  Cushing. 
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APPENDIX  C.— P>UILDING  FUND. 

The  building  fund,  being  the  excess  remaining  unexpended 
after  the  present  library  building  was  purchased  and  provided 
with  the  necessary  conveniences  to  render  it  serviceable,  amount¬ 
ing  to  nearly  $5,000,  was  immediately  deposited  in  the  Institu¬ 
tion  for  Savings,  where  it  has  ever  since  remained,  the  princi¬ 
pal  only  subject  to  withdrawal  upon  the  order  of  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  sum  arises  from  the  excess 
over  and  above  the  amount  subscribed  by  those  interested  in  the 
city  after  the  expenditure  for  the  object  above  named,  since 
which  $4,333*13  has  been  drawn  on  account  of  various  repairs 
and  other  needed  expenses,  thereby  saving  so  much  to  the  city 
treasury,  notwithstanding  which  at  the  present  time  the  whole 
amount  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  in  the  Institution  for  Savings 
consists  of  $6,131.00. 

The  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures  have  been  yearly 
audited,  and  their  correctness  certified  to  on  file. 

Edward  S.  Moseley,  Treasurer. 

E.  P.  Dodge, 

L.  B.  Cushing. 

Newburyport,  Dec.  14,  1896. 
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APPENDIX  D.— W.  O.  MOSELEY  FUND. 

A  new  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books  has  been  made  availa¬ 
ble  through  the  generosity  of  the  late  Wm.  O.  Moseley,  whose 
executors  early  in  1S95  paid  into  the  city  treasury  the  sum  of 
$10,000,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  library.  The  fund,  which 
began  declaring  interest  one  year  ago,  will  in  the  future  yield 
$200  semi-annually.  There  have  been  purchased  under  its 
provisions  during  the  year  past  221  volumes,  at  a  cost  of  $345.21 
and  the  November  semi-annual  interest  $200  is  still  available. 


STATEMENT. 

RECEIPTS. 

1895. 

Dec.  3.  Interest  to  Nov.  1 . $200  00 

1896. 

May  1.  Six  month’s  interest . $200  00 

Nov.  1.  “  “  “  .  200  00 

-  $600  00 

EXPENDED. 

1896.  Purchased  221  books  at . $345.21  345  21 


Balance  on  hand 


$254  79 
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APPENDIX  E.— TODD  FUND. 

The  city  annually  allows  an  income  of  $400  from  the  dona¬ 
tion  of  $10,000  made  to  it  by  Hon.  William  C.  Todd  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  free  reading  room.  With  this  sum  there 
are  subscribed  for  22  daily  newspapers,  50  semi-weekly,  weekly 
and  monthly  newspapers  and  periodicals,  35  domestic  maga¬ 
zines  and  quarterlies  and  16  of  foreign  publication,  a  total  of 
123  publications,  while  over  a  score  of  others  are  received  as 
donations.  The  amount  expended  for  publications  since  the 
last  report  is  $395*25,  for  holders  $3.00,  making  a  total  of 
$398.25. 

MINOR  FUNDS. 

There  have  also  been  purchased  from  the  Sawyer  fund  in¬ 
come  94  books  at  a  cost  of  $103.24,  and  from  the  minor  funds 
37  volumes,  including  an  encyclopaedia,  at  a  total  of  $122.35. 
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APPENDIX  F.— LIBRARY  INCREASE. 

No.  of  volumes  last  reported . 30,830 

Added  by  purchase  1896  : 

Peabody  fund . 196 

W.  O.  Moseley  fund . 221 

Todd  fund . 128 

Sawyer  fund .  94 

S.  A.  Green  fund .  14 

Williams  fund .  10 

Frothingham  fund .  8 

Bradbury  fund .  5 

676 

Added  by  donations . 201 

Total  new  vols . 877  877 

3L7°7 

Withdrawn  (worn  out) .  57 

Lost  or  missing .  15 

-  72 

Total  Nov.  30,  1896 . 3 1 ,63 5 

The  new  volumes  are  classified  as  follows :  General  works, 
18;  philosophy,  12;  theology,  20;  social  science,  61  ;  philolo¬ 
gy,  11  ;  natural  science,  24;  useful  and  fine  arts,  31;  general 
literature,  (poetry,  drama,  oratory,  letters)  134;  fiction,  224; 
history,  84 ;  travel,  adventure,  descriptive,  37  ;  biography,  69 ; 
documents  and  government  publications,  152. 
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APPENDIX  G.— CIRCULATION. 

During  the  year  ending  Nov.  30,  1896,  there  were  withdrawn 
from  the  library  for  home  use  38,561  books,  by  months  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Dec.  (1895)  3,492,  Jan.  4, 096, Feb.  4,007,  March  4,446, 
April  3,691,  May  3,052,  June  3,117,  July  2743,  Aug.  158. 
These  volumes  are  classified  and  compared  with  previous  years, 
as  follows : 


1896 

tS95 

1894 

1893 

1892 

1891 

1892 

Fiction  /  Adiilt  . . .  1 
^Juvenile.,  j 

^  28,602 

20,909 

7,669 

20,439 

8,308 

19,524 

8,014 

18,768 

6,692 

18,921 

6,547 

U,349 

4,634 

Travels . 

•  2,453 

i,S86 

2,164 

1,970 

1,682 

2,071 

2,508 

Mis.  literature. .  • 

.  1,898 

2,345 

2,202 

2,203 

2,032 

2,087 

2,094 

History . 

•  1,839 

1,789 

1,666 

U333 

1,34° 

1,506 

1,808 

Biography . . 

•  1,253 

1,607 

1,168 

1,078 

i,i34 

1,421 

i,3T7 

Nat.  science, use- ' 
ful  and  fine  arts 

[  1,067 

1,260 

i,4i6 

1,040 

1,088 

876 

934 

Magazines . 

.  588 

420 

334 

461 

482 

5U 

402 

Philos,  and  so- 1 
cial  science  • .  j 

\  535 

521 

467 

325 

320 

271 

343 

Theology . 

.  326 

424 

401 

265 

376 

43i 

339 

38,561 

38,830 

38,565 

36,213 

’33,9H 

34,646 

31,727 

The  percentage  of  classes  to  circulation  was  as  follows:  Fic¬ 
tion  (adult  English,  foreign  and  juvenile)  74*22»  Travel  and 
descriptive,  6.16;  Miscellaneous  literature,  5;  history,  4.87; 
biography,  3.27  ;  natural  science,  useful  and  fine  arts,  2.87  ;  mag¬ 
azines,  1.62;  philosophy  and  sociology,  1 .47  ;  theology,  52. 
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APPENDIX  H.— DONATIONS  OF  BOOKS  AND 

PAMPHLETS. 


Acknowledgement  of  pamphlets  include  those  received  to 
May,  1897. 


Dartmouth  College. 
Harvard  University, 


Newburyport,  City  of .  . 
Newburyport,  1st  churcl 
Newburyport  Herald  Co 


Books. 

Pamph. 

O 

I 

.  .  .  I 

O 

O 

O 

...29 

O 

O 

0 

O 

I 

O 

O 

I 

O 

I 

O 

O 

I 

*  *  *  3 1 

O 

O 

•••  3 

2 

O 

nee  1 

O 

O 

O 

I 

•••  3 

O 

O 
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Library  reports,  Publications,  etc. 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  free .  o  r 

Beverly .  o  i 

Boston . . . . .  o  12 

Brookline .  o  i 

Brooklyn .  o  i 

Buffalo . o  i 

Chicago  public .  o  I 

Cincinnati .  o  i 

Danvers,  Peabody  Institute .  o  i 

Fall  River . o  i 

Illinois  State .  o  i 

Indianapolis . o  i 

Jersey  City .  o  13 

Lawrence .  o  5 

Minneapolis . .  .  o  1 

New  Haven .  o  1 

Newark . o  2 

New  York  Public .  o  4 

Peabody,  Peabody  Institute .  o  1 

Philadelphia . o  1 

Providence  Atheneum .  o  9 

Providence  Public . o  1 

Salem .  o  2 

San  Francisco  Mercantile .  o  2 

San  Francisco  Public .  o  1 

Seattle . o  1 

Springfield,  Mass .  o  1 

Syracuse .  o  1 

Waterbury,  Bronson .  o  1 

Worcester  .  o  1 

University  of  Pennsylvania . o  1 

Unknown .  o  1 

Wheelwright,  E.  M . 1  o 
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Whipple,  C.  K . .  4 

Winthrop,  R.  C.  jr.,  Boston .  5  o 

Yale  University .  o  1 

Zeballos,  Hon.  E.  S.,  Washington .  1  o 

U.  S.  Government  publications : 

Bureau  of  education .  7  3 

Bureau  of  ethnology . 1  o 

*  Census  bureau . 10  o 

Coast  survey .  1  o 

Department  of  agriculture .  1  69 

Interior .  o  33 

Navy .  2  o 

State . 18  15 

Treasury .  1  o 

War . .  1 

Fish  commission .  1  1 

Life  saving  service . 1  o 

Labor  commission .  2  5 

Patent  office . f... .  o  56 

Smithsonian  Institution .  5  o 
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Publications  in  Newburyport  Free  Reading  Room. 


DAILIES. 


Newburyport  Herald  (morning). 

“  News  (evening). 

Boston  Advertiser  (morning). 

“  Herald  “ 

“  Post  “ 

“  Globe  (evening). 

“  Journal  “ 

“  Transcript  “ 

“  Traveler  “ 

Haverhill  Gazette  “ 

Lynn  Item  “ 


Portland  Advertiser  (evening). 
Providence  Journal  (morning). 
Salem  Gazette  “ 

New  York  Herald  “ 

“  Sun 

“  Times  “ 

“  Tribune  “ 

“  Mail  &  Express  (eve’g). 

“  Post  (evening). 

“  World  (morning), 
Congressional  Record,  Washingt’n. 


SEMI-WEEKLY,  WEEKLY  AND  MONTHLY. 


Alta  California,  San  Francisco. 
Argonaut,  “ 

Bradstreet’s,  New  York. 

Christian  Register,  Boston. 
Christian  Union,  New  York. 
Chronicle,  San  Francisco. 
Churchman. 

Commercial  Bulletin,  Boston. 
Congregational  ist. 

Constitution,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Courier-Journal,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Dial,  Chicago. 

Dispatch,  Richmond,  Va. 

Electrical  World,  New  York. 
Enquirer,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Financial  and  Commercial  Chron¬ 
icle,  New  York. 

Forest  and  Stream,  New  York. 
Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  News¬ 
paper,  New  York. 

Gazette,  Montreal,  Canada. 
Graphic,  London. 

Harper’s  Bazar,  New  York. 

“  Weekly  “ 

“  Young  People,  New  York. 
Herald,  Rutland,  Vt. 

Home  Missionary. 


Independent,  New  York. 

Item  (weekly)  Newburyport. 
Journal  of  Education,  Boston. 
Journal,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Machinist,  New  York. 

Mirror  and  Farmer,  Manchester, 
N.  H. 

Nation,  New  York. 

Nature,  London. 

News,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Observer,  New  York. 

Official  Gazette,  U.  S.  patent  office. 
Pioneer-Press,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Punch,  London. 

Republican,  Springfield. 

Rocky  Mountain  Weekly,  Denver, 
Colo. 

Scientific  American,  New  York. 

“  “  (builders’  ed.) 

“  .  “  Supplement. 

Star,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Tablet. 

Times,  Philadelphia. 

Times,  London. 

Tribune,  Chicago. 

Unitarian. 

Weekly  News,  Galveston,  Texas. 
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MAGAZINES  AND  QUARTERLIES. 

DOMESTIC. 


Arena,  Boston. 

Atlantic  Monthly,  Boston. 
Bibliotheca  Sacra,  Oberlin,  O. 
Century,  New  York. 

Cosmopolitan,  New  York. 

Current  Literature.  New  York. 
Donahoe’s  Magazine,  Boston. 
Frank  Leslie’s  Popular  Monthly, 
New  York. 

Forum,  New  York. 

Godey's  Ladies’  Book,  Philadelphia 
Harper’s  Magazine,  New  York. 
Household,  Boston. 

Home  Missionary,  Boston. 

Ladies’  Home  Journal,  Philadelphia 
Life,  New  York. 


Lippincott’s  Magazine,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Littell’s  Living  Age,  Boston. 
McClure’s  Magazine,  New  York. 
Munsey’s  Magazine  “ 

Naturalist,  Philadelphia. 

N.  E.  Homestead,  Springfield. 

New  England  Magazine,  Boston. 
New  World,  Boston. 

North  American,  New  York. 
Peterson’s  Magazine,  Philadelphia. 
Political  Science  Quarterly,  N.  Y. 
Popular  Science  Monthly  “ 

Popular  Science  News  “ 

Review  of  Reviews,  New  York. 

St.  Nicholas.  “ 


FOREIGN. 


Art  Journal,  London. 
Blackwood’s,  Edinburg. 
Cassell’s  Magazine,  London. 
Contemporary  Review  “ 
Cornhill  Magazine  “ 

Edinburg  Review,  Edinburg. 
English  Ill.  Magazine,  London. 
Fortnightly  Review  “ 


Good  Words,  London. 

London  Quarterly  Review. 
Macmillan’s  Magazine,  London. 
Nineteenth  Century  “ 

Strand,  London. 

Temple  Bar 

Westminster  Review,  London. 
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Donations  to  the  Reading  Room. 


Christian  Register . 

Christian  Science  Journal . 

Churchman . 

Congregationalist . 

Congressional  Directory . . 

Congressional  Record . 

Cook’s  Excursionist . 

Free  Russia . 

Good  Government . 

Home  Missionary- . 

Manifesto . 

Newburyport  Daily  News ... . 

Newburyport  Item . 

New  York  Observer . 

Official  Gazette . 

Outlook . 

Science . 

Signal  Service  Weather  Maps 

St.  Andrew’s  Cross . 

Tablet .  . 

Unitarian . 

Woman’s  Journal . 


American  Unitarian  Association 

. George  Morrill 

. St.  Paul’s  parish 

. Rev.  J.  W.  Dodge 

.  E.  S.  Moseley 

. Hon.  W.  H.  Moody 

. Publishers 

<  t 

a 

. E.  S.  Moseley 

. Publishers 

C  t 

t  i 

. Hon.  John  N.  Pike 

. Patent  office 

. W.  W.  Goodwin 

. . Publishers 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

. St.  Paul’s  parish 

. Publishers 

. . Mrs.  Swasey 

. C.  K.  Whipple 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


In  Board  of  Direct< 
December  20,  1 


Voted,  that  the  reports  and  accompanying  papers  presented  be  adopt¬ 
ed  as  the  annual  report  of  the  directors  of  the  Public  library  to  the  city 
council  for  1897,  and  that  the  secretary  be  authorized  and  instructed  to 
forward  the  same  to  the  city  council,  appending  thereto  the  names  of  the 
directors. 


Attest, 


JOHN  D.  PARSONS,  Sec’y. 


Trustees  of  the  Library — 1898. 


GEORGE  H.’PLUMER,  Mayor. 

ALDERMEN : 

CHAS.  L.  PERKINS,  BENJ.  P.  IRELAND,  JERE  HEALEY, 
THOMAS  HUSE,  ABRAM  A.  CRABTREE,  GEO.  W.  COOPER. 


Directors  of  the  Public  Library. 


GEORGE  H.  PLUMER,  Major . . Ex-officio 

JOHN  H.  BACH,  Jr.,  President  of  Common  Council . 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  Trustee  of  building  fund . 


ELISHA  P.  DODGE,  “  “  “  . 

LAWRENCE  B.  CUSHING,  “  “  “  . 

JOHN  E.  BAILEY,  term  of  office  expires . 1898 

MOSES  BROWN,  “  “  1899 

RUDOLPH  JACOBY,  “  “  1900 

WILLIAM  R. JOHNSON,  “  “  1901 

NATHAN  N.  WITHINGTON,  “  “  1902 

ALBERT  C.  TITCOMB,  “  “  1903 

ALBERT  W.  HITCHCOCK,  “  “  1904 


Trustees  of  Peabody  Fund. 


EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  JOHN  J.  CURRIER 

WILLIAM  H.  SWASEY,  BENJAMIN  HALE 

LAWRENCE  B.  CUSHING. 


Librarian . . JOHN  D.  PARSONS 

Assistant  Librarian . EFFIE  A.  TENNEY 

Extra  Assistant . E.  S.  THURSTON 

Superintendent  of  Reading  Room . MARTHA  P.  LUNT 

Janitor . DEXTER  W.  NUTTING 


ORGANIZATION 


OF  THE 

Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library 

FOR  1898. 

PRESIDENT, 

GEORGE  H.  PLUMER. 

SECRETARY, 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS. 

COMMITTEE  ON  BOOKS, 

W.  R. 'JOHNSON,  N.  N.  WITHINGTON,  A.  W.  HITCHCOCK 

COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARIAN, 

ELISHA  P.  DODGE,  MOSES  BROWN,  W.  R.  JOHNSON 

COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS, 

EDW.  S.  MOSELEY,  E.  P.  DODGE,  L.  B.  CUSHING 

COMMITTEE  ON  READING  ROOM, 

EDW.  S.  MOSELEY,  JOHN  E.  BAILEY,  R.  JACOBY 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE  AND  ACCOUNTS, 

GEO.  H.  PLUMER,  JOHN  H.  BALCH,  Jr.,  ALBERT  C.  TITCOMB 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS. 


To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council : 

The  directors  of  the  Public  Library  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  their  forty-second  annual  report,  with  the. 
reports  of  the  librarian  and  of  the  committees  having 
in  charge  the  several  funds. 

We  are  justified  in  feeling  a  certain  pride  in  the 
possession  of  a  public  library  containing  so  many 
and  so  well-selected  books,  of  a  public  reading  room, 
the  first  of  its  kind,  of  the  handsome  building  and 
grounds  so  accessible  and  convenient,  and  in  the 
large,  growing  and  intelligent  use  of  these  privileges 
which  is  indicated  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
librarian. 

The  usefulness  of  the  library  has  been  increased, 
and  will  be  still  further  increased  by  the  work  of  cat¬ 
aloguing  and  rearrangement  which  is  in  progress.  It  is 
bringing  order  out  of  chaos  and  of  a  mass  of  books 
whence  it  was  a  matter  of  luck  whether  one  could 
find  what  he  wanted,  or  even  whether  it  was  on  the 
shelves,  it  is  making  a  true  library,  where  the  reader 
can  readily  discover  what  can  be  furnished  and  what 
not.  This  is  already  a  great  advantage  which  will  be 
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still  greater  when  the  work  is  finished,  especially  for 
those  who  use  the  library  for  gaining  knowledge, 
though  it  is  also  a  substantial  convenience  to  those 
who  seek  entertainment  or  recreation. 

While  this  is  true,  it  is  not  all  that  can  be  and 
should  be  done  to  make  of  our  public  library  a  radia¬ 
tor  of  sweetness  and  light.  It  is  safe  to  say,  that  at 
small  outlay,  far  less  than  the  cost  of  cataloguing,  the 
beneficial  influence  of  the  library  as  an  educational 
agent  could  be  more  than  doubled.  This  should  be 
by  establishment  of  a  reference  department,  where 
books  could  be  as  freely  consulted  as  they  would  be 
on  the  student’s  own  shelves,  but  not  to  be  taken  from 
the  building.  Such  is  the  arrangement  in  nearly  all 
public  libraries.  That  of  Lawrence  has  a  reference 
room  with  three  thousand  volumes  on  its  bookshelves, 
where  the  student  of  art,  science  or  history  can  find 
the  best  standard  authorities,  and  can  look  up  a  sub¬ 
ject  in  which  he  is  interested  at  his  own  convenience, 
or,  if  he  wish,  may  have  the  aid  of  the  librarian. 
Such  should  be  the  arrangement  of  every  library  de¬ 
signed  for  the  spread  of  knowledge,  and  not  merely 
for  entertainment. 

Considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
number  of  books  in  the  library  during  the  year,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  librarian’s  report,  and  we  believe 
that  the  selection  of  these  has  been  judicious.  As  is 
always  the  case  in  our  own  and  in  all  public  libraries, 
a  large  proportion  of  the  books  added  has  been  of 
works  of  fiction.  But  it  must  be  considered  that 
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much  the  Larger  part  of  the  reading  matter  borrowed 
from  the  library  is  fiction,  and  we  have  in  this  de¬ 
partment  supplied  literature  at  least,  and  not  trash. 
In  regard  to  this  matter  we  would  call  attention  to 
what  the  librarian  says  of  it  in  his  report,  in  which 
he  seems  to  take  the  true  view  of  the  subject. 

The  increasing  number  of  those  who  use  the  pub¬ 
lic  library  is  evidence  that  it  is  an  institution  in 
which  the  people  of  this  city  are  interested,  and  that 
they  appreciate  its  privileges  and  do  not  grudge  its 
expense.  It  becomes  us,  therefore,  to  endeavor  to 
make  it  the  best  possible  with  the  means  at  our  com¬ 
mand  for  use  and  for  del  ight. 


Andrew  R.  Curtis, 
James  F.  Carens, 
Edward  S.  Moseley, 
Elisha  P.  Dodge, 
Lawrence  B.  Cushing, 
Charles  C.  Dame, 

John  E.  Bailey, 

Moses  Brown, 

Rudolph  Jacoby, 
William  R.  Johnson, 
Nathan  N.  Withington, 
Albert  C.  Titcomb, 


►  Directors. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Book  Committee : 

Gentlemen: — The  condition  of  the  public  library 
is  herewith  shown,  in  this,  the  42b  annual  report  of 
the  librarian,  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1897. 

In  the  last  annual  report,  the  number  of  books  in 
the  library  was  reported  as  31,731.  Since  that  date 
51  have  been  canceled  as  beyond  repair,  37  of  which 
were  renewed.  Seventeen  books  are  lost  or  miss¬ 
ing.  Not  unlikely  some  of  them  will  turn  up  again, 
as  a  book  is  easily  misplaced  in  the  frequent  shifting 
about  which  a  reclassification  demands.  During  the 
year  824  books  have  been  added,  leaving  the  total, 
Nov.  30,  1897,  at  32  487,  shown  more  in  detail  in 
appendix. 

The  number  of  books  withdrawn  for  home  use 
during  the  year  was  40,644,  the  largest  circulation  in 
the  history  of  the  library.  The  previous  year  it  was 
38,561,  but  for  the  first  time  this  summer  the  circu¬ 
lating  department  was  not  closed  while  the  cleaning 
and  renovating  was  going  on.  The  building  was 
open  307  days,  and  the  average  daily  circulation  was 
a  fraction  over  132  copies. 
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Fiction  leads  the  list,  and  at  about  the  same  pro¬ 
portion  as  it  does  in  most  libraries,  strictly  public  and 
general,  7 6  belonging  to  that  class  out  of  every  100 
books  borrowed.  To  reduce  the  percentage  of  fic¬ 
tion  read,  and  to  increase  the  demand  for  more  in¬ 
structive  literature,  is  a  desideratum  and  a  problem 
with  every  librarian,  although  but  few  meet  with  any 
great  degree  of  success.  About  the  only  way  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  the  result,  apparently,  is  by  suppressing  or  re¬ 
ducing  the  material  demanded  by  these  readers,  but 
by  so  doing  the  readers  themselves  are  suppressed. 

Last  year  238  works  of  fiction  were  added  to  the 
stock,  and  there  were  over  40,000  borrowers,  7 6  out 
of  each  100,  as  stated  above,  demanding  light  read¬ 
ing.  Seven  years  ago,  in  1890,  some  150  of  such 
books  were  bought,  were  read  by  71  out  of  each  100 
readers,  of  whom  there  were  less  than  32,000.  The 
average  daily  circulation  then  was  1 1 1,  that  of  the 
last  year  132.  From  these  figures  in  this  library, 
experience  has  shown  that,  with  the  supply  of  new 
fiction  increased  50  per  cent,  the  proportion  of  novel 
readers  has  increased  by  but  5  per  cent,  while  the 
total  number  of  borrowers  has  grown  25  per  cent, 
making  no  account  of  fractions.  The  argument  for 
a  liberal  policy  in  this  regard  appears  to  be,  there¬ 
fore,  that  it  brings  in  more  readers,  largely  so,  that 
more  people  are  brought  under  the  influence  of  the 
library  and  can  learn  its  value  and  best  uses.  Un¬ 
fortunately  the  adult  devourer  of  novels  and  tales 
must  be  set  down  as  practically  incorrigible.  He  or 
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she  rarely  aspires  to  anything  different.  With  them 
it  is  novel  or  nothing,  but  for  the  young  their  is 
hope.  More  than  a  quarter  of  the  books  of  all  de¬ 
scription  taken  from  the  library  are  borrowed  by 
them.  The  number  of  these  boys  and  girls  has  more 
than  doubled  during  the  period  under  review,  and  it 
has  been  brought  about  almost  entirely  from  the  fact 
that  they  are  reasonbly  sure  of  finding  an  interesting 
story  when  they  came  in.  Ten  years  ago  the  policy 
of  the  library  seemed  almost  prohibition  in  supply¬ 
ing  the  literature  they  demanded.  Today  it  is  liberal 
without  being  prodigal. 

The  rule  which  applies  to  adults  does  not  apply  to 
youth.  As  they  grow  older  they  do  not  make  novel 
reading  their  business,  as  far  as  reading  goes,  but 
their  recreation.  As  they  advance  in  their  school 
work  they  come  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  library 
as  an  important  adjunct  for  promoting  their  knowl¬ 
edge.  Some  of  the  most  discriminating  and  intelli¬ 
gent  borrowers  of  books  today  were  reading  nothing 
but  stories  of  boy  adventure  a  half  dozen  years  ago. 

This  class  of  literature  then  may  be  looked  at  as 
an  intelligent  bait,  a  legitimate  toll.  If  we  waited 
for  a  young  man  or  woman  who  had  never  used  a 
library  public  or  private  to  call  for  “  Kant’s  Critique 
of  Pure  Reason,”  or  even  John  Fiske’s  congeries  of 
American  historical  books  we  would  wait  until  the 
books  had  crumbled  to  dust.  It  seems  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  them  to  arrive  at  this  plane  by  pro¬ 
gressive  steps  which  begin  with  the  adventures  of 
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very  remarkable  but  fictitious,  and  perhaps  impossi¬ 
ble  boys.  This  is  a  condition  now  well  recognized, 
and  the  lists  of  juveniles  of  all  the  great  publishing 
houses  is  not  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole. 

These  books  are  not  only  harmless  but  are  healthy. 
They  are  a  scientific  evolution.  Their  moral  and 
their  lessons  are  not  administered  like  a  bitter  pill, 
illy  d  isguised  under  a  coating  of  sugar,  but  are  ab¬ 
sorbed  as  is  the  nourishment  from  food  which  tastes 
good  as  well  as  builds  up  the  system.  The  selection 
of  this  literature  is  conducted  with  care  and  discrim¬ 
ination,  and  I  could  name  a  half  dozen  popular 
juvenile  authors  whose  books  are  found  in  nine  public 
libraries  out  of  every  ten,  but  are  not  in  this  library. 
The  reason  isn’t  that  they  are  unfitted  or  harmful, 
but  because  there  are  others  which  are  superior  and 
will  answer  the  purpose.  You  can  satisfy  a  boy  who 
calls  for  a  book  by  A,  with  giving  one  by  B,  on  the 
assurance  that  he  will  find  it  interesting,  and  he  will 
come  again,  but  try  to  palm  off  on  him  one  of  the 
stories  our  grandparents  were  afflicted  with  in  child¬ 
hood,  even  though  it  may  be  dignified  by  the  honor¬ 
ary  title  of  classic,  and  the  chances  are  you  will  not 
see  him  more  than  once  again,  when  he  returns  the 
book  next  day,  and  it  doesn’t  need  be  much  of  a 
mindreader  to  see  that  it  is  your  judgment,  or  good 
taste  or  honesty,  or  perhaps  all  three  that  he  dis¬ 
trusts. 

There  are  now  6,164  registered  borrowers  against 
5,700  a  year  ago,  a  gain  of  464.  There  have  been 
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520  books  sent  to  the  bindery  for  binding  or  repairs. 

The  work  of  reclassifying  and  recataloguing  the 
library  on  a  modern  and  scientific  basis  has  been  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year,  except  for  a  period  of  six 
weeks  when  the  cataloguer  was  compelled  to  be  ab¬ 
sent.  This  of  course  necessitated  one-eighth  work 
less  being  accomplished  than  had  been  anticipated, 
and  a  proportionate  amount  of  the  special  appropria¬ 
tion  is  thereby  unexpended. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report  the  works  of  fiction 
and  of  New  England  genealogy  and  history  had  been 
classified  and  catalogued,  3,292  works  in  4,471  vol¬ 
umes.  Since  that  time  the  balance  of  the  library 
except  public  documents,  magazines  and  a  few  others 
has  been  reclassified,  10,203  works,  history  and 
travel,  have  been  catalogued  as  well,  the  cards  written 
and  put  in  use,  and  biography  is  well  under  way.  In 
history  this  includes  2,753  volumes,  in  travels  2,559. 
In  biography  1,339  volumes  are  complete,  and  it  will 
probably  require  two  months  in  which  to  finish  this 
part  of  the  work.  To  complete  the  work  as  outlined, 
not  reckoning  the  ommissions  noted  above,  will  re¬ 
quire,  as  well  as  can  be  estimated,  the  present 
library  year,  or  till  December,  1898. 

The  work  is  being  done  with  care  and  thorough¬ 
ness  and  when  completed  it  seems  as  though  little 
would  be  left  to  be  desired  in  a  catalogue  prepared 
to  show,  in  a  concentrated  and  practical  form  not 
alone  what  books  but  what  information  the  library 
can  offer.  Perhaps  this  can  best  be  illustrated 
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by  one  or  two  concrete  examples  of  cards.  Take 
for  instance  a  book  entitled  Farthest  North,  or 
Life  of  J.  B.  Lockwood  of  Greely  Arctic  expe¬ 
dition,”  by  C.  Lanman.  In  disposing  of  this  book 
certain  theoretical  questions  arise  as  regards  the 
reader’s  standpoint,  how  he  would  approach  the  sub¬ 
ject,  and  all  are  answered  by  the  cards.  In  the  first 
place  comes  the  author,  usually  and  always  theoreti¬ 
cally  the  principal  entry,  and  the  reader  wishing  to 
know  what  Lanman  has  contributed  will  turn  to  the 
Ls  and  under  Lanman’s  name  will  find  the  entry  of 
this  book,  as  well  as  every  book  by  Lanman  in  the 
library,  grouped  around  it.  The  next  reader  might 
be  specially  anxious  to  learn  something  of  Lockwood 
simply.  He  turns  to  the  alphabetical  position,  and 
there  the  book  appears  under  Lockwood’s  name. 
The  next  man  may  have  simply  heard  of  the  title  of 
the  book,  “  Farthest  North,”  but  is  ignorant  of  the 
author’s  name,  or  what  the  book  treats  of  except 
vaguely.  He  turns  to  the  title  entry,  the  Fs,  and 
finds  the  book  there.  Thus  if  a  man  knows  only  one 
of  the  three,  the  author,  the  subject  or  the  title  of  the 
book,  he  can  find  it.  Usually  these  three  entries 
suffice,  but  in  this  case  there  is  something  more. 
The  exhaustive  or  special  reader  is  remembered.  Of 
necessity  this  work  must  contain  more  or  less  direct¬ 
ly  pertaining  to  Greely.  Under  the  name  of  Greely? 
then  the  book  appears  for  the  fourth  time,  so  that 
everything  touching  him  may  be  found  grouped. 
There  yet  remains  one  more  reader  to  be  provided 
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for,  the  man  interested  in  Arctic  exploration  in  gen¬ 
eral.  He  wants  as  much  on  the  subject  as  he  can  get 
hold  of.  If  he  had  never  heard  of  Lanman  the  author, 
if  he  was  ignorant  that  there  had  ever  been  a  man 
named  Lockwood  connected  with  Arctic  exploration, 
if  he  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  name  Greely  was 
suggestive,  or  had  yet  to  learn  that  there  was  a  book 
entitled  Farthest  North,  he  has  simply  to  turn  to  the 
letter  A  and  under  the  entry  Arctic  regions  he  will 
learn  of  this  book  as  well  as  of  every  other  one  in  the 
library  on  the  same  topic.  It  has  taken  five  cards  to 
point  the  way  and  it  is  not  easy  to  miss  it. 

One  more,  briefly:  “Life  of  R.  Heber,  with  jour¬ 
nal  of  tour  in  Russia  and  history  of  Cossacks,  by 
Mrs.  Heber.1’  It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  this  book 
is  somewhat  composite  in  its  makeup,  and  six  cards 
are  required.  One  for  the  author,  Mrs.  A.  Heber; 
one  for  the  principal  or  main  subject,  Rt.  Rev.  R. 
Heber;  one  for  India  missions,  because  a  reader 
migh  be  looking  up  missions,  or  missions  in  India, 
or  India,  and  not  know  that  Bishop  Heber  was  in 
anywise  connected  with  them;  another  card  for  Rus¬ 
sia,  geography,  description  and  travels;  still  another 
for  Cossacks,  and  finally  one  for  Church  of  England, 
because  it  is  advisable  to  bring  together  all  the  avail¬ 
able  literature  on  such  a  subject.  If  the  work  seems 
to  advance  slowly  it  is  because  of  the  thoroughness 
with  which  it  is  being  done,  and  the  care  taken  to 
assure  permanency.  To  do  this  the  details  are  many. 
In  the  first  place  the  books  all  have  to  be  examined 
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to  determine  in  what  class  of  literature  they  natur¬ 
ally  fall.  Generally  a  brief  glance  will  show  this, 
but  often  it  takes  much  thought  to  correctly  make 
the  assignment.  Again  some  books  will  fit  two 
classes  equally  well,  and  then  it  has  to  be  decided  in 
which  class  it  will  be  more  useful  to  or  be  more  eas¬ 
ily  found  by  the  larger  class  of  readers.  The  class 
and  book  number  must  be  entered  on  the  plate. 
The  old  wrapping  paper  must  be  stripped  off  and  a 
label  attached  to  the  back.  Next  the  cards  have  to 
be  written,  anywhere  from  one  to  half  a  dozen  or 
more  for  each  book.  A  shelf  list  has  to  be  prepared, 
a  miscellaneous  catalogue  in  condensed  form,  show¬ 
ing  the  subjects  grouped.  Then  the  choice  ot  posi¬ 
tion  and  arrangement  on  the  shelves  is  often  a  com¬ 
plex  problem,  taking  into  consideration  the  work 
which  is  to  follow  and  the  aim  that  in  spite  of  this 
complete  reorganization  no  book  need  be  denied  to 
anyone  during  the  turning  over  process.  In  my 
original  estimate  of  the  time  that  would  be  required 
I  decided  that  it  would  take  all  a  catalougers  time 
for  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  years.  Eighteen 
months  have  so  far  been  given  to  it,  and  the  rate  of 
progress  has  been  about  as  anticipated.  Miss  Her¬ 
ron,  in  whose  charge  are  the  immediate  details  of  the 
work,  has  given  proof  that  her  selection  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  good  judgment,  and  she  has  applied  herself  to 
it  with  enthusiam  and  diligence. 

There  are  some  slight  material  changes  in  the  library 
which  the  new  system  renders  necessary — the  chang- 
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ing  of  one  approach  to  the  gallery,  the  reasons  for 
which  have  already  been  pointed  out,  and  the  reset¬ 
ting  of  the  three  top  shelves  in  the  alcoves  of  the 
main  building.  Unlike  those  in  the  annex  which  are 
adjustable,  these  shelves  are  permanently  attached 
to  the  walls,  on  the  old  principle  that  books  should 
be  arranged  according  to  their  size,  not  their  con¬ 
tents,  putting  all  the  small  books  on  the  top  shelf  and 
and  grading  down.  In  this  manner  the  three  high¬ 
est  shelves  have  become  of  little  utility  now,  and  the 
space  should  be  re-arranged  for  two. 

John  D.  Parsons, 

Librarian. 
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APPENDIX  A.— RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


Appropriation 


$2,250  00 


CREDITS. 


From  town  of  Newbury  use  of  library  for 


year  1896 . 

$  150  00 

For  dog  licenses . . . 

788  96 

Bill  credited  back . 

2  52 

94 1 

48 

$3>19I 

48 

Amount  overdrawn  transferred  to  Inciden- 

tals  to  balance  account . . 

4T9 

68 

$3,6! 1 

16 

EXPENDITURES. 


Salaries ........ . $2,240  02 

Insurance..... .  631  88 

Janitor .  273  15 

Rinding  books.. .  243  13 

Supplies  and  miscellaneous .  134  15 

Printing . . .  88  83 


$3,611  16 
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SPECIAL  APPROPRIATION— FOR  CATALOGUING. 

Appropriation . $1,000  oo 

Amount  undrawn  transferred  to  incidentals  to  balance 

account .  164  30 

$835  7° 

EXPENDITURES. 

W.  A.  Herron . $£85  00 

News  Publishing  Co .  121  So 

Library  bureau .  28  90 

$835  70 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Receipts  from  fines .  $  39  20 

“  “  finding-lists .  5  3° 

Balance  form  last  account . .  21  74 

$  66  24 

EXPENDITURES. 

> 

Post  Office  boxes,  stamps  etc., .  $  14  65 

Express,  freight,  truckage . . . .  18  12 

Various  supplies .  17  75 

Miscellaneous  expenditures . .  1 1  20 

61  72 


Balance 


4  5 2 
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APPENDIX  B.— PEABODY  FUND. 

Through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  George  Peabody  the  library 
thirty  years  ago  was  endowed  with  a  fund  of  $15,000.  This 
amount  was  paid  into  my  hand  and  a  board  of  five  trustees  was 
at  once  organized  to  care  for  it.  The  only  condition  the  kind 
donor  attached  to  his  gift  was  that  an  annual  report  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  fund  and  the  amount  of  income  derived  from  it 
should  be  prepared  and  published.  In  accordance,  therefore, 
with  Mr.  Peabody’s  request  I  hereby  give  notice  that  the  origi¬ 
nal  sum  of  $15,000  was  deposited  in  the  Institution  for  Savings, 
where  it  has  since  remained,  the  principal  to  be  withdrawn  only 
upon  the  signature  of  a  majority  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
fund.  The  income  for  the  past  year  has  been  $600,  balance  from 
preceding  year  $729.51,  total  $1,329.51.  From  this  there  have 
been  purchased  since  last  report  253  volumes  at  a  cost  of  $519.97, 
leaving  a  balance  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year  of  $809.54. 
Since  the  fund  was  first  made  available  8,207  volumes  have  been 
added  by  it  to  the  library. 

EDW.  S.  MOSELEY,  Chairman. 


The  condition  of  the  fund,  both  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
on  account  have  been  duly  examined  and  is  certified  to  as  correct. 

John  D.  Parsons. 

Newburyport,  Dec.  6,  1897* 
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APPENDIX  C.— BUILDING  FUND. 

The  building  fund,  being  the  excess  remaining  after  the  li¬ 
brary  building  was  purchased  and  completed,  amounting  to 
nearly  $5,000,  was  immediately  deposited  in  the  Institution  for 
Savings,  where  it  has  since  remained,  the  principal  subject  to 
withdrawal  only  upon  the  order  of  all  the  members  of  the  board 
of  trustees.  From  this  nucleus,  $4,433.13  has  been  withdrawn 
being  interest  earned,  and  expended  on  necessary  repairs  and 
improvements  to  the  building,  a  direct  saving  of  so  much  money 
to  the  city  in  library  maintenance.  The  sum  now  standing  to 
the  credit  of  the  fund  amounts  to  over  $6,000.  During  the  past 
year  $80  has  been  expended,  and  a  balance  of  $215.71  is  on  de¬ 
posit  in  the  Mechanics  Bank. 

Edward  S.  Moseley,  Chairman. 


Newburyport,  Dec.  18,  1897. 
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APPENDIX  D.— W.  O.  MOSELEY  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 


1897  interest  to  November  1 .  $400  00 

Balance  per  report .  345  21 


$745  21 

EXPENDED. 


1897,  purchased  160  books  at . $194  92  194  92 

Balance .  $55°  29 


MINOR  FUNDS. 

Twenty-eight  valuable  books  on  New  England  history  or  gen¬ 
ealogy  have  been  added  by  the  Green  fund,  at  a  cost  of  $91.60. 
From  the  Sawyer  fund  103  books  costing  $106.52  and  from  mis¬ 
cellaneous  sources  52  books  at  a  cost  of  $40.48. 
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APPENDIX  E.— READING  ROOM. 

The  free  reading  room,  established  by  Hon.  W.  C.  Todd,  is 
daily  visited  by  an  increasing  number  of  readers,  both  occasional 
and  regular.  On  its  files  may  be  found  seven,  or  a  majority  of 
the  New  York  daily  papers,  seven  from  Boston,  the  two  local, 
three  from  other  sections  of  the  county  and  two  from  New  Eng¬ 
land  at  large.  Weekly  papers,  50  in  number,  cover  all  sections 
of  the  country,  Europe  being  represented  by  the  London  Times, 
while  30  domestic  and  15  foreign  magazines  and  views,  give 
one  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  current  literature,  from  the 
lightest  to  the  highest.  In  purchasing  these  publications  the 
past  year  $395 .56  has  been  expended,  leaving,  with  the  amount 
on  hand  from  last  year,  a  balance  of  $6.19. 
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APPENDIX  F.— LIBRARY  INCREASE. 

No.  of  volumes  last  reported.  . . 31,635 

Added  by  purchase  1897: 

Peabody  fund . 2^7 

W.  O.  Moseley  fund . 160 

Sawyer  fund . 103 

Todd  fund .  8s 

S.  A.  Green  fund .  28 

Frothingham  fund . 21 

Bradbury  fund .  19 

Williams  fund .  12 

Miscellaneous .  11 


696 

Added  by  donations . . . 128 

Total  new  volumes . 824  824 


3M59 

Withdrawn  as  worn  out .  51 

Lost  or  missing .  17 

68 

Total,  Nov.  30,  1897 .  33,39 3; 

The  new  volumes  are  classified  as  follows  :  General  works, 
21  ;  philosophy,  7  ;  theology,  12  ;  social  science,  (which  includes 
public  documents)  no;  natural  science,  36;  useful  arts,  31; 
fine  arts,  16;  Miscellaneous  literature  (poetry,  oratorv,  letters, 
etc.,)  105  ;  fiction,  adult  and  juvenile,  238  ;  travel  and  descrip¬ 
tive,  58;  biography,  90;  foreign  history,  21  ;  American  history, 

79- 
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APPENDIX  G.— CIRCULATION. 

During  the  year  ending  Nov.  30,  1897,  there  were  withdrawn 
for  home  use  40,644  books,  by  months  as  follows:  Dec.  (1896,) 
3,687;  January,  4,133;  February,  3,797;  March,  4,194;  April, 
3,443  ;  May,  3,200;  June,  2,891;  July,  3,019;  August,  2,395; 
September,  2,739  ;  October,  3,400 ;  November,  3,746.  These 
volumes,  classified  and  compared  with  previous  years  are  as 


follows  : 

i897. 

Fiction,  adult  and  juvenile . 30,906 

History .  2,504 

Miscellaneous  literature .  1*814 

Magazines. . 1,370 

Travels .  1*291 

Natural  science,  useful  and  fine  arts.  ...  1,103 

Biography .  847 

Philosophy  and  sociology .  554 

Theology . .  .  255 


40,644 

The  percentage  of  classes  to  circulation  is  as  follows  :  Fiction, 
(adult  English  and  foreign,  juvenile,)  74*  history,  6.1  ;  miscel¬ 
laneous,  4.5;  magazines,  3.4;  travels,  3.2;  natural  science, 
useful  and  fine  arts,  2.7;  biography,  2  ;  philosophy  and  social 
science,  1.4;  theology,  7. 
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APPENDIX  H._ DONATIONS  OF  BOOKS. 

(To  June  i,  1898.) 

VOLS. 

Andover,  Town  of .  i 

Appleton,  W.  S .  1 

Baker,  W.  H .  1 

Bath  Corporation .  1 

Boynton,  E.  M . .  2 

Brown,  J-T.... .  1 

Caldwell,  Miss .  3 

Cambridge  W.  C.  T.  U .  1 

Chase,  W.  G .  2 

Cogswell,  Mrs . 1 

Con.  Coal  Co. . . .  1 

Curzon,  M.  R .  2 

Cushing,  L.  B .  1 

Dame,  C.  C .  . . . . .  5 

Davis,  B.  P .  I 

Fitchburg,  City  of .  1 

Gardner,  E.  C .  1 

Hale,  Joshua.  . . 1 

Harvard  University .  2 

Johnson,  R . 1 

Earned,  A . . .  1 

Little,  J . 1 

Lowell,  Mr . 1 

McCully,  Rev.  O.  G. . . . 1 

.  Massachusetts,  Com.  of . , . 27 

Maynard,  C.  J . . . . . 1 

Merchant,  Mrs.  E.  A . 4 

Moody,  Hon.  W.  H . iS 

Moseley,  E.  S . 2 

Munn  &  Co  . .  1 

Newburyport,  City  of.  ...... .  . . 2 

Newburyport,  1st  Church  Christian  Science .  1 

Newburyport  Herald  Co . 2 

Newburyport  News  Pub.  Co .  2 
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VOLS. 

New  Jersey,  State  of .  i 

New  York  State  Library.  . .  * .  i 

Parsons,  J-  R .  ••  i 

Pearson,  Mrs.  E.  A . i 

Pope,  L.  A .  i 

Pratt,  F.  S.  and  C.  H .  i 

Stokes,  A.  P . . . .  i 

Stone,  G.  F .  2 

Todd,  W.  C .  1 

Towle  Mfg.  Co .  r 

Tupper,  F.  A .  1 

Unknown .  9 

Very,  L.  L.  A .  1 

Walker,  J.  B .  1 

Webb,  W.  H .  2 

Winthrop,  R.  C . 1 

Yale  University . 1 

U.  S.  Government  'publications : 

Bureau  of  education .  4 

Bureau  of  ethnology . 4 

Bureau  of  statistics . 1 

Census  bureau .  5 

Coast  survey .  2 

Geological  survey....  .  4 

Department  of  agriculture .  5 

Interior .  1 

Navv . * . .  2 

j 

Treasury .  3 

War . 10 

Fish  commission . . . . .  6 

Interstate  commission . 1 

Life  saving  service.  . . . . . 1 

Labor  commission .  3 

Patent  office . .  6 

Smithsonian  Institution .  7 
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Publications  in  Newburyport  Free  Reading  Room. 


DAILIES. 


Newburyport  Herald  (morning). 

“  News  (evening). 

Boston  Advertiser  (morning). 

“  Herald  “ 

“  Post  “ 

“  Globe  (evening). 

“  Journal  “ 

“  Transcript  “ 

*'  Traveler  “ 

Haverhill  Gazette  “ 

Lvnn  Item  “ 


Portland  Advertiser  (evening). 
Providence  Journal  (morning). 
New  York  Herald  “ 

“  Sun  “ 

“  Times  “ 

“  Tribune  “ 

“  Mail  &  Express  (eve’g). 

“  Post  (evening). 

“  World  ^morning) . 
Congressional  Record,  Washingt’n. 


SEMI-WEEKLY,  WEEKLY  AND  MONTHLY. 


Alta  California,  San  Francisco. 
Argonaut,  “ 

Bradstreet’s,  New  York. 

Christian  Register,  Boston. 
Chronicle,  San  Francisco. 
Churchman . 

Commercial  Bulletin,  Boston. 
Congregationalist. 

Constitution,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Courier-Journal,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Dial,  Chicago. 

Dispatch,  Richmond,  Va. 

Electrical  World,  New  York. 
Engineering  and  Mining  Journal, 
New  York. 

Enquirer,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Financial  and  Commercial  Chron¬ 
icle,  New  York. 

Forest  and  Stream,  New  York. 
Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  News¬ 
paper,  New  York. 

Gazette,  Montreal,  Canada. 
Graphic,  London. 

Harper’s  Bazar,  New  York. 

“  Weekly  “ 

“  Young  People,  New  York. 
Herald,  Rutland,  Vt. 

Home  Missionary. 


Independent,  New  York. 

Item  (weekly)  Newburyport. 

Journal  of  Education,  Boston. 
Journal,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Machinist,  New  York. 

Mirror  and  Farmer,  Manchester, 
N.  H. 

Nation,  New  York. 

Nature,  London. 

New  Century,  N.  Y. 

News,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Observer,  New  York. 

Official  Gazette,  U.  S.  patent  office. 
Outlook,  N.  Y 

Pioneer-Press,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Punch, London. 

Republican,  Springfield. 

Rocky  Mountain  Weekly,  Denver, 
Colo. 

Scientific  American,  New  York. 

“  •  “  (builders’  ed.) 

“  “  Supplement. 

Tablet. 

Times,  Philadelphia. 

Times,  London. 

Tribune,  Chicago. 

Universal  Brotherhood. 

Weeklv  News,  Galveston,  Texas. 

tf 
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MAGAZINES  AND  QUARTERLIES. 


Arena,  Boston. 

Atlantic  Monthly,  Boston. 
Bibliotheca  Sacra,  Oberlin,  O. 
Century,  New  York. 

Cosmopolitan,  New  York. 

Current  Literature,  New  York. 
Donahoe’s  Magazine,  Boston. 

Frank  Leslie’s  Popular  Monthly, 
New  York. 

Forum,  New  York. 

Godey’s  Ladies’  Book,  Philadelphia. 
Harper’s  Magazine,  New  York. 
Household,  Boston. 

Home  Missionary,  Boston. 

Ladies’  Home  Journal,  Philadelphia 
Life,  New  York. 

FOI 

Art  Journal,  London. 

Blackwood’s,  Edinburg. 

Cassell’s  Magazine,  London. 
Contemporary  Review,  “ 

Cornhill  Magazine,  “ 

Edinburg  Review.,  Edinburg. 
English  Ill.  Magazine,  London. 
Fortnightly  Review,  “ 


STIC. 

Lippincott’s  Magazine,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Littell’s  Living  Age,  Boston. 
McClure’s  Magazine,  New  York. 
Munsey’s  Magazine,  “ 

Naturalist,  Philadelphia. 

N.  E.  Homestead,  Springfield. 

New  England  Magazine,  Boston. 
New  World,  Boston. 

North  American,  New  York. 
Peterson’s  Magazine,  Philadelphia. 
Political  Science  Quraterly,  N.  Y. 
Popular  Science  Monthly,  “ 

Popular  Science  News,  “ 

Review  of  Reviews,  New  York. 

St.  Nicholas,  “ 

IGN. 

Good  Words,  London, 

London  Quarlterly  Review. 
Macmillan’s  Magazine,  London. 
Ninteenth  Century,  “ 

Strand,  “ 

Temple  Bar,  “ 

Westminster  Review,  “ 
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Donations  to  the  Reading  Room. 


Christian  Register . 

Christain  Science  Journal ... . 

Churchman . . 

Congregationalist . 

Congressional  Directory.... 

Congressional  Record . 

Cook’s  Excursionist . 

Free  Russia . 

Good  Government . 

Home  Missionary . 

Manifesto . 

Newburyport  Daily  News . . . . 

Newburyport  Item . 

New  York  Observer . 

Official  Gazette . 

Outlook . 

Science . . 

Signal  Service  Weather  Maps 

St.  Andrew’s  Cross . 

The  New  Century . 

Universal  Brotherhood . . 

Woman’s  Journal . 


American  Unitarian  Association 

. George  Morrill 

. St.  Paul’s  parish 

. Rev.  J.  W.  Dodge 

. E.  S.  Moseley 

. Hon.  W.  H.  Moody 

. Publishers 


. E.  S.  Moseley 

. Publishers 

<  i 

(t 

. Hon.  John  N.  Pike 

. Patent  office 

. W.  W.  Goodwin 

. Publishers 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
. St.  Paul’s  parish 

. Mrs.  C.  Tingley 

<  < 

. . C.  K.  Whipple 
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In  Board  or  Directors,  \ 
December  19,  1898.  J 

Voted,  that  the  report  presented  be  accepted  and  adopted  as  the 
annual  report  of  the  board  for  1897  ;  that  the  librarian’s  report  be  ac¬ 
cepted  and  incorporated  with  the  above,  that  the  names  of  the  directors 
be  signed  by  the  librarian  and  that  the  whole  be  transmitted  to  the  city 
council. 

Attest, 


JOHN  D.  PARSONS,  Sec’y. 


Trustees  of  the  Library — 1899 


THOMAS  HUSE,  Mayor. 

ALDERMEN  : 

v 

EBEN  C.  KNIGHT,  IRVIN  BESSE,  J.  H.  BATCH,  JR. 

JAMES  F.  CARENS,  WM.  G.  FISHER,  ALBERT  H.  BECKFORD 


Directors  of  the  Public  Library 


THOMAS  HUSE,  Mayor .  Ex-officio 

ARTHUR  P.  BROWN,  President  of  Common  Council  . 


EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  Trustee  of  building  fund . 

ELISHA  P.  DODGE,  “  “  “  . 

LAWRENCE  B.  CUSHING  “  “  “  . 

MOSES  BROWN,  term  of  office  expires . 1899 

RUDOLPH  JACOBY,  term  of  office  expires . 1900 

WILLIAM  R.  JOHNSON,  term  of  office  expires . 1901 

NATHAN  N.  WITHINGTON,  term  of  office  expires . .  .  .1902 

ALBERT  C.  TITCOMB  “  “  “  1903 

ALBERT  W.  HITCHCOCK  “  “  “  1904 

WILLIAM  C.  COFFIN  “  “  “  1905 


Trustees  of  Peabody  Fund 


EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  JOHN  J.  CURRIER 

WILLIAM  H.  SWASEY,  BENJAMIN  HALE 

LAWRENCE  B.  CUSHING 


Librarian . 

Assistant  Librarian . 

Extra  Assistant  . 

Superintendent  of  Reading  Room 
Janitor . 


JOHN  D.  PARSONS 
. . .  EFFIE  A.  TENNEY 

.  E.  S.  THURSTON 

. MARTHA  P.  LUNT 

DEXTER  W.  NUTTING 


Organization  of  the  Board  of  Directors 


Of  the  Public  Library  for  1899 


PRESIDENT 

THOMAS  HUSE 

secretary 
JOHN  D.  PARSONS 

COMMITTEE  ON  BOOKS 

W.  R.  JOHNSON,  N.  N.  WITHINGTON,  A.  W.  HITCHCOCK 

COMMITTEE  ON  EIBRARIAN 

ELISHA  P.  DODGE,  MOSES  BROWN,  W.  R.  JOHNSON 

COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS 

EDWARD  s.  MOSELEY,  E.  P.  DODGE,  L,  B.  CUSHING 

COMMITTEE  ON  READING  ROOM 

EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  ARTHUR  P.  BROWN,  R.  JACOBY 

/ 

COMMITTER  ON  FINANCE  AND  ACCOUNTS 

THOMAS  HUSE,  W.  C.  COFFIN,  ALBERT  C.  TITCOMB 


Report  of  the  Directors 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  : 

The  directors  of  the  public  library  submit  their  forty-third 
annual  report,  with  the  reports  of  the  librarian  and  of  the  com¬ 
mittees  having  in  charge  the  expenditure  of  the  income  from  the 
several  funds  of  which  the  library  is  beneficiary. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  figures  of  the  librarian’s  report  that  the 
people  of  this  city  appreciate,  and  avail  themselves  of,  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  this  institution,  inasmuch  as  the  number  of  borrowers  of 
books  has  increased,  and  the  number  of  books  taken  is  also  larger 
than  ever  before.  Substantial  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
library,  and  the  selection  of  books  has  been,  we  believe,  as  good 
as  could  have  been  made  under  the  conditions.  A  great  improve¬ 
ment  has  been  effected  in  the  entrance  hall,  reading  room,  direct¬ 
ors’  room,  and  that  of  the  superintendent  of  the  reading  room, 
the  expense  having  been  defrayed  by  the  building  fund.  This 
improvement  has  given  a  much  neater  and  more  cheerful  aspect 
to  the  rooms  on  the  lower  floor  of  the  library  building.  The 
work  of  cataloguing  the  books  is  getting  on  toward  daylight,  and 
for  the  more  common  use  of  readers  is  already  complete. 

The  facilities  lor  such  readers  as  wish  to  take  books  home  to 
read  for  improvement  or  pleasure,  are  already  very  satisfactory, 
and  will  be  excellent  when  the  work  of  cataloguing  is  finished. 
'There  is  variety,  and  there  is  abundance  for  the  increase  of  know¬ 
ledge  or  for  literary  delight ;  but  there  is  one  serious  defect,  the 
remedy  for  which  is  suggested  in  the  librarian’s  report.  Under 
our  present  management  one  class  only  is  served  of  those  to 
whom  the  library  might  be  a  help.  The  class  which  wants  some 
special  book,  or  some  special  kind  of  book,  is  served.  To  the 
mechanic  or  inventor,  who  wants  information  on  some  subject 
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relating  to  his  art,  to  the  student  of  history  or  politics  or  finance 
or  indeed  to  the  specialist  in  almost  any  department,  who  desires 
to  investigate  a  subject,  the  library  is  but  of  little  use.  Such  an 
one  does  not  need  any  book  to  read  through,  but  to  consult  many, 
and  this  is  impracticable  where  there  is  not  a  large  and  well  se¬ 
lected  reference  department.  Instead  of  this,  we  have  a  few  dic¬ 
tionaries  and  atlases  and  encyclopaedias  open  to  the  free  use  of  all. 

while  the  mass  of  books  is  on  shelves,  railed  awav  from  the 

*  •/ 

public,  and  only  accessible  by  calling  for  them  separately  from 
the  librarian  and  his  assistants. 

A  library  should  be  for  use  and  instruction,  as  well  as  for 
pleasure,  and  at  least  half  its  benefit  is  lost  if  it  be  used  merely 
for  delight.  This  is  so  obviously  true  that  it  has  been  recognized 
by  the  management  of  most  public  libraries,  which  commonly 
have  a  large  reference  department,  or  free  access  is  granted  to  all 
the  books,  and  this  plan  is  found  to  be  advantageous,  and  to  en¬ 
large  the  usefulness  of  the  institution.  It  is  what  we  hope  to 
bring  about  in  the  near  future  in  our  own  public  library. 

Ours  is  one  of  the  oldest,  and  for  the  population  which  uses 
it,  one  of  the  best  and  best  endowed  institutions  of  its  kind.  It 
has  been  liberally  supported  and  freely  used  by  the  city  and  the 
people.  We  should  make  the  most  of  it,  and  extend  its  useful¬ 
ness  to  the  utmost. 


GEORGE  H.  PEUMER, 
JOHN  H.  BARCH,  JR. 
EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY, 
ELISHA  P.  DODGE, 
LAWRENCE  B.  CUSHING, 
JOHN  E.  BAILEY, 

MOSES  BROWN, 

RUDOLPH  JACOBY, 
WILLIAM  R.  JOHNSON, 
NATHAN  N.  WITHINGTON, 
ALBERT  C.  TITCOMB, 
ALBERT  W.  HITCHCOCK, 


-  Directors. 


Report  of  the  Librarian 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  : 

Gentlemen  : — In  this,  the  43d  annual  report  of  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  public  library,  for  the  year  ending  November  30, 
1898,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following: 

At  the  beginning  of  the  library  year  there  were  on  the 
shelves  32,511  books.  Since  that  time  55  volumes  have  been 
withdrawn  as  defective  and  unfit  for  service,  of  which  25  were 
subsequently  renewed.  Nine  books  loaned  have  not  been  re¬ 
covered,  mainly  on  account  of  the  drawers  removing  from  town, 
one  was  lost  but  replaced  by  the  person  at  fault,  and  750  new 
volumes  have  been  added  to  the  permanent  stock  of  the  library, 
making  the  total  number  33,222  volumes. 

The  number  of  books  withdrawn  for  home  use  during  the 
year  was  42,634,  an  increase  from  40.644  of  the  previous  year. 
In  fact  it  is  gratifying  to  state  in  this  connection  that  the  increase 
in  the  circulation  of  books  has  been  in  an  uninterrupted  progres¬ 
sion  for  the  past  five  years,  and  the  number  now  annually  issued 
is  more  than  25  per  cent  above  what  it  then  was. 

The  library  was  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books  305  days 
during  the  year,  all  save  legal  holidays,  and  the  average  daily 
circulation  was  a  small  fraction  less  than  140,  ranging  from  347, 
the  highest,  February  19,  down  to  29,  the  lowest,  on  the  first  of 
the  same  month,  the  date  of  the  great  storm. 

Of  course  fiction  (including  juvenile  and  adult)  leads  in  cir¬ 
culation  as  usual,  76.9  out  of  every  100  books,  practically  the 
same  as  during  the  preceding  year.  The  library  furnishes  how¬ 
ever  the  best  in  fiction,  or  at  least  its  policy  is  to  eschew  the 
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cheaper  as  far  as  possible  and  to  buy  only  such  books  as  have  a 
literary  worth. 

There  are  now  6734  registered  borrowers,  an  increase  of 
559  during  the  year,  besides  there  are  165  teachers’  cards  held  by 
33  public  school  teachers  and  35  High  school  pupil  cards 

Work  on  the  new  card  catalogue  has  recently  been  renewed. 
Owing  to  the  illness  of  Miss  Herron,  the  original  cataloguer,  she 
was  forced  to  resign  during  the  past  summer  and  for  four  months 
the  work  was  at  a  standstill.  Through  her  efforts  the  classifica¬ 
tion  of  that  portion  of  the  library  which  it  was  decided  to  take 
in  hand  at  the  outset  (all  books  save  magazine  literature  and 
government  publications)  was  thoroughly  accomplished,  and  the 
work  of  preparing  the  catalogue  was  about  three-fourths  com¬ 
pleted. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  her  qualifications  for  the  under¬ 
taking  and  of  her  adaptability  to  this  peculiar  kind  of  library 
work,  for  which  she  had  prepared  herself  by  special  training. 
Her  withdrawal,  when  she  had  all  the  little  details  well  in  hand 
and  was  thus  the  better  equipped  for  rapid  progress  and  an  early 
completion  of  the  task,  is  greatly  to  be  regretted. 

When  the  subject  of  thus  modernizing  the  library  was  first 
seriously  discussed  it  was  estimated  that  the  expense  of  such 
would  be  about  $4500,  reckoning  on  30,000  volumes,  by  the 
usual  methods  of  estimating  the  cost  of  this  sort  of  work.  Later 
by  closer  figuring,  this  amount  was  reduced  to  about  $3000,  and 
three  years  was  considered  as  approximately  the  time  necessary 
for  carrying  out  the  work,  by  one  who  had  come  to  be  familiar 
with  it.  This  estimate  has  not  been  materially  changed. 

Work  was  begun  in  May  £896  and  two  and  a  half  years 
have  elapsed.  During  this  time  owing  to  interruptions  voted. 
Mi  ss  Herron  worked  but  24  1-4  months  exclusive  of  vacations. 
The  special  appropriations  made  by  the  city  council  have  aggre¬ 
gated  $2850  and  of  this  amount  but  $2023.86  has  been  expended, 
the  balances  having  been  transferred. 

To  complete  the  work  and  bring  the  library  up  to  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  condition,  one  that  will  be  permanent  in  this  particular,  I 
think  one  year’s  further  time  is  necessary  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  and  that  the  sum  of  $900  should  be  asked  for  as  a  special 
appropriation.  That  will  include  the  cataloguer’s  salary  for  the 
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time,  the  expense  of  a  second  card  cabinet  which  was  included 
in  the  original  estimate  and  which  will  soon  become  a  necessity 
as  the  work  advances,  and  leave  about  $50  for  equipments  and 
necessary  catalogue  stationery. 

At  this  date  all  the  works  in  the  library  aside  from  maga¬ 
zines  and  government  publications  have  been  classified,  that  is 
have  been  marked  for  their  future  positions.  Works  of  fiction, 
of  history,  geography,  travel  and  adventure,  of  biography,  and  of 
social  science  have  been  fully  catalogued  and  the  cards  are  ex¬ 
posed  to  the  public  in  the  card  catalogue.  Books  on  natural 
science,  useful  arts  and  fine  arts  are  practically  finished.  After 
revision  and  some  expansion  of  the  cards  they  will  be  ready,  and 
will  be  with  the  others  in  the  cabinet  about  the  first  of  February. 

This  will  leave  principally  to  be  taken  up  books  on  theology, 
philosophy  and  general  topics  not  sufficiently  specialized  to  go 
into  any  of  the  nine  principal  classes  After  that  comes  general 
revision  and  the  selection  of  certain  government  publications. 

Revision  and  extension,  i.  e.  the  preparation  of  cross- 
reference  and  analytical  cards  can  be  carried  to  almost  an  indefi¬ 
nite  extent,  the  resources  of  the  library  being  brought  the  more 
in  hand  and  pointed  out  the  better  to  the  public,  if  it  is  not  over¬ 
done.  4  card  catalogue  is  so  elastic  and  is  capable  of  such  ex¬ 
pansion  that  it  is  possible  to  overdo  this  work  and  make  it  con¬ 
fusing  by  its  intricacies,  which,  although  it  might  be  a  joy  forever 
to  the  technically  educated  in  library  economics,  might  repel  the 
ordinary  user  of  the  library  who  comes  for  information  aside  from 
that  concerning  the  possibilities  of  a  catalogue. 

But  there  is  a  happy  medium,  and  that  is  being  arrived  at — 
the  ability  to  tell  a  reader  quickly  and  concisely  all  that  he  can 
find  in  the  library  on  the  topic  in  which  he  is  interested,  without 
assuming  that  he  must  first  know  the  title  of  a  particular  book  or 
author  before  he  can  receive  any  assistance,  as  was  too  often  the 
old  fashioned  way. 

Before  passing  from  this  subject  it  may  be  well  to  allude  to 
the  fact  that  a  somewhat  difficult  problem  has  been  successfully 
solved,  how  to  make  this  radical  change  in  the  library  without 
depriving  anyone  for  a  single  day  of  any  of  its  privileges.  It  has 
rarely  happened  that  a  person  has  suffered  the  slightest  delay 
arising  from  the  confusion  of  such  a  radical  change,  which  has 
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been  made  systematically,  and  any  little  annoyances  by  those  in 
search  of  information  outside  the  beaten  tracks  (such  only  could 
be  affected)  have  been  cheerfully  accepted  in  consideration  of 
what  was  being  accomplished. 

There  is  one  more  important  modification  in  the  economy  of 
this  library  which  must  be  effected  before  it  reaches  that  plane  of 
usefulness  which  it  should  occupy  in  order  to  keep  abreast  of 
similar  institutions,  and  that  is  the  establishment  of  a  reference 
department. 

There  are  hundreds  of  books  which  should  be  brought  so 
directly  before  the  public  that  readers  could  obtain  them  with  as 
little  difficulty  as  they  procure  the  current  magazines  from  the 
reading  room  tables.  They  are  books  which  one  would  not  wish 
to  take  from  the  library  but  simply  consult  for  a  few  moments, 
such  as  cyclopedias,  to  give  the  most  striking  example.  In  this 
class  of  reference  books  there  are  hundreds  of  valuable  volumes 
which  unless  so  presented  are  practically  buried  in  the  library. 
A  man  will  scan  the  titles  of  a  score  of  books,  take  down  a  half 
dozen  for  a  glance  and  at  last  find  what  he  wishes,  who  could 
gain  but  little  information  from  the  finest  catalogue  that  ever  was 
written,  or  who  would  shrink  from  asking  at  the  desk  for  one  af¬ 
ter  another  of  these  usually  ponderous  volumes  to  be  brought 
from  the  shelves  for  him  to  simply  glance  at. 

Moreover  the  question  of  time  is  important.  It  takes  but  a 
few  moments  for  a  man  to  look  over  several  books  if  no  inter¬ 
vention  is  necessary,  and  the  more  familiar  he  becomes  with  the 
reference  library  the  less  time  is  used  in  arriving  at  his  object. 
In  the  main  delivery  room  of  the  library,  under  the  new  arrange¬ 
ment  there  is  no  space  available  for  such  a  reference  department, 
and  if  there  were  its  utility  and  convenience  could  not  compare 
with  one  on  the  ground  floor. 

If  it  were  thought  best  there  are  the  two  rooms  on  the  north 
side  of  the  main  building  which  might  be  used,  for  some  years 
past  occupied  by  the  historical  society.  Its  tenancy  is  simply  an 
act  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  this  board  and  could  be  vacated  at 
any  time  if  the  further  usefulness  of  the  library  required.  Cer¬ 
tainly  the  whole  subject  is  worthy  of  special  consideration  and 
decided  action.  The  first  was  accorded  it  some  years  ago  but 
the  latter  has  not  followed. 
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As  a  partial  or  temporary  solution  of  this  need  I  strongly 
urge  that,  under  proper  restrictions,  the  public  be  admitted  free¬ 
ly  to  the  alcoves  of  the  library,  those  of  fiction  excepted,  when¬ 
ever  that  privilege  is  requested,  and  that  proper  notification  ol  its 
existence  be  made.  This  is  no  novelty.  It  has  been  in  opera¬ 
tion  for  several  years  in  a  large  number  of  libraries  throughout 
the  country,  and,  if  my  memory  is  correct,  I  think  that  only  one 
has  ever  gone  back  to  the  old  method  after  trying  the  new. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  D.  PARSONS.  Librarian. 
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APPENDICES 


APPENDIX  A.— RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 


Appropriation  (1898) . $2,00000 

CREDITS 

For  dog  licenses .  $70012 

From  town  of  Newbury,  use  of  library  for  year 

1897 .  15000 

-  850  12 

Total  appropriation  and  income  .  $2,850  12 

Amount  overdrawn  transferred  from  incidentals 

to  balance  account .  556  81 

$3>4°6  93 

EXPENDITURES 

Authorized  by  the  City  Council. 

John  D.  Parsons,  services  as  librarian .  $1,20000 

Martha  P.  Lunt,  services  as  superintendent  of 

reading  room  .  521  08 

Effie  A.  Tenney,  services  as  assistant  librarian  . .  400  04 

F.  S.  Thurston,  services  at  library .  149  02 

Jackson  Express  Co.,  express .  5  95 

Newburyport  Herald  Co.,  printing  and  advertis¬ 
ing  .  38  95 

Brewster  Bros.,  premium  on  insurance  policy.  ...  82  50 

D.  W.  Nutting,  labor  and  extra  services  in  con¬ 
nection  with  reclassifying . 25  00 

William  T.  Humphreys,  premium  on  insurance 

policy .  28  13 

Almeda  Perkins,  labor  cleaning  library .  20  00 

Newburyport  Despatch,  express  .  1  40 

Chase  &  Eunt,  premium  on  insurance  policy  ...  93  75 

'Carried forward .  $2,56582  $3,40693 
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Brought  forward .  $2,565  82  $3,406  93 

Library  Bureau,  sundries .  3482 

Bostou  Bookbinding  Co.,  binding  books  .  112  67 

John  E.  Bailey,  stock  and  labor  ....  .  62  55 

P.  H.  Blumpey,  sundries .  3  20 

McGlew  Bros.,  one  furnace  bar .  1  50 

C.  R.  Sargent,  repairs .  .  7  90 

Watering  streets,  sprinkling  stn  ets  for  year  1898  7  86 

Estate  N.  Varina,  34  tons,  1160  lbs.  broken  coal  at 

$5-40  .  186  39 

F.  J.  Barnard  &  Co.,  binding  books .  119  58 

D.  W.  Nutting,  salary  as  janitor  one  year .  298  64 

George  E.  Pearson,  labor .  1  00 

Cornelius  Sullivan  “  .  100 

John  Pollard  “  .  1  00 

Matthew  Barrett  “  .  1  00 

Cornelius  Kelleher  “  .  1  00 

Timothy  Coffey  “  .  1  00 

- $3,406  93 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  (SPECIAL) 

Appropriation  (for  new  catalogue)  . $850  00 

Amount  undrawn  transferred  to  incidentals  to  balance  account  31082 

$539  '8 

EXPENDITURES 

Authorized  by  the  City  Council. 


Winifred  A.  Herron,  services  as  cataloguer  . $485  34 

A.  M.  Goodell  “  “  “  .  53  84 

- $539  18 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Receipts  from  fines  .  $26  50 

Sale  of  fiction  finding-lists .  2  50 

Balance  from  1897 . .  4  52 

- $33  52 

EXPENDITURES 

P.  O.  boxes  and  stamps  .  $10  30 

Various  supplies .  7  10 

Express,  freight,  truckage .  .  10  30 

-  30  80 

Balance  .  $2  72 
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APPENDIX  B.— W.  O.  MOSELEY  FUND 


December  31,  1897,  balance  in  hand  . $55029 

November  1,  1898,  income  for  year .  400  00 

-  $90  25 

1898,  by  books  purchased  .  341  00 

- 609  25 


OTHER  FUNDS 

Sixty-five  books  at  a  cost  of  $56.59  have  been  added  from  the  in¬ 
come  of  the  Sawyer  fund,  and  53  from  miscellaneous  sources  at  a  cost 
of  $48.00. 
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APPENDIX  C- READING  ROOM 


The  free  reading  room  has  come  to  be  such  an  important  part  of 
the  life  of  Newburyport,  that  it  is  almost  superfluous  to  say  a  word  in 
its  praise.  Its  popularity  as  a  resort  for  readers  of  the  press  and  of  the 
magazines  of  the  day  seems  to  increase  each  year,  and  at  times  the 
seating  capacity  of  the  room,  generous  though  it  is,  is  hardly  sufficient 
for  all  who  would  spend  an  hour  there.  During  the  past  year  the  room 
has  been  renovated,  the  ceiling  and  walls  given  a  soft  and  agreeable 
tint,  and  the  artificial  light  at  night  greatly  improved.  The  papers 
and  magazines  vary  but  slightly  from  year  to  year,  although  during 
the  past  12  months  two  or  three  have  ceased  publication.  The  income 
of  Mr.  Todd’s  donation  is  #400  annually,  and  of  this  $384.57  has  been 
expended  the  past  year  for  papers  and  magazines. 
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APPENDIX  D. — LIBRARY  INCREASE 


Number  of  volumes  last  reported  (corrected) . 32,511 

Added  by  purchase  1898: 

Peabody  fund . 217 

W.  O.  Moseley  fund . c . 189 

Todd  fund  ...  .  83 

Sawyer  fund  .  65 

Bradbury  fund .  20 

Williams  fund  .  16 

Frothingham  fund . 15 

Green  fund  . .  .f .  3 

608 

Added  by  donations . 142 

—  750 

33,26i 

Worn  out  copies  canceled . 55 

Missing  from  shelves .  9 

64 

Replaced .  25 

—  39 

Total  November  30,  1898 .  33,222 


The  new  volumes  are  classified  as  follows  :  General  works,  16  ; 
philosophy,  7  ;  theology  and  religion,  18;  social  science,  119;  philolo¬ 
gy,  1  ;  natural  science,  22  ;  useful  arts,  14;  fine  arts,  23  ;  miscellaneous 
literature  (poetry,  essays,  humor,  etc.)  116;  adult  fiction,  176  ;  juvenile, 
44;  travel,  adventure,  description,  54;  biography,  67;  American  his¬ 
tory,  46,  other  history,  27. 
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APPENDIX  E.— CIRCULATION 


Total  for  the  year,  42,634.  By  months  :  December  (1897)  3841  ;  Jan¬ 
uary  4302,  February  4037,  March  4607,  April  4249,  May  3208,  J.une  2838, 
July  3021,  August  2763,  September  2839,  October  3530,  November  3399. 
Divided  into  classes  the  circulation  was  as  follows  : 


Fiction . 

. 32,78i 

Per  centage. 
76.9 

History . 

.  . 

4.8 

Biography  . 

.  i,54o 

3-6 

Miscellaneous  literature  .  . 

.  1,518 

3-5 

Travel  and  adventure . 

.  1,282 

3- 

Magazines  . 

.  1,229 

2.8 

Natural  science . 

.  654 

i-5 

Social  science  . 

.  497 

1. 1 

Fine  arts . 

.  433 

1. 

Theology . 

.  286 

•95 

Useful  arts . 

.  254 

•65 

Philosophy . 

.  88 

.2 

42,634 

100.00 
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APPENDIX  F.— DONATIONS  OF  BOOKS 


VOIvS. 

Andover,  town  of  .  i 

Appleton,  B.  A .  i 

Blodgette,  G.  B .  i 

Boynton,  E.  M  .  2 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association .  1 

Brown,  J.  T . 1 

Caldwell,  S.  estate  of .  1 

Cambridge  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Association  .  1 

Cambridge,  city  of  . 1 

Cartland,  J.  estate  of  .  4 

Chase,  W.  G .  1 

Chelsea,  city  of .  1 

Cogswell,  Mrs.  W.  E .  1 

Cornell  University .  1 

Cross,  C.  R .  1 

Dodge,  E.  P .  1 

Fitchburg,  city  of .  1 

Harvard  University .  1 

Hawaiian  government .  1 

Jarvis,  J.  G .  3 

Dangdon,  Mrs.  G.  W  . 10 

Darned,  Augusta .  1 

Dowell,  Mr .  1 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of . 24 

Moseley,  E.  S .  1 

New  York  Reform  club .  1 

Newburyport,  city  of . 1 

Newburyport  City  Improvement  Society .  1 

Newburyport  News .  1 

Newburyport  Towle  Manufacturing  Co  . 2 

Olmstead,  D.  H .  1 

Palmer,  Mrs.  C.  F .  1 

Stanley,  B.  F .  3 

U.  S.  Government : 

Census  bureau .  1 

Civil  service  commission .  1 

Department  of  agriculture .  9 

“  “  Interior . 1 

“  “  Navy .  1 

“  “  War  .  5 

Education  bureau . \ 
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Fish  commission .  2 

Interstate  commerce  commission .  2 

Labor  commission .  1 

Life  saving  service .  1 

Smithsonian  institution.  .  3 

Unknown  sources .  7 

Walker,  J.  B .  1 

Whymper,  K .  1 

McCormick,  Mrs.  C.  H.,  bronze  statue. 


/ 
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Publications  in  the  flembupyport  free  Heading  fioom 


dailies 


Newburyport  Herald  (morning). 

News  (evening). 
Boston  Advertiser  (morning). 

“  Herald  “ 

“  Post 

“  Globe  (evening). 

“  Journal  (evening). 

Transcript  (evening). 

“  Traveler  “ 

Chicago  Times-Herald  (evening). 
Haverhill  Gazette  (evening). 


Lynn  Item  (evening). 

Portland  Advertiser  (evening). 
Providence  Journal  (morning). 
New  York  Herald  “ 

“  Sun 

“  Times 

“  Tribune  “ 

“  Mail  &  Express  (eve’g). 

“  Post  (evening). 

“  World  (morning). 
Congressional  Record,  Washingt’n 


SEMI- WEEKLY,  WEEKLY  AND  MONTHLY 


Alta  California,  San  Francisco. 
Argonaut,  “  “ 

Bradstreet’s,  New  York. 

Christian  Register,  Boston. 
Christian  Science  Sentinel,  Boston 
Christian  Science  News  Letter, 
Washington. 

Chronicle,  San  Francisco. 
Churchman. 

Commercial  Bulletin,  Boston. 
Congregationalist. 

Constitution,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Courier-Journal,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Dial,  Chicago. 

Dispatch,  Richmond,  Va. 
Electrical  World,  New  York. 
Engineering  and  Mining  Journal, 
New  York. 

Enquirer,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Financial  and  Commercial  Chron¬ 
icle,  New  York. 

Forest  and  Stream,  New  York. 
Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  News¬ 
paper,  New  York. 

Gazette,  Montreal,  Canada. 
Graphic,  London. 

Harper’s  Bazar,  New  York. 

“  Weekly,  New  York. 

“  Young  People,  New  York 


Herald,  Rutland,  Vt. 

Home  Missionary. 

Independent,  New  York. 

Item  (weekly)  Newburyport. 
Journal  of  Education,  Boston. 
Journal,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Machinist,  New  York. 

Mirror  and  Farmer,  Manchester, 
N.  H. 

Nation,  New  York. 

National  Engineer,  Chicago. 
Nature,  London. 

New  Century,  N.  Y. 

News,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Observer,  New  York. 

Official  Gazette,  U.  S.  patent  office. 
Outlook,  N.  Y. 

Pioneer-Press,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Punch,  London. 

Republican,  Springfield. 

Rocky  Mountain  Weekly,  Denver, 
Colo. 

Scientific  American,  New  York. 

“  “  (builders’  ed) 

“  “  Supplement. 

Times,  London. 

Tribune,  Chicago. 

Universal  Brotherhood. 

Weekly  News,  Galveston,  Texas. 
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MAGAZINES  AND  QUARTERLIES 


DOMESTIC 


Arena,  Boston. 

Atlantic  Monthly,  Boston. 
Bibliotheca  Sacra,  Oberlin,  Ohio. 
Century,  New  York. 
Cosmopolitan,  New  York. 

Current  Literature,  New  York. 
Frank  Leslie’s  Popular  Monthly, 
New  York. 

Forum,  New  York. 

Godey’s  Ladies’  Book,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Harper’s  Magazine,  New  York. 
Household,  Boston. 

Home  Missionary,  Boston. 

Ladies’  Home  Journal,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 


Life,  New  York- 

Lippincott’s  Magazine,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Littell’s  Living  Age,  Boston. 
McClure’s  Magazine,  New  York. 
Munsey’s  Magazine,  “  “ 

Naturalist,  Philadelphia. 

N.  E.  Homestead,  Springfield. 

|  New  England  Magazine,  Boston. 
New  World,  Boston. 

North  American,  New  York. 
Political  Science  Quarterly,  N.  Y. 
Popular  Science  Monthly,  “ 

Popular  Science  News,  “ 

Reviews  of  Reviews,  New  York. 
St.  Nicholas,  New  York. 


foreign 


Art  Journal,  London. 
Blackwood’s  Edinburg. 
Cassell’s  Magazine,  London. 
Contemporary  Review,  London. 
Cornhill  Magazine,  London. 
Edinburg  Review,  Edinburg. 
English  Ill.  Magazine,  London. 
Fortnightly  Review, 


Good  Words,  London. 

London  Quarterly  Review. 
Macmillan’s  Magazine,  London. 
Pall  Mall  Gazette. 

Ninteenth  Century,  London. 
Strand,  London. 

Temple  Bar,  London. 
Westminster  Review,  London. 
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DONATIONS  TO  THE  READING  R00|fl 


Christian  Register . American  Unitarian  Association 

Christian  Science  Journal . George  Morrill 

Christian  Science  News  Letter  . Christian  Science  Sunday  School 

Christian  Science  Sentinel .  “  “  “  “ 

Churchman .  St  Paul’s  parish 

Congregationalist .  Rev.  J.  W.  Dodge 

Congressional  Directory . . E.  S.  Moseley 

Congressional  Record  .  . Hon.  W.  H.  Mood)’’ 

Cook’s  Excursionist . Publishers 

Free  Russia .  “ 

Good  Government .  “ 

Home  Missionary . E.  S.  Moseley 

Journal  of  Zoophily . Publishers 

Manifesto .  “ 

National  Engineer . Charles  Desmond 

Newburyport  Daily  News  . Publishers 

Newburyport  Item  . 

New  York  Observer . Hon.  John  N.  Pike 

Official  Gazette  . Patent  office 

Outlook . W.  W.  Goodwin 

Science . Publishers 

Signal  Service  Weather  Maps . U.  S-  Department  of  Agriculture 

St.  Andrew’s  Cross . St.  Paul’s  parish 

The  New  Century . Mrs.  C.  Tingley 

Universal  Brotherhood .  “  “ 

Woman’s  Journal . C.  K.  Whipple 


i 


\ 


v.  j«r 


* 


